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Why did millions of apparently sane, rational Germans support the Nazi Party
between 1925 and 19337 In this provocative book, William Brustein argues that
the Nazi Party's emergence as the most popular political party in Germany was
eminently logical and was largely aresult of its success at fashioning economic
programs that addressed the material needs of awide range of German citizens.
Brustein has carefully analyzed a huge collection of pre-1933 Nazi Party
membership data drawn from the official files at the Berlin Document Center. He
argues that Nazi followers were more representative of German society asa

whole - that they included more workers, more single women, and more
Catholics - than most previous scholars have believed. Further, says Brustein, the
patterns of membership reveal that people joined the Nazi Party not because of
Hitler'sirrational appeal or charisma or anti-Semitism but because the party,
through its shrewd and proactive program, offered more benefits to more people
than did the other political partiesin Weimar Germany. According to Brustein,
Nazi supporters were no different from citizens anywhere who select a political
party or candidate they believe will promote their economic interests. The roots
of evil, he suggests, may be ordinary indeed.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

How the Nazi party found roots and then flourished out of an educated, modern society is a question that
haunts the 20th century. In The Logic of Evil, William Brustein, a sociology professor at the University of
Minnesota, offers an intriguing argument: the citizens of Germany who supported the Nazis were motivated
by economic self-interest. He says the Nazis' popularity increased because of their "superlative success at
fashioning economic programs that addressed the material needs of millions of Germans." Brustein provides
impressive evidence to back histhesis; he and a research team went through the files of 42,000 Nazi party
members and found a disproportionate number in occupations who benefited from the Nazis economic
programs. Hisis an argument that deserves serious merit, particularly given the blatant economic appeals
some current leaders make to their constituencies.

From Library Journal

Brustein (sociology, Univ. of Minnesota) uses 42,004 observations of members from the Nazi Party master
file for this academic examination of the social origins of the party prior to 1933 and why members joined.
Richard Hamilton's Who Voted for Hitler (Princeton Pr., 1982) and Thomas Childer's The Nazi Voter (Univ.
of North Carolina, 1983) have examined why Germans voted for the Nazi Party, but Brustein's use of such a
massive database brings out new interpretations that will cause some debate. In areasoned narrative,
Brustein notes that most Nazi followers were motivated chiefly by commonplace and rational factors rather
than by Hitler's appeal or charisma. In other words, they voted their pocketbooks. Are the Germans of 1933
guilty of letting loose a great evil because they did not see the ramifications of thinking only of their
pocketbooks, and should they have anticipated what was to come? Brustein answers no to both questions.
His important book should be on the shelves of all academic libraries and all public libraries with a strong
Holocaust collection.?Dennis L. Noble, Sequim, Wash.

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Brustein is a"rational-choice" sociologist: his"model of political behavior [assumes] political affiliation is
based on self-interest." Here he analyzes who joined the Nazi Party between 1925 and 1933 and why specific
planksin the party's program might have appealed to particular segments of Germany's middle and working
classes. Brustein challenges four common explanations of Nazi Party growth (irrationalist appeals, lower-
middle-class reaction, political confessionalism, and catchall party of protest), based on the large sample
(40,000) extracted in 1989 from the party master file in Berlin. Brustein reviews the positions of the Weimar
period's competing political parties, then demonstrates that many of the groups whose interests best matched
key Nazi positions were overrepresented among early party members. Brustein's utilitarian model may strike
some readers as mechanical, and he takes Nazi Party programs more seriously than some other scholars, but
the work offers enough new information to be appropriate for larger European history collections. Mary
Carrall

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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George Marsh:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book The Logic of Evil: The Social Origins of the Nazi
Party, 1925-1933. Y ou can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Aslong as we know about
how isimportant some sort of book The Logic of Evil: The Socia Origins of the Nazi Party, 1925-1933. You
can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or
perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Kyle Guthrie:

Here thing why this specific The Logic of Evil: The Socia Origins of the Nazi Party, 1925-1933 are different
and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Logic of Evil: The Social Origins of the Nazi Party,
1925-1933 giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but
thereis no guide that similar with The Logic of Evil: The Social Origins of the Nazi Party, 1925-1933. It
gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the
world which is possibly can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring everywhere like in park your car,
café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having difficultiesin bringing the imprinted
book maybe the form of The Logic of Evil: The Socia Origins of the Nazi Party, 1925-1933 in e-book can
be your choice.

Robert Lindsey:

This The Logic of Evil: The Socia Origins of the Nazi Party, 1925-1933 are generally reliable for you who
want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Logic of Evil: The Social Origins of the
Nazi Party, 1925-1933 can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-
book and printed versions. Beside that this The Logic of Evil: The Socia Origins of the Nazi Party, 1925-
1933 giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking
that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Delores Villarreal:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book isapair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. Thisreserve The Logic of Evil: The Social Origins of the Nazi Party, 1925-1933 wasfilled
regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really
feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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