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John Ford’s "The Quiet Man" (1952) is the most popular cinematic
representation of Ireland, and one of Hollywood's classic romantic comedies. For
some viewers and critics the film is a powerful evocation of romantic Ireland and
the search for home; for others, it is a showcase for the worst stereotypes of
stage-Irishry. Much of Irish cinema since the development of an indigenous film
industry in the 1980s has set its face firmly against these mythic images of
Ireland, but no film has yet attained the enduring appeal of "The Quiet Man". In
this radical reappraisal of Ford’s Oscar-winning film, Luke Gibbons traces its
development from Maurice Walsh’s original story (1933) and argues that its
romantic excesses are a symptom of much darker undercurrents in the literary
text, and the displacement of trauma that often underlies nostalgia. Moreover,
Gibbons ably demonstrates how the film, rather than indulging in escapism,
actually questions its own romantic illusions and the dream of returning to an
Irish paradise lost.
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John Ford’s "The Quiet Man" (1952) is the most popular cinematic representation of Ireland, and one of
Hollywood's classic romantic comedies. For some viewers and critics the film is a powerful evocation of
romantic Ireland and the search for home; for others, it is a showcase for the worst stereotypes of stage-
Irishry. Much of Irish cinema since the development of an indigenous film industry in the 1980s has set its
face firmly against these mythic images of Ireland, but no film has yet attained the enduring appeal of "The
Quiet Man". In this radical reappraisal of Ford’s Oscar-winning film, Luke Gibbons traces its development
from Maurice Walsh’s original story (1933) and argues that its romantic excesses are a symptom of much
darker undercurrents in the literary text, and the displacement of trauma that often underlies nostalgia.
Moreover, Gibbons ably demonstrates how the film, rather than indulging in escapism, actually questions its
own romantic illusions and the dream of returning to an Irish paradise lost.
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Editorial Review

Review
‘In The Quiet Man, Luke Gibbons takes a thoughtful, detailed and absorbing approach to the history, myths
and resonances of John Ford’s 1951 Irish classic, a film which, Gibbons notes, ‘has garnered accolades from
directors as diverse as Spielberg and Scorsese, (while) for others it is the bane of Irish cinema.' ’’
(CNNMoney)

Review of the Ireland into Film series:
"Each writer has also done an impressive amount of new archive research, which greatly enhances the series'
value as fim history and film research. The volumes give full production details and where possible, contain
good background interviews with writers and directors….Each volume is lavishly illustrated so that as well
as providing good detailed information on the films and an engaged debate about adaptation in general, the
series is also an excellent value for the collector" (Cineaste)

About the Author
Luke Gibbons is a Professor at the University of Notre Dame, Indiana.

Keith Hopper teaches Literature and Film Studies for Oxford University’s Department for Continuing
Education and for St Clare’s International College, Oxford. He is general editor of the Ireland into Film
series (2001-2007).

Gráinne Humphreys is image editor for the Series. She is Head of Education at the Irish Film Institute.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elnora Perry:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Quiet Man
(Ireland into Film) book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this
book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Jess Cooke:

The book untitled The Quiet Man (Ireland into Film) is the book that recommended to you you just read.
You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that creator
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of
research when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Quiet Man (Ireland into Film) from the publisher to make you a
lot more enjoy free time.



Mary Jones:

Exactly why? Because this The Quiet Man (Ireland into Film) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this
book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content
inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

Frank Tye:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but also novel and The Quiet Man (Ireland into Film) as well as
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel
would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially.
Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any
other book likes The Quiet Man (Ireland into Film) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.
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