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From the bestselling Bridget Jones's Diary that started the trend to the television
sensation Sex and the City that captured it on screen, "chick lit" has become a
major pop culture phenomenon. Banking on female audiences' identification with
single, urban characters who struggle with the same life challenges, publishers
have earned millions and even created separate imprints dedicated to the genre.
Not surprisingly, some highbrow critics have dismissed chick lit as trashy fiction,
but fans have argued that it is as empowering as it is entertaining.

This is the first volume of its kind to examine the chick lit phenomenon from a
variety of angles, accounting for both its popularity and the intense reactions-
positive and negative-it has provoked. The contributors explore the
characteristics that cause readers to attach the moniker "chick" to a particular
book and what, if anything, distinguishes the category of chick lit from the works
of Jane Austen on one end and Harlequin romance novels on the other. They
critique the genre from a range of critical perspectives, considering its conflicted
relationship with feminism and postfeminism, heterosexual romance, body
image, and consumerism. The fourteen original essays gathered here also explore
such trends and subgenres as "Sistah Lit," "Mommy Lit," and "Chick Lit Jr.," as
well as regional variations.

As the first book to consider the genre seriously, Chick Lit offers real insight into
a new generation of women's fiction.
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From the bestselling Bridget Jones's Diary that started the trend to the television sensation Sex and the City
that captured it on screen, "chick lit" has become a major pop culture phenomenon. Banking on female
audiences' identification with single, urban characters who struggle with the same life challenges, publishers
have earned millions and even created separate imprints dedicated to the genre. Not surprisingly, some
highbrow critics have dismissed chick lit as trashy fiction, but fans have argued that it is as empowering as it
is entertaining.

This is the first volume of its kind to examine the chick lit phenomenon from a variety of angles, accounting
for both its popularity and the intense reactions-positive and negative-it has provoked. The contributors
explore the characteristics that cause readers to attach the moniker "chick" to a particular book and what, if
anything, distinguishes the category of chick lit from the works of Jane Austen on one end and Harlequin
romance novels on the other. They critique the genre from a range of critical perspectives, considering its
conflicted relationship with feminism and postfeminism, heterosexual romance, body image, and
consumerism. The fourteen original essays gathered here also explore such trends and subgenres as "Sistah
Lit," "Mommy Lit," and "Chick Lit Jr.," as well as regional variations.

As the first book to consider the genre seriously, Chick Lit offers real insight into a new generation of
women's fiction.
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Editorial Review

Review

"In this pioneering book female critics take a serious look at what the genre has begotten thus far and
consider its place in literary history, which has long cast a dubious eye on books written by women solely to
please themselves and other women." -- Tania Modleski, author of Loving with a Vengeance: Mass-
Produced Fantasies for Women

"Valuable addition to the field, not only of gender and popular culture but of feminism in general." --College
Literature

About the Author
Suzanne Ferriss is Professor of English at Nova Southeastern University. She is co-author of A Handbook
of Literary Feminisms and co-editor of two volumes on the cultural study of fashion: On Fashion and
Footnotes: On Shoes.

Mallory Young is Professor of English and French at Tarleton State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Virginia Boone:

Here thing why this Chick Lit: The New Woman's Fiction are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of
all reading a book is good however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as
food or not. Chick Lit: The New Woman's Fiction giving you information deeper including different ways,
you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with Chick Lit: The New Woman's
Fiction. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the
world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation
area, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of Chick Lit: The New Woman's Fiction in e-book can be your choice.

Nancy Wiersma:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some
others. When you read this Chick Lit: The New Woman's Fiction, you can tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.



Diane Numbers:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic from the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the guide untitled Chick Lit: The New Woman's Fiction can be great book to read. May be it is
usually best activity to you.

Jerold Niemi:

You could spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Chick Lit: The New Woman's
Fiction is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include
much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You
can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.
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