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Paula Hyman broadens and revises earlier analyses of Jewish assimilation, which
depicted “the Jews” as though they were all men, by focusing on women and the
domestic as well as the public realms. Surveying Jewish accommodations to new
conditions in Europe and the United States in the years between 1850 and 1950,
she retrieves the experience of women as reflected in their writings--memoirs,
newspaper and journal articles, and texts of speeches--and finds that Jewish
women’s patterns of assimilation differed from men’s and that an examination of
those differences exposes the tensions inherent in the project of Jewish
assimilation.

Patterns of assimilation varied not only between men and women but also
according to geographical locale and social class. Germany, France, England, and
the United States offered some degree of civic equality to their Jewish
populations, and by the last third of the nineteenth century, their relatively small
Jewish communities were generally defined by their middle-class characteristics.
In contrast, the eastern European nations contained relatively large and
overwhelmingly non-middle-class Jewish population. Hyman considers how
these differences between East and West influenced gender norms, which in turn
shaped Jewish women’s responses to the changing conditions of the modern
world, and how they merged in the large communities of eastern European
Jewish immigrants in the United States.

The book concludes with an exploration of the sexual politics of Jewish identity.
Hyman argues that the frustration of Jewish men at their “feminization” in
societies in which they had achieved political equality and economic success was
manifested in their criticism of, and distancing from, Jewish women.

The book integrates a wide range of primary and secondary sources to
incorporate Jewish women’s history into one of the salient themes in modern
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Jewish history, that of assimilation. The book is addressed to a wide audience:
those with an interest in modern Jewish history, in women’s history, and in
ethnic studies and all who are concerned with the experience and identity of Jews
in the modern world.
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Paula Hyman broadens and revises earlier analyses of Jewish assimilation, which depicted “the Jews” as
though they were all men, by focusing on women and the domestic as well as the public realms. Surveying
Jewish accommodations to new conditions in Europe and the United States in the years between 1850 and
1950, she retrieves the experience of women as reflected in their writings--memoirs, newspaper and journal
articles, and texts of speeches--and finds that Jewish women’s patterns of assimilation differed from men’s
and that an examination of those differences exposes the tensions inherent in the project of Jewish
assimilation.

Patterns of assimilation varied not only between men and women but also according to geographical locale
and social class. Germany, France, England, and the United States offered some degree of civic equality to
their Jewish populations, and by the last third of the nineteenth century, their relatively small Jewish
communities were generally defined by their middle-class characteristics. In contrast, the eastern European
nations contained relatively large and overwhelmingly non-middle-class Jewish population. Hyman
considers how these differences between East and West influenced gender norms, which in turn shaped
Jewish women’s responses to the changing conditions of the modern world, and how they merged in the
large communities of eastern European Jewish immigrants in the United States.

The book concludes with an exploration of the sexual politics of Jewish identity. Hyman argues that the
frustration of Jewish men at their “feminization” in societies in which they had achieved political equality
and economic success was manifested in their criticism of, and distancing from, Jewish women.

The book integrates a wide range of primary and secondary sources to incorporate Jewish women’s history
into one of the salient themes in modern Jewish history, that of assimilation. The book is addressed to a wide
audience: those with an interest in modern Jewish history, in women’s history, and in ethnic studies and all
who are concerned with the experience and identity of Jews in the modern world.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Omar Carter:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Gender and Assimilation in Modern Jewish History: The Roles and
Representation of Women (Samuel and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies) book is readable by you
who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Gender and
Assimilation in Modern Jewish History: The Roles and Representation of Women (Samuel and Althea
Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies) content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking Gender
and Assimilation in Modern Jewish History: The Roles and Representation of Women (Samuel and Althea
Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Nancy Deanda:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Gender and Assimilation in Modern
Jewish History: The Roles and Representation of Women (Samuel and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish
Studies) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Karen Bright:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the guide untitled Gender and Assimilation in Modern Jewish History: The Roles and Representation
of Women (Samuel and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies) can be good book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.



Stephen Lee:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need
more time to be read. Gender and Assimilation in Modern Jewish History: The Roles and Representation of
Women (Samuel and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies) can be your answer as it can be read by a
person who have those short spare time problems.
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