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Moral relativism is deeply troubling for those who believe that, without a set of
moral absolutes, democratic societies will devolve into tyranny or totalitarianism.
Engaging directly with this claim, Carlo Invernizzi Accetti traces the roots of
contemporary anti-relativist fears to the antimodern rhetoric of the Catholic
Church and then rescues a form of philosophical relativism for modern, pluralist
societies, arguing that this viewpoint provides the firmest foundation for an
allegiance to democracy.

In his analyses of the relationship between religious arguments and political
authority and the implications of philosophical relativism for democratic theory,
Accetti makes a far-ranging contribution to contemporary debates over the
revival of religion in politics and the conceptual grounds for a commitment to
democracy. He presents the first comprehensive genealogy of anti-relativist
discourse and reclaims for English-speaking readers the overlooked work of
Hans Kelsen on the connection between relativism and democracy. By engaging
with contemporary attempts to replace the religious foundation of democratic
values with a neo-Kantian conception of reason, Accetti also makes a powerful
case for relativism as the best basis for a civic ethos that integrates different
perspectives into democratic politics.
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societies will devolve into tyranny or totalitarianism. Engaging directly with this claim, Carlo Invernizzi
Accetti traces the roots of contemporary anti-relativist fears to the antimodern rhetoric of the Catholic
Church and then rescues a form of philosophical relativism for modern, pluralist societies, arguing that this
viewpoint provides the firmest foundation for an allegiance to democracy.

In his analyses of the relationship between religious arguments and political authority and the implications of
philosophical relativism for democratic theory, Accetti makes a far-ranging contribution to contemporary
debates over the revival of religion in politics and the conceptual grounds for a commitment to democracy.
He presents the first comprehensive genealogy of anti-relativist discourse and reclaims for English-speaking
readers the overlooked work of Hans Kelsen on the connection between relativism and democracy. By
engaging with contemporary attempts to replace the religious foundation of democratic values with a neo-
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Editorial Review

Review

Since the emergence of democracy in the Western world, the Catholic Church has warned that democracies'
association with cultural relativism would lead to a new totalitarianism. In this compelling book, Accetti
reveals the origins of this demand for absolute moral and political truths. He defends a challenging point of
view: individual moral relativism not only complements but reinforces democracy. Clear and convincing!

(Patrick Weil, Yale University)

An original and bold argument that offers a compelling and critical account of how particular religious
institutions aim to impose their views on politics by using the 'authority' of religious beliefs. It sheds light on
our present debates concerning religion and politics.

(María Pía Lara, author of The Disclosure of Politics: Struggles Over the Semantics of Secularization)

An important and timely book that provides an outstandingly well-researched reconstruction of the history of
the religious discourse of anti-relativism, and then advances a bold and original response, defending
relativism as the most adequate philosophical foundation for democracy. The scholarship is impeccable and
the argument is both challenging and persuasive: it will become a reference point.

(Justine Lacroix, Université Libre de Bruxelles)

Relativism and Religion offers a lucid and creative reinterpretation of Hans Kelsen's still neglected
democratic theory.

(Jan-Werner Mueller, author of Contesting Democracy: Political Ideas in Twentieth-Century Europe)

A courageous and truly original contribution to the study of democracy as a society that is structurally based
on opinions that citizens form in their free and open exchange of their political and moral judgments and
decisions. This makes democracy not easily welcomed by supporters of absolute visions of truth, religious or
otherwise. Accetti shows very convincingly how the call for the reassertion of a reference to a notion of
absolute truth in contemporary politics constitutes one of the most resilient expressions of the resistance
against the democratic principle of self-government from within democratic societies.

(Nadia Urbinati, Columbia University)

About the Author

Carlo Invernizzi Accetti is an assistant professor of political theory at City College, City University of New
York, and an associate researcher at the Center for European Studies of the Institut d'Etudes Politiques de
Paris (Sciences Po).



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Helen Thibodeaux:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Relativism and Religion: Why
Democratic Societies Do Not Need Moral Absolutes (Religion, Culture, and Public Life) book as beginner
and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Thelma Price:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the
book you have read will be Relativism and Religion: Why Democratic Societies Do Not Need Moral
Absolutes (Religion, Culture, and Public Life).

Shawn Proctor:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking
at a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere?
It okay you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Relativism and
Religion: Why Democratic Societies Do Not Need Moral Absolutes (Religion, Culture, and Public Life)
which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Alan Archuleta:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Relativism and Religion: Why Democratic
Societies Do Not Need Moral Absolutes (Religion, Culture, and Public Life) as well as others sources were
given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes Relativism and
Religion: Why Democratic Societies Do Not Need Moral Absolutes (Religion, Culture, and Public Life) to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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