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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Writer and photographer Heacox delivers a genuine, deeply moving account of the past 25 years he has spent
living in Glacier Bay, Alaska, "the last wild shore, nine hundred miles north of Seattle and nine hundred
yearsin the past." Thiswork's title comes from the first kayaking trip Heacox took therein 1979. As he
explored the bay with afriend, they found themselves the sole kayak in that body of water, "alone, and
escaped, |eft to wonder how long it could last, this wildness and grace." Heacox's ability to use this
tension—between the beauty of the Alaskan wilderness and the creeping encroachment of modern life—is
the thread that unites his varied observations, and it's what gives the book its uniqueness and keepsit from
being another pale imitation of Coming into the Country, John McPhee's late-1970s classic on Alaska.
Heacox (An American ldea; Shackleton; etc.)deftly renders highly personal accounts of life with hiswife and
constant companion—especially a horrific account of her near-death from hypothermiain a winter
storm—and the development of his friendship with Michio Hoshino, who became a famed photographer of
bears before an untimely death. He also offers afascinating ook at his own development as a
conservationist. The combination of these various elements makes for a charming reverie on Alaskas past
and athoughtful look at its future. Map. (May)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

One hundred years after naturalist John Muir made hisfirst trip to Alaska, National Park Service employee
Heacox is paddling the waters of Glacier Bay with Richard Steele, afellow summer recruit. The year is
1979, and their goal isto visit untrammeled wilderness, and to be the only kayak in the bay. Although some
25 years have passed since that summer, Heacox is still enamored of Alaska, and the valuable friendships he
made there. Heis an intrepid spirit well suited to Alaskan life, and has little patience for those who don't
meet his standards. "Make access easy, and a place dies," is his motto, and therein lies the paradox that
Heacox tries to resolve in this book. He knows that cruise ships are damaging to the bay's ecosystem, for
example, yet he also realizes that it would be nearly impossible for the elderly visitors to enjoy the coastline
by kayak as he does. As he wrestles with such conundrums, Heacox creates a nicely balanced environmental
portrait of Alaska'sice-cut coast. Rebecca Maksel

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"[A] tender chronicle of amiracle in process, with glints of its rarity thrown by the handful from these
pages.”--Kirkus Reviews

"Writer and photographer Heacox delivers a genuine, deeply moving account of the past twenty-five years he
has spent living in Glacier Bay, Alaska."--Publishers Weekly

"'Make access easy, and a place dies,' is his motto, and therein lies the paradox that Heacox triesto resolvein
thisbook. . . . As he wrestles with such conundrums, Heacox creates a nicely balanced environmental
portrait of Alaska'sice-cut coast."--Booklist
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Donna Jost:

The experience that you get from Only Kayak: A Journey Into The Heart Of Alaskais amore deep you
looking the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to understand but Only Kayak: A Journey Into The Heart Of Alaska giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood
simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Thereforeit is easy to understand then can go with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific Only Kayak: A Journey
Into The Heart Of Alaska instantly.

Daniel Hendrix:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you alot of new
data. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Only Kayak: A
Journey Into The Heart Of Alaska, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide.
Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Flora Godfrey:

Often the book Only Kayak: A Journey Into The Heart Of Alaska hasalot details on it. So when you make
sureto read this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
perusing this book.

Shea Cross:

This Only Kayak: A Journey Into The Heart Of Alaskais great reserve for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
Thiskind of book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling
sentences included. So if you areread it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers
you straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Only
Kayak: A Journey Into The Heart Of Alaskain your hand like getting the world in your arm, datain it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this
reserve already do that. So, thisreally is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt
that will?
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