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Using concrete examples, John T. Noonan, Jr., demonstrates that the moral
teaching of the Catholic Church has changed and continues to change without
abandoning its foundational commitment to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Specifically, Noonan looks at the profound changes that have occurred over the
centuries in Catholic moral teaching on freedom of conscience, lending for a
profit, and slavery. He also offers a close examination of the change now in
progress concerning divorce.
 
In these changes Noonan perceives the Catholic Church to be a vigorous, living
organism answering new questions with new answers, and enlarging the capacity
of believers to learn through experience and empathy what love demands. He
contends that the impetus to change comes from a variety of sources, including
prayer, meditation on Scripture, new theological insights and analyses, the
evolution of human institutions, and the examples and instruction given by
persons of good will.
 
Noonan also states that the Church cannot change its commitment to preaching
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Given this absolute, how can the moral teaching of
the Church change? Noonan finds this question unanswerable when asked in the
abstract. But in the context of the specific facts and events he discusses in this
book, an answer becomes clear. As our capacity to grasp the Gospel grows, so
too, our understanding and compassion, which give life to the Gospel
commandments of love, grow.
 

"Having been an office neighbor of Judge John Noonan at the Kluge Center of
the Library of Congress while this book was developing, I am delighted to see it
in print. It is a careful and yet bold application of the concept of 'development of
doctrine' to morals rather than to dogma, and a brilliant taxonomy of Christian
attitudes toward slavery. The result of Judge Noonan's research is a deeper, if
more complex, understanding of just what the continuity of the Orthodox-
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Catholic tradition implies. I look forward to discussing it with the author at
greater length, and I cannot imagine any serious person who would not benefit
from reading it." —Jaroslav Pelikan, Yale University
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Using concrete examples, John T. Noonan, Jr., demonstrates that the moral teaching of the Catholic Church
has changed and continues to change without abandoning its foundational commitment to the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. Specifically, Noonan looks at the profound changes that have occurred over the centuries in
Catholic moral teaching on freedom of conscience, lending for a profit, and slavery. He also offers a close
examination of the change now in progress concerning divorce.
 
In these changes Noonan perceives the Catholic Church to be a vigorous, living organism answering new
questions with new answers, and enlarging the capacity of believers to learn through experience and empathy
what love demands. He contends that the impetus to change comes from a variety of sources, including
prayer, meditation on Scripture, new theological insights and analyses, the evolution of human institutions,
and the examples and instruction given by persons of good will.
 
Noonan also states that the Church cannot change its commitment to preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Given this absolute, how can the moral teaching of the Church change? Noonan finds this question
unanswerable when asked in the abstract. But in the context of the specific facts and events he discusses in
this book, an answer becomes clear. As our capacity to grasp the Gospel grows, so too, our understanding
and compassion, which give life to the Gospel commandments of love, grow.
 

"Having been an office neighbor of Judge John Noonan at the Kluge Center of the Library of Congress while
this book was developing, I am delighted to see it in print. It is a careful and yet bold application of the
concept of 'development of doctrine' to morals rather than to dogma, and a brilliant taxonomy of Christian
attitudes toward slavery. The result of Judge Noonan's research is a deeper, if more complex, understanding
of just what the continuity of the Orthodox-Catholic tradition implies. I look forward to discussing it with the
author at greater length, and I cannot imagine any serious person who would not benefit from reading it."
—Jaroslav Pelikan, Yale University
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Krystal Sutherland:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a person is you
don't know what type you should start with. This A Church That Can and Cannot Change: The Development
of Catholic Moral Teaching (ND Erasmus Institute Books) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up
with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Elizabeth Cornelius:

Exactly why? Because this A Church That Can and Cannot Change: The Development of Catholic Moral
Teaching (ND Erasmus Institute Books) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you
to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was
fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the
other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold
off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

John Lambeth:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find book that
need more time to be examine. A Church That Can and Cannot Change: The Development of Catholic Moral
Teaching (ND Erasmus Institute Books) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual
who have those short extra time problems.

Martin Hanson:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as



can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this A Church That Can and Cannot Change: The Development of Catholic
Moral Teaching (ND Erasmus Institute Books) can make you feel more interested to read.
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