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This book is a major and wide-ranging study of the great epidemic scourges of
humanity?plague, leprosy, smallpox, syphilis, cholera, and yellow
fever/malaria?over the last six centuries. It is also much more. Sheldon Watts, a
cultural and social historian who has spent much of his career studying and
teaching in the world’s South, applies a wholly original perspective to the study
of global disease, exploring the connections between the movement of epidemics
and the manifestations of imperial power in the Americas, Asia, Africa, and in
European homelands. He shows how the perceptions of whom a disease targeted
changed over time and effected various political and medical responses. He
argues that not only did Western medicine fail to cure the diseases that its own
expansion engendered, but that imperial medicine was in fact an agent and tool of
empire.

Watts examines the relationship between the pre-modern and modern medical
profession and such epidemic disasters as the plague in western Europe and the
Middle East; leprosy in the medieval West and in the nineteenth-century tropical
world; the spread of smallpox to the New World in the age of exploration;
syphilis and nonsexual diseases in Europe’s connection with Asia; cholera in
India during British rule; and malaria in the Atlantic Basin during the eras of
slavery and Social Darwinism. He investigates in detail the relation between
violent environmental changes and disease, and between disease and society,
both in the material sphere and in the minds and spirits of rulers and ruled. This
book will become the standard account of the way diseases?arising through
chance, through reckless environmental change engineered by man, or through a
combination of each?were interpreted in Western Europe and in the colonized
world.
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This book is a major and wide-ranging study of the great epidemic scourges of humanity?plague, leprosy,
smallpox, syphilis, cholera, and yellow fever/malaria?over the last six centuries. It is also much more.
Sheldon Watts, a cultural and social historian who has spent much of his career studying and teaching in the
world’s South, applies a wholly original perspective to the study of global disease, exploring the connections
between the movement of epidemics and the manifestations of imperial power in the Americas, Asia, Africa,
and in European homelands. He shows how the perceptions of whom a disease targeted changed over time
and effected various political and medical responses. He argues that not only did Western medicine fail to
cure the diseases that its own expansion engendered, but that imperial medicine was in fact an agent and tool
of empire.

Watts examines the relationship between the pre-modern and modern medical profession and such epidemic
disasters as the plague in western Europe and the Middle East; leprosy in the medieval West and in the
nineteenth-century tropical world; the spread of smallpox to the New World in the age of exploration;
syphilis and nonsexual diseases in Europe’s connection with Asia; cholera in India during British rule; and
malaria in the Atlantic Basin during the eras of slavery and Social Darwinism. He investigates in detail the
relation between violent environmental changes and disease, and between disease and society, both in the
material sphere and in the minds and spirits of rulers and ruled. This book will become the standard account
of the way diseases?arising through chance, through reckless environmental change engineered by man, or
through a combination of each?were interpreted in Western Europe and in the colonized world.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Floyd:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Epidemics and History: Disease, Power
and Imperialism will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book
with you?

Linda Spaulding:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Epidemics and History: Disease, Power and Imperialism as
your daily resource information.

Robert Kuehner:

Epidemics and History: Disease, Power and Imperialism can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Epidemics and History:
Disease, Power and Imperialism but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial considering.

Suzanne Crider:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a half
areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Epidemics and History: Disease, Power and
Imperialism to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when



you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about
book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it.
Beside that the guide Epidemics and History: Disease, Power and Imperialism can to be your brand-new
friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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