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Kirk Lafler's PROC SQL: Beyond the Basics Using SAS, Second Edition, offers
a step-by-step example-driven guide that helps readers master the language of
PROC SQL. Packed with analysis and examples illustrating an assortment of
PROC SQL options, statements, and clauses, this book can be approached in a
number of ways. Users can read it cover-to-cover or selectively by chapter; they
can use the extensive index to find content of interest or refer to the helpful
"Summary" that precede each chapter to look for help on a specific topic.

The second edition explores new and powerful features in SAS 9.3, and includes
such topics as adding data to a table with a SET clause; bulk loading data from
Microsoft Excel; distinguishing between DATA step merges and PROC SQL
joins; rules for designing indexes; cardinality and index selectivity; and
demystifying join algorithms. It also features an expanded discussion of CASE
expressions, and new sections on complex query applications, and grouping and
performance. Delving into the workings of PROC SQL with greater analysis and
discussion, PROC SQL: Beyond the Basic Using SAS, Second Edition, examines
a broad range of topics and provides greater detail about this powerful database
language using discussion and numerous real-world examples.

This book is part of the SAS Press program.
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driven guide that helps readers master the language of PROC SQL. Packed with analysis and examples
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number of ways. Users can read it cover-to-cover or selectively by chapter; they can use the extensive index
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The second edition explores new and powerful features in SAS 9.3, and includes such topics as adding data
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merges and PROC SQL joins; rules for designing indexes; cardinality and index selectivity; and
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Editorial Review

Review

"Kirk Paul Lafler's PROC SQL Beyond the Basics Using SAS, Second Edition makes
learning PROC SQL easy. This book serves as a reference guide for those needing to
learn or even improve their SQL skills. The book is full of easy-to-follow examples that
mimic the scenarios that you are likely to encounter in the business world. He covers all
the basics and adds some extra tips for the rare times you might just need to understand
more of the advanced features.

I really enjoyed Lafler's exploration of the SQL joins versus data step merges and
methods for working with the various join types. PROC SQL has its advantages, and the
data step has its advantages, Lafler certainly helps you understand that PROC SQL can
be just as powerful if you just know a few tricks.

As an experienced PROC SQL user, even I picked up some tricks for working ODS and
ways to debug my SQL code. It wouldn't be a book from the original @SAS_NERD
without the extensive guidance on how to get better performance and efficiency from
your SQL code. This book is a great addition to my SAS bookshelf!

Tricia Aanderud 
President of And Data, Inc.

"PROC SQL is a powerful, but complicated tool. In his book, PROC SQL: Beyond the
Basics Using SAS, Second Edition, Kirk Lafler serves it up in small bites, introducing
new concepts by building examples layer upon layer. Before you know it, you've eaten
the elephant.

Thanks for this opportunity to review Kirk's new book."

Mary F O Rosenbloom
Edwards Lifesciences, LLC

 

Kirk Paul Lafler's PROC SQL: Beyond the Basics Using SAS, Second Edition, is
comprehensive, well organized, and easy to read. Each concept is followed by a real-
world example that addresses the needs of a broad range of SAS users. Its lucid



explanations make even complex topics such as set operators and correlated subqueries
very easy to understand.

This book is beneficial to SQL users at all levels. Novices can use it continuously in
their quest to learn and eventually master PROC SQL. Proficient programmers will
come away with numerous tips. I especially benefitted from Lafler's discussion on case
statements and joins.

As a SAS instructor, I will definitely recommend this book to my students.

Renu Gehring
SAS Author, Consultant 

I thoroughly enjoyed evaluating Kirk's latest book. Demand for SQL programmers
represents exponential usage, and interest continues to grow with respect to the power of
SQL as a programming language, a data management tool, and a report writer.

Kirk's book addresses a variety of applications and appears to represent current ANSI
standard definitions for SQL usage. It complements the SAS system with respect to
treating SAS data sets as SQL tables, SAS observations as SQL rows, and SAS variables
as SQL columns.

The style is fresh and informative. From the elementary to the more complex, the book
represents a good update from the first edition. This new text should be a part of any
programmer's library.

John Boiling
Duke University Faculty

 

About the Author
Kirk Paul Lafler, consultant and founder of Software Intelligence Corporation, has been a SAS user since
1979. He received his BS and MS degrees from the University of Miami. As a SAS Certified Professional,
Lafler provides IT consulting services and training to SAS users around the world. He is the author of several
other books, including PROC SQL: Beyond the Basics Using SAS (2004) and Power AOL and Power SAS,
as well as more than 500 papers and articles, and he is the recipient of nearly two dozen "best" contributed
paper, hands-on workshop (HOW), and poster awards. Lafler is a frequent speaker at international, regional,
special-interest, local, and in-house SAS Users Group conferences and meetings, and he is an emeritus
Advisory Board member of sasCommunity.org. He also writes the popular SAS tips column, "Kirk's
Korner," that appears regularly in several SAS Users Group newsletters.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sandra Gregory:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication PROC SQL: Beyond the Basics Using
SAS, Second Edition will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why
they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Nancy Sena:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a book. The book PROC SQL: Beyond the Basics Using SAS, Second Edition it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book.
In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very
easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Rosa Flint:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
PROC SQL: Beyond the Basics Using SAS, Second Edition the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
every single word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe
you never get before. The PROC SQL: Beyond the Basics Using SAS, Second Edition giving you a different
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life in this
era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased when
you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare
time activity?

Edward Cooley:

This PROC SQL: Beyond the Basics Using SAS, Second Edition is completely new way for you who has
attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this PROC SQL:
Beyond the Basics Using SAS, Second Edition can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form
which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make
them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially



this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just
read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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