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This abridged edition of Haruo Shirane's popular anthology, Early Modern
Japanese Literature, retains the essential texts that have made the original
volume such a valuable resource. The book introduces English-speaking readers
to prose fiction genres, including dangibon, kibyoshi (satiric picture books),
sharebon (books of wit and fashion), yomihon, kokkeibon (books of humor),
gokan (bound books), and ninjobon (books of romance and sentiment). It also
features poetic genres such as waka, haiku, senryu, and kyoka, and plays ranging
from Chikamatsu's puppet plays to nineteenth-century kabuki. Readers will
continue to benefit from the anthology's selection of significant essays, treatises,
literary criticism, folk stories, and other noncanonical works, as well as the
numerous prints that accompanied these works. They will also find Shirane's
introductions and critical commentary, which guide the reader through the
allusive and often elliptical nature of these incredible selections.
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This abridged edition of Haruo Shirane's popular anthology, Early Modern Japanese Literature, retains the
essential texts that have made the original volume such a valuable resource. The book introduces English-
speaking readers to prose fiction genres, including dangibon, kibyoshi (satiric picture books), sharebon
(books of wit and fashion), yomihon, kokkeibon (books of humor), gokan (bound books), and ninjobon
(books of romance and sentiment). It also features poetic genres such as waka, haiku, senryu, and kyoka, and
plays ranging from Chikamatsu's puppet plays to nineteenth-century kabuki. Readers will continue to benefit
from the anthology's selection of significant essays, treatises, literary criticism, folk stories, and other
noncanonical works, as well as the numerous prints that accompanied these works. They will also find
Shirane's introductions and critical commentary, which guide the reader through the allusive and often
elliptical nature of these incredible selections.
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Editorial Review

Review

This book will become an indispensable reference, not only for students of Edo literature but also for those
who have an interest in Japanese culture in general.

(Asian Studies Review)

[This] will serve as the standard anthology for some time to come.

(Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies)

There has quite simply never been a collection like this one. It's an experience not to be missed, and it will
give pleasure to many.

(Thomas Rimer, author of The Columbia Anthology of Modern Japanese Literature)

This volume provides a cornucopia of early modern Japanese texts, from high to low, the cool reason of
philosophy and literary criticism to 'hot' fiction for popular consumption, Rai Sanyo's history to Chikamatsu's
historical drama, kanshi to haiku, autobiography to ghost stories. On the basis of this volume alone, one can
mount a comprehensive course in Edo literature.

(Sonja Arntzen, University of Toronto)

About the Author

Haruo Shirane is Shincho Professor of Japanese Literature and Culture at Columbia University and author of
The Bridge of Dreams: A Poetics of The Tale of Genji and Traces of Dreams: Landscape, Cultural Memory
and the Poetry of Basho. With Columbia University Press, he has published Traditional Japanese Literature;
Classical Japanese: A Grammar; Classical Japanese Reader and Essential Dictionary; and Envisioning The
Tale of Genji: Media, Gender, and Cultural Production.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lawrence Richardson:

The book Early Modern Japanese Literature: An Anthology, 1600-1900 (Abridged Edition) (Translations
from the Asian Classics (Hardcover)) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make examining a book Early Modern Japanese Literature: An



Anthology, 1600-1900 (Abridged Edition) (Translations from the Asian Classics (Hardcover)) to be your
habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a reserve Early
Modern Japanese Literature: An Anthology, 1600-1900 (Abridged Edition) (Translations from the Asian
Classics (Hardcover)). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Betty Bowers:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to
other people. When you read this Early Modern Japanese Literature: An Anthology, 1600-1900 (Abridged
Edition) (Translations from the Asian Classics (Hardcover)), you can tells your family, friends and soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Eugene Williams:

The e-book untitled Early Modern Japanese Literature: An Anthology, 1600-1900 (Abridged Edition)
(Translations from the Asian Classics (Hardcover)) is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You can
see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the
book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the
e-book of Early Modern Japanese Literature: An Anthology, 1600-1900 (Abridged Edition) (Translations
from the Asian Classics (Hardcover)) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Josephine Draughn:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Early Modern Japanese Literature: An
Anthology, 1600-1900 (Abridged Edition) (Translations from the Asian Classics (Hardcover)) can be the
respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time
by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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