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Iron Cages addresses the crisis of the African postcolonial state by exploring the
interaction between the 'iron cages' of expert knowledge - of which social science
paradigms are taken as emblematic - and lived worlds as experienced by
'ordinary' Africans. The book focuses on two paradigms in particular,
modernization theory and Marxism-Leninism, and argues that they were
designed not so much to chart the mutable and permeable contours of local
landscapes as to affirm the immutable, purportedly scientific, reality tracks
embedded in each paradigm. A related investigative trajectory targets the
interface between social science paradigms and political ideologies, and argues
that the frontier between scientific observation and ideological conviction often is
honored more in the breach than in the observance. Author Alison Jones
concludes that, by relegating lived worlds to shadowy and insubstantial
landscapes of non-being, social science paradigms are implicated in the inability
of political ideologies to make sufficient sense to African constituencies. A
negative consequence is that in a number of cases, 'national unity' either
disintegrates altogether or is coercively enforced by incumbent regimes.
However, two African leaders - Amilcar Cabral of Guinea-Bissau and Julius
Nyerere of Tanzania - broke free from paradigmatic constraints by consciously
seeking to bridge the gap between expert knowledge and local worlds. In so
doing, they created a third space of humanist enunciation informed by - but not
exclusive to - the lived experience of African peoples. By situating local
specificities within global contexts, they flagged a way forward for the continent
and her many countries.
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as experienced by 'ordinary' Africans. The book focuses on two paradigms in particular, modernization
theory and Marxism-Leninism, and argues that they were designed not so much to chart the mutable and
permeable contours of local landscapes as to affirm the immutable, purportedly scientific, reality tracks
embedded in each paradigm. A related investigative trajectory targets the interface between social science
paradigms and political ideologies, and argues that the frontier between scientific observation and
ideological conviction often is honored more in the breach than in the observance. Author Alison Jones
concludes that, by relegating lived worlds to shadowy and insubstantial landscapes of non-being, social
science paradigms are implicated in the inability of political ideologies to make sufficient sense to African
constituencies. A negative consequence is that in a number of cases, 'national unity' either disintegrates
altogether or is coercively enforced by incumbent regimes. However, two African leaders - Amilcar Cabral
of Guinea-Bissau and Julius Nyerere of Tanzania - broke free from paradigmatic constraints by consciously
seeking to bridge the gap between expert knowledge and local worlds. In so doing, they created a third space
of humanist enunciation informed by - but not exclusive to - the lived experience of African peoples. By
situating local specificities within global contexts, they flagged a way forward for the continent and her
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rodney Sierra:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Iron Cages: Paradigms,
Ideologies and the Crisis of the Postcolonial State, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Jose Brummitt:

Beside this kind of Iron Cages: Paradigms, Ideologies and the Crisis of the Postcolonial State in your phone,
it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge
you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have Iron Cages: Paradigms, Ideologies and the Crisis of the Postcolonial
State because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom
get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set
up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this
book along with read it from at this point!

Kristen Hamilton:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Iron Cages: Paradigms, Ideologies and the Crisis
of the Postcolonial State was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Iron
Cages: Paradigms, Ideologies and the Crisis of the Postcolonial State has many kinds or variety. Start from
kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.

Beverly Thomas:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get
a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Iron Cages: Paradigms, Ideologies and the Crisis of the



Postcolonial State to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling
about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine
it. Beside that the guide Iron Cages: Paradigms, Ideologies and the Crisis of the Postcolonial State can to be
your friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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