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The Body Economic revises the intellectual history of nineteenth-century Britain
by demonstrating that political economists and the writers who often presented
themselves as their literary antagonists actually held most of their basic social
assumptions in common. Catherine Gallagher demonstrates that political
economists and their Romantic and early-Victorian criticsjointly relocated the
idea of value from the realm of transcendent spirituality to that of organic "life,"
making human sensations--especially pleasure and pain--the sources and signs of
that value. Classical political economy, this book shows, was not a mechanical
ideology but aform of nineteenth-century organicism, which put the body and its
feelings at the center of its theories, and neoclassical economics built itself even
more self-consciously on physiological premises.

The Body Economic explains how these shared views of life, death, and sensation
hel ped shape and were modified by the two most important Victorian novelists:
Charles Dickens and George Eliot. It reveals how political economists interacted
crucially with the life sciences of the nineteenth century--especially with
psychophysiology and anthropol ogy--producing the intellectual world that
nurtured not only George Eliot's realism but also turn-of-the-century literary
modernism.
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economists and their Romantic and early-Victorian critics jointly relocated the idea of value from the realm
of transcendent spirituality to that of organic "life," making human sensations--especially pleasure and pain--
the sources and signs of that value. Classical political economy, this book shows, was not a mechanical
ideology but aform of nineteenth-century organicism, which put the body and its feelings at the center of its
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The Body Economic explains how these shared views of life, death, and sensation helped shape and were
modified by the two most important Victorian novelists: Charles Dickens and George Eliot. It reveals how
political economists interacted crucially with the life sciences of the nineteenth century--especially with
psychophysiology and anthropol ogy--producing the intellectual world that nurtured not only George Eliot's
realism but also turn-of-the-century literary modernism.
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Editorial Review

Review

"[An] astute and innovative reevaluation of the interplay between fiction and economic thought . . . [The
Body Economic] represents a major contribution to literary studies and intellectual history."--Margot Finn,
Journal of Victorian Culture

"In astunningly innovative gesture, Gallagher points out that the thin-blooded political economists and the
warm-hearted Romantic organicists of early nineteenth-century Britain had a good deal more in common
than is generally supposed."--Terry Eagleton, Field Day Review

"Gallagher's brilliance as an intellectual historian has always resided in her ability to show us how ideas that
look different are really alike, and how ideas we tend to lump together are realy different. . . . The Body
Economic . . . isagift to the intelligence of every student of nineteenth-century culture."--Rosemarie
Bodenheimer, Nineteenth-Century Literature

"[B]rings the history of economics into the heart of modern literature and literary theory, showing how much
modernism'’s anti-bourgeois presentation of sex owed to a complex century-long debate about wealth and
poverty. It is arare achievement.”--Gor don Bigelow, Moder nism/moder nity

"Many of Gallagher'slocal observations and textual analyses are stunningly perceptive and original. . . .
Gallagher's trestments of the four novels she examinesin detail are also complex and rewarding. Her
analysis of Daniel Deronda, which turns on the resemblance between Jevon's margina utility formula and
Eliot's exploration of Gwendolen's and Elit's storries about being redundant--'afinal increment' that can
never be as desirable asits predecessors--is atour de force that illuminates the novel in fascinating
ways."--Victorian Studies

"With admirable economy and a clear sense of purpose, The Body Economic explores and collapses the gulf
popularly held to exist between the values and mindsets of post-Enlightenment political economists,
represented here by Bentham and Malthus, and those of nineteenth-century imaginative novelists, here
represented in the mid-Victorian phase by Dickens, and in the late, by George Eliot. . . . [An] original and
considerable accomplishment."--Dickens Quarterly

"In her commanding and authoritative new study Catherine Gallagher['s] . . . The Body Economic will
doubtless become required reading for anyone seeking to understand the complex lines of affiliation and
resistance between economic theory and the literary text in the mid-Victorian period."--Roger Ebbatson,
Modern Language Review

"[This] isan innovative and provocative book, brimming with fresh insights. . . . Gallagher's use of political
economy to explain the most puzzling features of Dickens's novel isinspirational, and it will likely become a
model for future studies."--Silvana Colélla, Nineteenth Century Studies

From the Back Cover

"A marvelous book. No other literary critic writes with such an assured and lucid grasp of both the novel and
the history of economic theory."--James Eli Adams, Cornell Univer sity



"Thisisastunning and extremely important book whose scholarship is deep and sound from start to finish.
Gallagher offers afundamentally original and revisionary understanding of Victorian culture and of
modernist literature as well."--Geor ge L evine, Rutger s Univer sity

"Well-researched, clearly argued, and both original and provocative."--Patrick Brantlinger, Indiana
University

About the Author

Catherine Gallagher is Eggers Professor of English Literature at the University of California, Berkeley. Her
booksinclude "The Industrial Reformation of English Fiction, Nobody's Story, The Vanishing Acts of
Women Writers in the Marketplace”, and "Practicing New Historicism” (with Stephen Greenblatt).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Pamela Steele:

Typically the book The Body Economic: Life, Death, and Sensation in Political Economy and the Victorian
Novel will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author styleto explain theideais
very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book The Body
Economic: Life, Death, and Sensation in Political Economy and the Victorian Novel is much recommended
to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Gregory Throop:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Body Economic: Life,
Death, and Sensation in Political Economy and the Victorian Novel that give your pleasure preference will
be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly
that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person.
So, for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick The Body Economic:
Life, Death, and Sensation in Poalitical Economy and the Victorian Novel become your starter.

Judy Newberry:

Do you redlly one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since
fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be The Body Economic: Life, Death, and
Sensation in Political Economy and the Victorian Novel why because the excellent cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.



SandraLynn:

The book untitled The Body Economic: Life, Death, and Sensation in Political Economy and the Victorian
Novel contain alot of information on this. The writer explains your ex ideawith easy approach. The
language is very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that.
The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. Y ou can read
this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-
site and also order it. Have anice learn.
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