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A NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER

"I was born at the beginning of it all, on the Red side?the Communist side?of the
Iron Curtain." Through annotated illustrations, journals, maps, and dreamscapes,
Peter Sís shows what life was like for a child who loved to draw, proudly wore
the red scarf of a Young Pioneer, stood guard at the giant statue of Stalin, and
believed whatever he was told to believe. But adolescence brought questions.
Cracks began to appear in the Iron Curtain, and news from the West slowly
filtered into the country. Sís learned about beat poetry, rock 'n' roll, blue jeans,
and Coca-Cola. He let his hair grow long, secretly read banned books, and joined
a rock band. Then came the Prague Spring of 1968, and for a teenager who
wanted to see the world and meet the Beatles, this was a magical time. It was
short-lived, however, brought to a sudden and brutal end by the Soviet-led
invasion. But this brief flowering had provided a glimpse of new
possibilities?creativity could be discouraged but not easily killed.

By joining memory and history, Sís takes us on his extraordinary journey: from
infant with paintbrush in hand to young man borne aloft by the wings of his art.
This title has Common Core connections.

The Wall is a 2007 New York Times Book Review Best Illustrated Book of the
Year, a 2008 Caldecott Honor Book, a 2008 Bank Street - Best Children's Book
of the Year, the winner of the 2008 Boston Globe - Horn Book Award for
Nonfiction, and a nominee for the 2008 Eisner Award for Best Publication for
Kids.
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"I was born at the beginning of it all, on the Red side?the Communist side?of the Iron Curtain." Through
annotated illustrations, journals, maps, and dreamscapes, Peter Sís shows what life was like for a child who
loved to draw, proudly wore the red scarf of a Young Pioneer, stood guard at the giant statue of Stalin, and
believed whatever he was told to believe. But adolescence brought questions. Cracks began to appear in the
Iron Curtain, and news from the West slowly filtered into the country. Sís learned about beat poetry, rock 'n'
roll, blue jeans, and Coca-Cola. He let his hair grow long, secretly read banned books, and joined a rock
band. Then came the Prague Spring of 1968, and for a teenager who wanted to see the world and meet the
Beatles, this was a magical time. It was short-lived, however, brought to a sudden and brutal end by the
Soviet-led invasion. But this brief flowering had provided a glimpse of new possibilities?creativity could be
discouraged but not easily killed.

By joining memory and history, Sís takes us on his extraordinary journey: from infant with paintbrush in
hand to young man borne aloft by the wings of his art. This title has Common Core connections.

The Wall is a 2007 New York Times Book Review Best Illustrated Book of the Year, a 2008 Caldecott
Honor Book, a 2008 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the Year, the winner of the 2008 Boston Globe -
Horn Book Award for Nonfiction, and a nominee for the 2008 Eisner Award for Best Publication for Kids.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Born out of a question posed to Sís (Play, Mozart, Play!) by his children (Are you a settler,
Dad?), the author pairs his remarkable artistry with journal entries, historical context and period photography
to create a powerful account of his childhood in Cold War–era Prague. Dense, finely crosshatched black-
and-white drawings of parades and red-flagged houses bear stark captions: Public displays of
loyalty—compulsory. Children are encouraged to report on their families and fellow students. Parents learn
to keep their opinions to themselves. Text along the bottom margin reveals young Sís's own experience: He
didn't question what he was being told. Then he found out there were things he wasn't told. The secret police,
with tidy suits and pig faces, intrude into every drawing, watching and listening. As Sís grows to manhood,
Eastern Europe discovers the Beatles, and the Prague Spring of 1968 promises liberation and freedom.
Instead, Soviet tanks roll in, returning the city to its previous restrictive climate. Sís rebels when possible,
and in the book's final spreads, depicts himself in a bicycle, born aloft by wings made from his artwork,
flying toward America and freedom, as the Berlin Wall crumbles below. Although some of Sís's other books
have their source in his family's history, this one gives the adage write what you know biting significance.
Younger readers have not yet had a graphic memoir with the power of Maus or Persepolis to call their own,
but they do now. Ages 8-up. (Aug.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* In an autobiographical picture book that will remind many readers of Marjane Satrapi's
memoir Persepolis (2003), Sís' latest, a powerful combination of graphic novel and picture book, is an
account of his growing up in Czechoslovakia under Soviet rule. Written in several stands, the somewhat
fragmented narrative never dilutes the impact of the boldly composed panels depicting scenes from Sís'
infancy through young adulthood. Throughout, terrific design dramatizes the conflict between conformity
and creative freedom, often through sparing use of color; in many cases, the dominant palette of black, white,
and Communist red threatens to swallow up young Peter's freely doodled, riotously colored artwork. The
panels heighten the emotional impact, as when Sís fleeing the secret police, emerges from one spread's
claustrophobic, gridlike sequence into a borderless, double-page escape fantasy. Even as they side with Peter
against fearsome forces beyond his control, younger readers may lose interest as the story moves past his
childhood, and most will lack crucial historical context. But this will certainly grab teens—who will grasp
both the history and the passionate, youthful rebellions against authority—as well as adults, many of whom
will respond to the Cold War setting. Though the term picture book for older readers has been bandied about
quite a bit, this memorable title is a true example. Mattson, Jennifer

Review

“The ecstatic energy and big-spirited inventiveness of the artist's drawings make the once all but
unimaginable realization of that dream visible for all to see.” ?The New York Times Book Review

“Sís' most ambitious and personal book.” ?USA TODAY

“A sophisticated and sobering picture book exposé.” ?The San Francisco Chronicle

“The Wall makes for irresistible reading.” ?Washington Post Book World

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


“Mr. Sís's account belongs as much in the living room as it does in the nursery.” ?The Wall Street Journal

“Peter Sís [is a] master of the not-necessarily-for-children picture book.” ?The Los Angeles Times Book
Review

“Peter Sís's The Wall... may be his finest book to date - no small feat.” ?The Boston Globe

“Glorious artwork.” ?Elle

“Will both engross and haunt his audience.” ?Starred, The Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books

“Complex, multifaceted, rich in detail . . . [Sís's] concluding visions of freedom are both poignant and
exhilarating.” ?Starred, School Library Journal

“A masterpiece for readers young and old.” ?Starred, Kirkus Reviews

“Younger readers have not yet had a graphic memoir with the power of Maus or Persepolis to call their own,
but they do now.” ?Starred, Publishers Weekly

“The deployment of media choices and color throughout the book is both expert and telling: bold, stark black
marker for an invading Soviet tank, dreamy blue crayon for the night the Beach Boys played Prague . . . a
comprehensive portrait of an era, an artist, and the persistence of the latter in the face of the former.”
?Starred, The Horn Book

“A powerful combination of graphic novel and picture book . . . Terrific design dramatizes the conflict
between conformity and creative freedom.” ?Starred, Booklist

“Simply and effectively illustrates the history of Czechoslovakia's struggle with totalitarianism and evokes
the dreams of his repressed people.” ?VOYA

“This stunning book is a MUST for anybody who is curious to learn about the world we live in!” ?Milos
Forman, Oscar winning-director of Amadeus, One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest

“Peter Sís's book is most of all about the will to live one's life in freedom and should be required reading for
all those who take their freedom for granted.” ?Václav Havel, former president of the Czech Republic

“Peter Sís, who has entranced children and adults with his magical stories and drawings, has taken his talent
to a new level. Peter, born to dream and draw, is now also teaching the tragic history of his native
Czechoslovakia under communism in this beautiful, poignant, and important work for those of all ages. ”
?Madeleine Albright, former U.S. Secretary of State

“This extraordinary achievement is a powerful reminder of the hard-won freedoms that drew so many to this
country's shores.” ?Shelf Awareness

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Louise Best:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like



looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Wall: Growing Up Behind the Iron Curtain (Caldecott
Honor Book). Try to stumble through book The Wall: Growing Up Behind the Iron Curtain (Caldecott
Honor Book) as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we
should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Joan Jackson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Wall: Growing Up Behind the Iron
Curtain (Caldecott Honor Book) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Peggy Gillman:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The Wall: Growing Up Behind the Iron Curtain
(Caldecott Honor Book) can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have
matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have The Wall: Growing Up
Behind the Iron Curtain (Caldecott Honor Book).

Russell Howell:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Wall: Growing Up Behind the
Iron Curtain (Caldecott Honor Book) or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know
how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or
maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other
case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Wall: Growing Up Behind the Iron Curtain (Caldecott
Honor Book) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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