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James was a vegetarian, wore only linen clothing, bathed daily at dawn in cold
water, and was alife-long Nazirite. In this profound and provocative work of
scholarly detection, eminent biblical scholar Robert Eisenman introduces a
startling theory about the identity of James—the brother of Jesus, who was
amost entirely marginalized in the New Testament.

Drawing on long-overlooked early Church texts and the Dead Sea Scrolls,
Eisenman revedls in this groundbreaking exploration that James, not Peter, was
the real successor to the movement we now call "Christianity." In an argument
with enormous implications, Eisenman identifies Paul as deeply compromised by
Roman contacts. James is presented as not simply the leader of Christianity of his
day, but the popular Jewish leader of histime, whose death triggered the
Uprising against Rome—a fact that creative rewriting of early Church documents
has obscured.

Eisenman revedls that characters such as "Judas Iscariot" and "the Apostle
James' did not exist as such. In delineating the deliberate falsifications in New
Testament dcouments, Eisenman shows how—as James was written out—anti-
Semitism was written in. By rescuing James from the oblivion into which he was
cast, the final conclusion of Jamesthe Brother of Jesusis, in the words of The
Jerusalem Post, "apocayptic" —who and whatever James was, so was Jesus.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Robert Eisenman, one of the most eminent researchers of early Christianity working today, has produced an
exhaustive study of the historical milieu at the time of Jesus and come to the conclusion that James, rather
than Peter, was heir to histeachings. Because the historical material regarding Jamesis actually quite
plentiful, a clear picture arises not only in regard to who James was, but by extension, who Jesus was al so.
Controversy is assured; still, given a patient reading, one will discover that Eisenman's research is
meticulous, his arguments cogent, and his conclusions persuasive. This should prove to be a popular and
influential book.

From Library Journal

In previous writings (most recently, The Dead Sea Scrolls Uncovered, LJ 2/1/93), Eisenman drew attention
to apparent parallels between the Qumran community reflected in the scrolls and the early Jewish Christian
community led by James, the brother of Jesus. In his latest work, he attempts to examine further those
parallels and to rescue James from "the scrapheap of history." Eisenman believes James'srolein early
Christianity has been downplayed in the tradition(s) preserved in the New Testament, primarily the Gospels
and Acts. Vestiges of the real James are blurred. Eisenman, therefore, chooses to place more confidencein
extra-biblical writings, especially the Dead Sea Scrolls, for understanding James and hisrole in early
Christianity; he takes every opportunity to deprecate the writings of the New Testament (except where they
can be pressed into service to strengthen his case). At timesit is difficult to determine whether the author's
goal isto reclaim James or defame the New Testament. This piece of tendentious research is not the key to
unlocking anything about early Christianity.?Craig W. Beard, Univ. of Alabama Lib., Birmingham
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

For those interested in early Christianity and the Dead Sea Scrolls, this hefty volume looks irresistible. Not
only does Eisenman, alongtime scrolls scholar, cast his gaze on James, the brother of Jesus, a fascinating but
little-understood biblical character, but he also links early Christianity with the community at Qumran,
whose members are thought by many to be the writers of the ancient scrolls. Unfortunately, those eager to be
educated on those topics will find Eisenman rough going. Not only is the book ailmost 1,000 pages long, a
good part of it will be comprehensible only to those with advanced knowledge of the subjects. Eisenman
himself suggests that readers of hisbook should have in front of them a copy of the New Testament, a
tranglation of the Dead Sea Scrolls, and the works of the ancient Jewish historian Josephus. Actualy, thisisa
helpful suggestion, but how many of us can find our copy of Josephus? Thisisthe sort of book that will
attract considerable attention and even some requests in public libraries. Whether it will be read is another
issue. llene Cooper

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Beth Stewart:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

add your knowledge by the e-book entitled James the Brother of Jesus: The Key to Unlocking the Secrets of
Early Christianity and the Dead Sea Scrolls. Try to make the book James the Brother of Jesus. The Key to
Unlocking the Secrets of Early Christianity and the Dead Sea Scrolls as your good friend. It meansthat it can
to be your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Y eah,
itisvery fortuned for you personally. The book makes you alot more confidence because you can know
every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Christy Dennie:

This book untitled James the Brother of Jesus: The Key to Unlocking the Secrets of Early Christianity and
the Dead Sea Scrolls to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read
this reserve you can get alot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or
you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this
reserve from your list.

Jennifer Yost:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading books. It
can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is definitely
James the Brother of Jesus. The Key to Unlocking the Secrets of Early Christianity and the Dead Sea Scrolls.

Julie Chambers;

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see colorful pictures on
there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe know that on this age, many
ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
James the Brother of Jesus: The Key to Unlocking the Secrets of Early Christianity and the Dead Sea Scrolls
can make you feel more interested to read.
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