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The concept of law lies at the heart of our social and political life, shaping the
character of our community and underlying issues from racism and abortion to
human rights and international war. Legal philosophy, or jurisprudence, explores
the notion of law and its role in society, illuminating its meaning and its relation
to the universal questions of justice, rights, and morality.

In this Very Short Introduction Raymond Wacks analyzes the nature and purpose
of the legal system, and the practice by courts, lawyers, and judges. Wacks
reveals the intriguing and challenging nature of legal philosophy with clarity and
enthusiasm, providing an enlightening guide to the central questions of legal
theory.

In this revised edition Wacks makes a number of updates including new material
on legal realism, changes to the approach to the analysis of law and legal theory,
and makes updates to historical and anthropological jurisprudence.

About the Series:
Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions
to a wide range of subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics,
Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the Bible. Not simply a textbook
of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--yet
always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given
discipline or field. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of
the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has developed and how it
has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major
academic discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference
library. Whatever the area of study that one deems important or appealing,
whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short Introductions
series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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The concept of law lies at the heart of our social and political life, shaping the character of our community
and underlying issues from racism and abortion to human rights and international war. Legal philosophy, or
jurisprudence, explores the notion of law and its role in society, illuminating its meaning and its relation to
the universal questions of justice, rights, and morality.

In this Very Short Introduction Raymond Wacks analyzes the nature and purpose of the legal system, and the
practice by courts, lawyers, and judges. Wacks reveals the intriguing and challenging nature of legal
philosophy with clarity and enthusiasm, providing an enlightening guide to the central questions of legal
theory.

In this revised edition Wacks makes a number of updates including new material on legal realism, changes to
the approach to the analysis of law and legal theory, and makes updates to historical and anthropological
jurisprudence.

About the Series:
Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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Editorial Review

Review
With an admirable and elegant economy of expression - which compromises neither subtlety nor nuance -
Ray Wacks has written in Philosophy of Law: A Very Short Introduction, a juristic gem that not only shines
with clarity but sparkles with insight on topics as diverse as natural law, rights theory, utilitarianism, the
sociology of the law, critical legal studies and law-and-economics. An indispensable introduction for the
student of legal philosophy, as well as a sound and reliable guide for the seasoned scholar, Wacks'
Philosophy of Law makes a knock-down case, concisely and capaciously, for the absolute centrality of
jurisprudence to the study of law. Professor William MacNeil, Griffith Law School

About the Author

Raymond Wacks is Emeritus Professor of Law and Legal Theory. His areas of interest are legal theory,
privacy, and human rights, and he has published numerous books and articles on various aspects of law,
including Understanding Jurisprudence: An Introduction to Legal Theory (OUP, 2012), Law: A Very Short
Introduction (OUP, 2008), and Privacy: A Very Short Introduction (OUP, 2010).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marjorie Batchelder:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for all of us. The book Philosophy of Law: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Philosophy of Law: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you
truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using
the book Philosophy of Law: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). You never sense lose
out for everything if you read some books.

Kathleen Carroll:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Philosophy of Law: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver
to you. The writer of Philosophy of Law: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) content
conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Philosophy of Law: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?



Joan Beverly:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Philosophy of Law: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's observe.

Randy Jones:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Philosophy of Law: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have issue
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Philosophy of Law: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
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