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War is waged not only on battlefields. In the mid-1980s a high-stakes struggle to
redesign the relationships among the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the chairman of the
Joint Chiefs, the secretary of defense, and the president resulted in the
Goldwater-Nichols Act of 1986. Author James R. Locher III played a key role in
the congressional effort to repair a dysfunctional military whose inter-service
squabbling had cost American tax-payers billions of dollars and put the lives of
thousands of servicemen and women at risk. Victory on this front helped make
possible the military successes the United States has enjoyed since the passage of
the bill and helped to prepare the armed forces for the challenges they must still
face. Victory on the Potomac provides the first detailed history of how Congress
unified the Joint Chiefs and does so with the benefit of an insider's view. In a
fast-paced account that reads like a novel, Locher follows the bill through
congressional committee to final passage, making clear that the process is neither
abstract nor automatic. His vivid descriptions bring to life the amazing cast of
this real-life drama, from the straight-shooting chairman of the Armed Forces
Committee, Barry Goldwater, to the peevishly stubborn secretary of defense,
Casper Weinberger. Locher's analysis of political maneuvering and bureaucratic
infighting will fascinate anyone who has an interest in how government works,
and his understanding of the stakes in military reorganization will make clear
why this legislative victory meant so much to American military capability.
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War is waged not only on battlefields. In the mid-1980s a high-stakes struggle to redesign the relationships
among the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs, the secretary of defense, and the president
resulted in the Goldwater-Nichols Act of 1986. Author James R. Locher III played a key role in the
congressional effort to repair a dysfunctional military whose inter-service squabbling had cost American tax-
payers billions of dollars and put the lives of thousands of servicemen and women at risk. Victory on this
front helped make possible the military successes the United States has enjoyed since the passage of the bill
and helped to prepare the armed forces for the challenges they must still face. Victory on the Potomac
provides the first detailed history of how Congress unified the Joint Chiefs and does so with the benefit of an
insider's view. In a fast-paced account that reads like a novel, Locher follows the bill through congressional
committee to final passage, making clear that the process is neither abstract nor automatic. His vivid
descriptions bring to life the amazing cast of this real-life drama, from the straight-shooting chairman of the
Armed Forces Committee, Barry Goldwater, to the peevishly stubborn secretary of defense, Casper
Weinberger. Locher's analysis of political maneuvering and bureaucratic infighting will fascinate anyone
who has an interest in how government works, and his understanding of the stakes in military reorganization
will make clear why this legislative victory meant so much to American military capability.
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Editorial Review

Review
". . . provides superb insight into how the system works in the marble, stone, and cement battlefields of
Washington . . ." -- Proceedings

About the Author
JAMES R. LOCHER III is a graduate of West Point and the Harvard Graduate School of Business
Administration. During the period covered by this book, he was a staff member for the Senate Committee on
Armed Services. Since then, he has served as an assistant secretary of defense both in the first Bush and the
Clinton administrations. Currently, he works as a consultant and lecturer on defense matters in Springfield,
Virginia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carroll Torres:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Victory on the Potomac:
The Goldwater-Nichols Act Unifies the Pentagon (Texas A & M University Military History Series) suitable
to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled Victory on
the Potomac: The Goldwater-Nichols Act Unifies the Pentagon (Texas A & M University Military History
Series)is one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in
the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The
author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world in this book.

Loretta Faria:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the book untitled Victory on the Potomac: The Goldwater-Nichols Act Unifies the
Pentagon (Texas A & M University Military History Series) can be fine book to read. May be it might be
best activity to you.

James Ritchey:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make



anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to you
personally is Victory on the Potomac: The Goldwater-Nichols Act Unifies the Pentagon (Texas A & M
University Military History Series) this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world
now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.

Norma Baumgarten:

Beside this particular Victory on the Potomac: The Goldwater-Nichols Act Unifies the Pentagon (Texas A &
M University Military History Series) in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Victory on the
Potomac: The Goldwater-Nichols Act Unifies the Pentagon (Texas A & M University Military History
Series) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but
you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
that? Find this book and read it from now!
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