
The Boggart

By Susan Cooper

The Boggart By Susan Cooper

In a tumbledown castle in the Western Highlands of Scotland lives the Boggart.
He is invisible -- an ancient mischievous spirit, solitary and sly, born of a magic
as old as the rocks and the waves. He has lived in Castle Keep for centuries,
playing tricks on the owners. But the last Scottish owner has died and left the
castle to his great-nephew Robert Volnik of Toronto, Canada. The Volnik family
-- including Emily and her nine-year-old computer genius brother Jessup -- visit
Castle Keep, and when they return to Toronto, they unwittingly take the Boggart
with them.
The astonishments, delight, and horrors that invade their lives with the arrival of
the Boggart fill this swiftly moving story. The collision of modern techology and
the Old Magic brings perils nobody could have imagined -- and, in the end, an
amazing and touching solution to the problem of the Boggart who has found
himself on the wrong side of the ocean.
Sometimes extremely funny, sometimes wildly scary,and always totally
absorbing, this remarkable story -- brilliantly imagined and beautifully written --
marks the return of the Newbery Award winner Susan Cooper to the field of
novels for young readers. An outstanding achievement, The Boggart will work its
special magic on all who read it.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Newbery Medalist Cooper (The Grey King) spins a tale both haunting and comic, in which a Scottish spirit
inadvertently moved to Canada pines for his ancestral manse. Ages 8-12.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 4-7-- The Volnik family inherits a rundown old castle on an island off Scotland and visits their new
property. After returning home, 12-year-old Emily and 10-year-old Jessup notice strange things happening.
Their detective work eventually discloses the cause--a mischievous boggart has accidentally become trapped
in a piece of furniture the family shipped home to Canada. Unfortunately, no adults believe them. The
children claim innocence on Halloween night as pieces of furniture fly through the air and a bucket of water
soaks their mother. Eventually, the boggart's pranks begin to cause serious problems; he becomes intrigued
with the power of electricity, and causes a traffic accident that lands Emily in the hospital. Finally, he learns
to communicate with the children by computer, causing the message-- "I want to go to my own country"--to
appear in Gaelic on Jessup's screen. When he gets trapped in a black hole in a computer space-adventure
game, the youngsters devise a daring, risky, and ultimately successful plan to help the boggart return home.
The novel is fleshed out with numerous, vividly realized secondary characters, including various actors at the
Chervil Playhouse, where Mr. Volnik is artistic director, as well as the novel's true villain, Dr. Stigmore, a
psychiatrist and a parapsychology scholar who insists that Emily is a troubled adolescent in need of
hospitalization. The intelligently thought-out clash between the ancient folkloric creature and modern science
guarantees a wide audience. A lively story, compelling from first page to last, and a good bet for a read-
aloud. --Ellen Fader, Westport Public Library, CT
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
*"The Boggart is a fascinating character, sly, ingenious, and endearing...What is most admirable is Susan
Cooper's seamless fusion of the newest technology and one of the oldest forms of wild magic." (The Horn
Book, starred review)

*"[T]old with Cooper's usual imagination and grace; the Boogart is entrancing--a magically witty mix of fey
spirit, comfort-loving cat, old man set in his ways, and child taking gleeful delight in his own mischief--of
which there is plenty, all splendidly comical." (Kirkus Reviews, starred review)

"The intelligently thought-out clash between the ancient folkloric creature and modern science guarantees a
wide audience. A lively story, compelling from first page to last, and a good bet for a read-aloud." (School
Library Journal, starred review)

"Ms. Cooper's grasp of reality is as firm as her hold on the surreal...as long as writers with Susan Cooper's
skill continue to publish, magic is always available." (The New York Times Book Review)

"[T]his boisterous romp draws upon the same powerful pre-Christian magic at the heart of Cooper's well-
known Dark Is Rising sequence. “ (Publishers Weekly)



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eleanor Landa:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around
the world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Boggart will make you to
end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some
of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Toby Terry:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is The Boggart this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world
now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is
why this book ideal all of you.

James Smith:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Boggart was colourful and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book The Boggart has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character
on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to
choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.

Robert Bartlett:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra The Boggart.
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