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In 1831, Chopin stopped in Paris on his way to London, fleeing his native
Warsaw after Russia's brutal repression of an insurrection there. Entranced by the
lively social and artistic scene in the city, the musician remained there until his
death in 1849. In this engaging book, William Atwood recreates the Paris that
Chopin knew, providing vivid details about its places, people, and politics, and
showing how these affected the sensitive musician during an enormously fruitful
period in his career.Drawing on many contemporary sources, Atwood brings to
life the musicians, writers, artists, courtesans, salon hostesses, politicians,
doctors, businessmen, and messianic Polish emigres who lived in Paris. He
describes the theaters, music halls, and salons of Paris as well as its less
glamorous worlds filled with the political conflicts and economic fluctuations of
the July Monarchy. He tells about the city's newly awakened social
consciousness and the philosophers and writers (including George Sand) who
fostered it. The book sheds brilliant new light on both Paris and Chopin and will
be delightful reading for lovers of the city or the musician.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
This book may be of greater interest to the historian--political, social, and cultural--than to the musician. As
its title indicates, it is about France, particularly Paris, more than about Chopin, and presupposes
considerable knowledge of French history. Chopin wanders through its pages as a peripatetic presence; there
are quotes from his letters commenting on whom he meets, where he plays, what he sees and hears, with
references to his friends, pupils, and publishers. The author, a New York dermatologist who has written two
previous books about Chopin (including Fryderyk Chopin: Pianist from Warsaw), has prodigiously
researched every aspect of French life between the revolutions of 1830 and 1848. He quotes copiously from
contemporary writers as diverse as Balzac, Heine, Berlioz, Mrs. Trollop, and Thackeray. A meticulously
detailed guided tour through Paris is followed by an account of several generations of the royal family
describing their politics, personalities, fortunes, and misfortunes, as well as their habits, love affairs,
interrelationships, hangers-on, and adversaries, resulting in a bewildering profusion of names.

Among the most interesting chapters are those on the Polish refugee community--where Chopin had many
friends--and those on the artists, writers, musicians, philosophers, and theologians (including numerous
crackpots) who created the city's rich cultural life in its concerts, theaters, operas, journals, and famous
private salons. The writing is lively, witty, and informative, marred only by occasional infelicities like "his
inseparable sister," and the book abounds with excellent illustrations. Unfortunately, it also abounds with
anti-Semitic slurs; Atwood misses no chance to point out, in an insulting manner, the Jewish origin of
anyone he does not like, from the Rothschilds to Heine, Meyerbeer, and Offenbach. --Edith Eisler

From Publishers Weekly
Atwood's third book on Chopin (Fryderyk Chopin: Pianist from Warsaw) views the composer's life against
the backdrop of Paris, from Chopin's arrival in 1831 until his death in 1849. Atwood captures historical
details of the City of Light, nicely describing, for example, the Polish emigre community and the city's
leading salon hostesses. Chopin's own insights into these various milieus are revealed in pointed comments
drawn from his correspondence ("I am launching myself little by little into society, alas, with nothing more
than a ducat in my pocket!"). Beginning with a panoramic tour through the arrondissements of Paris, Atwood
notes Chopin's various residences and other landmarks of importance in his life. Several chapters on the
intensely active musical life of Paris, from the salons to Chopin's beloved opera, and on the rise of
journalistic music criticism, are of central interest. Yet Atwood's thoroughness becomes a problem in
chapters that, by his own admission, explore aspects of Parisian life with which Chopin had little to do. For
instance, his lover George Sand was a link to literary and radical political circles, but Atwood stresses
Chopin's lack of interest in politics only after providing a detailed political history. A chapter on the visual
arts includes Sand's observation that "her lover was a musician and only a musician, with little feeling for the
other arts." Atwood's urge toward panorama takes the book away from its supposed central figure into the
realm of more general cultural history from which Chopin often disappears. But what this study lacks in
focus it makes up for in colorful anecdotes and personality sketches that will surely interest aficionados of
music in 19th-century Paris. 151 illus.
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Whereas Tad Szulc's recent Chopin in Paris (LJ 2/15/98) focused on the composer, Atwood's new work
discusses Paris as Chopin knew it. Forgoing a preface, it opens with a summary like that of a contemporary
travel guide, describing Paris in the 1830s and 1840s. Thirteen chapters follow, nearly all of them stating that



Chopin first arrived in Paris in fall 1831 and died there in 1849. But each chapter details a different aspect of
Paris during these years, among them its community of Polish expatriates, salon society, concert halls, dance
halls, opera, literature, art, and political currents. Many contemporary sources are cited, and Atwood, who
has written elsewhere about Chopin, generously uses illustrations drawn from them to assist in presenting an
absorbing picture of Chopin's "Parisian worlds."--Bonnie Jo Dopp, Univ. of Maryland Lib., College Park
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maria Bruns:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The Parisian Worlds of Frederic Chopin. You can choose
the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of book The
Parisian Worlds of Frederic Chopin. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad
you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a
book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff
to go to the library. Let's go through.

Ralph Humphries:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the The Parisian Worlds of
Frederic Chopin is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Octavio Martin:

The book untitled The Parisian Worlds of Frederic Chopin contain a lot of information on that. The writer
explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will
bring you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Alfred Leahy:

This The Parisian Worlds of Frederic Chopin is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for
some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Parisian Worlds of Frederic
Chopin can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get by



anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-
book web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So you cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with
knowledge.
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