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When Montaigne developed the essay in the sixteenth century, he could not have
imagined the power and longevity of his creation. "He did not set up for a
philosopher, wit, orator, or moralist,” wrote Hazlitt, "but he became all these by
merely daring to tell us whatever passed through his mind." Ever since, writers
have seized upon his example, and for over four hundred years we have
encountered astonishing insights and breathtaking language by following what
has passed through their minds, as recounted in the essay. And now some of the
finest essays of all time have been gathered together by John Gross, former editor
of The New York Times Book Review, in an outstanding new anthology.

Ranging from the early 1600s through the 1980s, this sweeping collection
includes 140 essays by 120 of the finest writersin the history of the English
language. John Gross has collected classics and rare gems, representative
samples and personal favorites, intimate essays and learned, serious reflections
and hysterically funny satire, by both British and American writers. Hereis
Eveleyn Waugh, providing tips on how to move in Well-Informed Circles
("Attribute all facts of common knowledge to personal information; for instance,
do not say, 'What awet week it has been,’ but, 'They tell me at Greenwich they
have registered the highest rainfall for six weeks"); Ralph Waldo Emerson on
conservatism and innovation; Ambrose Bierce on "the horror of the characteristic
American custom of promiscuous, unsought, and unauthorized introductions’;
Oscar Wilde on the critic as artist ("It is only about things that do not interest one
that one can give areally unbiased opion, which is no doubt the reason why an
unbiased opinion is always absolutely valueless"); Rose Macaulay on dinner
parties; and James Baldwin, musing about what a remote Swiss village tells him
about race in the wider world ("Joyce is right about history being a nightmare--
but it may be the nightmare from which no one can awaken. People are trapped
in history, and history is trapped in them.").

The authors Gross has gathered form agallery of genius, all indispensable
masters of rhetoric, from Samuel Butler to Samud Johnson, from John Dryden to
Ben Franklin, from Geoge Eliot to George Bernard Shaw, from E.B. White to
Joan Didion. Including book reviews and travel sketches, history lessons and
meditations, reflections on art and on potato chips, these essays sample four
centuries of eloquence and insight in a collection that is at once immensely
enlightening, edifying, and entertaining.
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When Montaigne devel oped the essay in the sixteenth century, he could not have imagined the power and
longevity of his creation. "He did not set up for a philosopher, wit, orator, or moralist,” wrote Hazlitt, "but he
became all these by merely daring to tell us whatever passed through his mind." Ever since, writers have
seized upon his example, and for over four hundred years we have encountered astonishing insights and
breathtaking language by following what has passed through their minds, as recounted in the essay. And now
some of the finest essays of al time have been gathered together by John Gross, former editor of The New
York Times Book Review, in an outstanding new anthology.

Ranging from the early 1600s through the 1980s, this sweeping collection includes 140 essays by 120 of the
finest writersin the history of the English language. John Gross has collected classics and rare gems,
representative samples and personal favorites, intimate essays and learned, serious reflections and
hysterically funny satire, by both British and American writers. Here is Eveleyn Waugh, providing tips on
how to move in Well-Informed Circles ("Attribute all facts of common knowledge to personal information;
for instance, do not say, 'What awet week it has been,' but, 'They tell me at Greenwich they have registered
the highest rainfall for six weeks™); Ralph Waldo Emerson on conservatism and innovation; Ambrose Bierce
on "the horror of the characteristic American custom of promiscuous, unsought, and unauthorized
introductions"; Oscar Wilde on the critic as artist ("It is only about things that do not interest one that one
can give areally unbiased opion, which is no doubt the reason why an unbiased opinion is always absolutely
valueless"); Rose Macaulay on dinner parties; and James Baldwin, musing about what a remote Swiss village
tells him about race in the wider world ("Joyce is right about history being a nightmare--but it may be the
nightmare from which no one can awaken. People are trapped in history, and history is trapped in them.").
The authors Gross has gathered form a gallery of genius, all indispensable masters of rhetoric, from Samuel
Butler to Samuel Johnson, from John Dryden to Ben Franklin, from Geoge Eliot to George Bernard Shaw,
from E.B. White to Joan Didion. Including book reviews and travel sketches, history lessons and
meditations, reflections on art and on potato chips, these essays sample four centuries of eloquence and
insight in a collection that is at once immensely enlightening, edifying, and entertaining.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Thisis acollection that succeeds in demonstrating the marvelous variety of the genre."--The Christian
Science Monitor

"A distinguished miscellany."--The Chicago Tribune

"Most of the essays are very good indeed....A seductive anthology."--The Economist

About the Author

About the Editor:

John Grossisthe author of The Rise and Fall of the Man of Letters and editor of The Oxford Book of
Aphorisms. He has been editor of The New York Times Book Review and The Times Literary Supplement and
istheater critic for The Sunday Telegraph.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jerry Brock:

This book untitled The Oxford Book of Essays to be one of several books this best seller in thisyear, that is
because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit on it. Y ou will easily to buy this particular book
in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So thereis no
reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Stephen Ross:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
s0. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you alot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading a book especialy fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the characters
do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The Oxford Book of
Essays, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.



Jose Holmes:

The guide with title The Oxford Book of Essays has alot of information that you can discover it. You can
get alot of help after read this book. That book exist new information the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world at this point. That isimportant to yo7u to know how the improvement
of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on
the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Joseph Dolezal:

Y ou could spend your freetime to learn this book this publication. This The Oxford Book of Essaysis
simpleto bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to
bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can
save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.
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