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Embracing the viewpoints of Catholic, Protestant, or Orthodox thinkers, of
conservatives, liberals, radicals, and agnostics, Christianity today is anything but
monolithic or univocal. In The Oxford Companion to Christian Thought, general
editor Adrian Hastings has tried to capture a sense of the great diversity of
opinion that swirls about under the heading of Christian thought. Indeed, the 260
contributors, who hail from twenty countries, represent as wide a range of
perspectives as possible.
Here is a comprehensive and authoritative (though not dogmatic) overview of the
full spectrum of Christian thinking. Within its 600 alphabetically arranged
entries, readers will find lengthy survey articles on the history of Christian
thought, on national and regional traditions, and on various denominations, from
Anglican to Unitarian. There is ample coverage of Eastern thought as well,
examining the Christian tradition in China, Japan, India, and Africa. The
contributors examine major theological topics such as resurrection, the Eucharist,
and grace as well as controversial issues such as homosexuality and abortion. In
addition, short entries illuminate symbols such as water and wine, and there are
many profiles of leading theologians, of non-Christians who have deeply
influenced Christian thinking, including Aristotle and Plato, and of literary
figures such as Dante, Milton, and Tolstoy. Most articles end with a list of
suggested readings and the book features a large number of cross-references.
The Oxford Companion to Christian Thought is an indispensable guide to one of
the central strands of Western culture. An essential volume for all Christians, it is
a thoughtful gift for the holidays.
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opinion that swirls about under the heading of Christian thought. Indeed, the 260 contributors, who hail from
twenty countries, represent as wide a range of perspectives as possible.
Here is a comprehensive and authoritative (though not dogmatic) overview of the full spectrum of Christian
thinking. Within its 600 alphabetically arranged entries, readers will find lengthy survey articles on the
history of Christian thought, on national and regional traditions, and on various denominations, from
Anglican to Unitarian. There is ample coverage of Eastern thought as well, examining the Christian tradition
in China, Japan, India, and Africa. The contributors examine major theological topics such as resurrection,
the Eucharist, and grace as well as controversial issues such as homosexuality and abortion. In addition, short
entries illuminate symbols such as water and wine, and there are many profiles of leading theologians, of
non-Christians who have deeply influenced Christian thinking, including Aristotle and Plato, and of literary
figures such as Dante, Milton, and Tolstoy. Most articles end with a list of suggested readings and the book
features a large number of cross-references.
The Oxford Companion to Christian Thought is an indispensable guide to one of the central strands of
Western culture. An essential volume for all Christians, it is a thoughtful gift for the holidays.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
For The Oxford Companion to Christian Thought, the editors gathered together over 250 scholars, mostly
British or American, including what one might call a "celebrity" contributor or two. There's an article each
by the archbishop of Canterbury and his predecessor. As one would expect from an Oxford Companion, it is
a collection of impressively thoughtful, scholarly, perhaps slightly stodgy, brief summaries of academia's
collected erudition on a broad selection of big subjects. That said, it aims to be more at the level of the
general reader than, say, The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church, with fewer and longer articles and
briefer reading lists.

The book is unable to be as much of a compendium of consensus as such standard reference works usually
are because in many cases there is no consensus to record. The editors' have invited contributors with a
sympathy for a particular subject to write on it, and this one volume contains a multitude of viewpoints--all
expressed within the courteous and cautious limits of the academically respectable and predominantly from
theologically liberal perspectives. The angles of approach of the articles on, for example, evangelicalism,
homosexuality, and Thomas Aquinas reflect the vastly diverging views of different parts of the Christian
world, some more orthodox than others. These differences add an extra level of interest to what is destined to
be a standard reference for a long time to come. --David Pickering, Amazon.co.uk

From Booklist
This new Oxford Companion gives a splendid panoramic view of the Christian intellectual tradition geared
for the casual reader but aptly suited for scholarly consumption. The more than 600 alphabetically arranged
entries range in length from several paragraphs to several pages when treating topics like Medical ethics,
Protestantism, or the theological concept Revelation. Biographical entries include a limited number of
historical personalities like Aristotle, Jesus, Origen, and Martin Luther, while contemporary twentieth-
century thinkers like Karl Barth, Graham Greene, and John Paul II dominate the text. The editors added a
helpful index of names that do not have their own entries but are mentioned and developed in supportive
subject areas.

The volume clearly illustrates the vast diversity of opinion operative in modern Christian thought.
Conservatives, radicals, religious practitioners, philosophers, and unbelievers share an equal spotlight. Each
entry is signed by one of 260 Catholic, Protestant, or Orthodox contributors hailing from renowned
universities throughout the world, giving requisite authority to the work. Considerable coverage is given to
Eastern thought and the experiences of Christianity in places like Africa China, and India. The brief
bibliographies direct the reader to a balanced presentation of the subject discussed, as evidenced in the entry
Homosexuality. Here eight sources are cited, showing both the historical understanding of homosexuality and
the leading moral variances. Cross-references lead from the reading of one article to another.

This reasonably priced title is recommended for all academic and large public libraries. The highly regarded
Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church (3d ed., 1997) is a necessary complement because of its greater
specificity and more comprehensive bibliographies. REVWR
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


"Oxford, the king of reference publishing, sets the standard once again with this thoughtful guide to 2,000
years of Christian intellectual history.... This volume is a keeper, a reference that will be faithfully consulted
for many years to come."
--Publishers Weekly

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Bottoms:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Oxford Companion
to Christian Thought (Oxford Companions) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Anna Raynor:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The Oxford
Companion to Christian Thought (Oxford Companions), you are able to tells your family, friends as well as
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Steve Pinson:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide The Oxford Companion to Christian Thought (Oxford Companions) was
filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you
wanted.

Elizabeth Rogers:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those



ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Oxford Companion to Christian Thought (Oxford Companions) we can get more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book The
Oxford Companion to Christian Thought (Oxford Companions). You can more inviting than now.
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