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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Fans of Martha Grimes will know that the Lamorna Wink must be a British pub, and one to which
Superintendent Richard Jury or his aristocratic sidekick Melrose Plant can be counted on to repair in the
process of solving amystery or two. Thistime, with Jury off in Ireland, Plant takes the starring role. His
vacation in picturesque Bletchley on the Cornwall coast is very nearly ruined by the coincidental appearance
of hisdreaded Aunt Agatha. Ironically, however, heis drawn to the plight of a young man, Johnny Wells,
whose favorite aunt has disappeared suddenly without trace. In spite of Agatha, Plant decidesto lease a
house owned by an American millionaire whose two grandchildren died tragically on the beach afew years
before. Within aday or so, anew dead body isfound in neighboring Lamorna: that of Sada Colthorp, a
young woman who had lived in the area but left to dabble in porn movies. Plant and divisional police
commander Brian Macalvie (Help the Poor Sruggler) believes there's alink between Colthorp and the
missing Chris Wells. When the pieces start to come together (and afast string of violence ensues), Jury
makes a token appearance to tie up the remaining loose ends. But the day really belongsto Plant, who is
becoming much more than an accidental detective, and to Macalvie, a character with an appeal that may
eclipse even Jury's.

As always, Grimes provides comic relief at the expense of atight plot by checking in with the myriad other
characters who populate Plant's Long Piddleton and Jury's London. The impatient reader may wonder when,
if ever, Plant and friends will cease their juvenile heckling of Vivian Rivington's Italian count. The final
explanation of the children's deaths, however, will leave the most stoic mystery fan feeling distinctly queasy.
That Grimes can so effectively amuse, shock, intrigue, and even irritate after 16 books bodes well for the
continuing life of the series. --Barrie Trinkle

From Publishers Weekly

In her 16th Richard Jury mystery, Grimes delays the great man's appearance until late in the game, but the
novel is nonetheless as consuming as its 15 predecessors (most recently, The Stargazey, 1998). Here, Jury's
pa Melrose Plant |eases Seabourne, alovely oceanside house in Cornwall, where four years earlier two
children died from an inexplicable fall down aflight of stone steps. Their parents fled to London; their
grandfather, who owns Seabourne, refitted alocal stately home into a hospice/nursing home, where he now
lives. Melrose befriends Johnny Wells, a vivacious teenager with ambitions to become a magician, who lives
with his Aunt Chris. When Chris vanishes and another woman, whom Chris detested, is found dead in
neighboring Lamorna, Melrose calls Div. Comdr. Brian Macalvie of the Devon and Cornwall Police
Department, whom Plant and Jury first met as a hot-tempered constable in Help the Poor Struggler. Astwo
more murders follow, Melrose and Macalvie redlize they are investigating two different cases, with
vengeance the motive for one, the other connected to a child pornography ring. At last, Jury arrives fresh
from a case in Northern Ireland and hel ps solve the crimes, past and present, although it is the hypochondriac
Sergeant Wiggins (now hooked on the Bromo Seltzer he discovered in Baltimore in The Horse Y ou Came In
On, 1993), whose voluminous note taking leads to the linchpin clue. In addition to richly portrayed
characters and stunningly described settings, the tangled plot is strewn with a host of genuine clues, as well
asred herrings that beguile as effectively as they mislead. Grimes fans will be particularly intrigued as
Melrose contemplates his childhood, revealing more about his complex personality than ever before.
Mystery Guild main selection; Literary Guild and Doubleday Book Club alternates; 12-city author tour.
(Oct.)
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From School Library Journal

Y A-Fans of Richard Jury may begin by regretting that this tale centers on his aly Melrose Plant. However,
Plant is a more than worthy protagonist, and readers learn more of his background and some of the source of
his disdain for his aristocratic title. While attempting to escape his ever-present and ever-annoying Aunt
Agatha, he rents an empty manor house on the coast of Cornwall. That this house was the site of agrisly
murder four years earlier intrigues Plant as much as the almost-empty music room, left much as it must have
been on that fateful night. The crime does come to the fore, however, as two new murders occur in this
otherwise quiet region, and he once again encounters the brusgue now-Commander Macalvie. He also meets
Johnny, an engaging young man who dreams of being a stage magician. His aunt's disappearance and
subsequent suspicious behavior when the first body is discovered involves Melrose in the new mystery,

while his presence in the old house involves him in the earlier deaths. Jury shows up at the end to pull the
pieces together, but Melrose, Macalvie, and Johnny do a credible job of assembling clues and collecting
suspects. The Long Piddlington crew shows up and Aunt Agathais, of course, very present. The solutionis
unexpected and somewhat strained, but followers of the series will read this new entry as eagerly asthe
earlier ones.

Susan H. Woodcock, Chantilly Regional Library, VA

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Araceli Burns:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question
due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that The Lamorna Wink (Richard
Jury Mysteries Book 16) to read.

Paul Anderson:

The guide untitled The LamornaWink (Richard Jury Mysteries Book 16) isthe reserve that recommended to
you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that
publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did alot of
exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou
also can get the e-book of The Lamorna Wink (Richard Jury Mysteries Book 16) from the publisher to make
you more enjoy freetime.

Lester Gibbons:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you



act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, aswell as
soon. The The Lamorna Wink (Richard Jury Mysteries Book 16) will give you new experiencein reading a
book.

David Thompson:

Y ou may spend your free time to see this book this guide. This The Lamorna Wink (Richard Jury Mysteries
Book 16) issimple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to
read it. Y ou can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.
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