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What does theatre do for — and to — those who witness, watch, and participate in
it?

Theatre& Audience provides a provacative overview of the questions raised by
theatrical encounters between performers and audiences. Focusing on European
and North American theatre and its audiences in the twentieth and twenty-first
centuries, it explores belief in theatre's potential to influence, impact and
transform. Illustrated by examples of performance which have sought to generate
active audience involvement — from Brecht's epic theatre to the Blue Man Group
— it seeks to unsettle any simple eguation between audience participation and
empowerment.

Foreword by Lois Weaver
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What does theatre do for — and to — those who witness, watch, and participate in it?

Theatre& Audience provides a provocative overview of the questions raised by theatrical encounters between
performers and audiences. Focusing on European and North American theatre and its audiencesin the
twentieth and twenty-first centuries, it explores belief in theatre's potentia to influence, impact and
transform. Illustrated by examples of performance which have sought to generate active audience
involvement — from Brecht's epic theatre to the Blue Man Group — it seeks to unsettle any simple equation
between audience participation and empowerment.
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Editorial Review

Review

'[@ brilliant series...these mini paperbacks each give an insightful, focused overview of akey topic...start
collecting now.' - Whatsonstage.com '...Palgrave Macmillan's excellent new outward-looking, eclectic
Theatre& ... series. These short books, written by leading theatre academics, do much to reintroduce some of
the brightest names in theatre academia to the general reader. Plus, the matrix of references to bigger books
soon builds quite a comprehensive catch-up reading list for those of us who graduated more than a decade
ago and are interested in where contemporary thinking isat..."' - Guardian Theatre Blog, September 2009,
http://www.guardian.co.uk/stage/theatrebl og/2009/sep/ 10/theatre-critics-academics-artists ‘A thoroughly
engaging read' - Susan Bennett, University Professor, Department of English, University of Calgary, Canada
"This book is about us. It documents our presence, articul ates our position and questions our experience as
casua on-lookers, silent witnesses, engaged spectators, willing participants, in this glorious activity called
audience. Seefor yourself.' - Lois Weaver 'My eye was a so caught by Helen Freshwater's Theatre&
Audiences, which picks apart the way critics, academics and practitioners describe audience reactions as
monolithic, and wonders why theattrical theorists often regard the audience with ‘a complex mix hope,
frustration and disgust'.’ - Plays International 'For those of us interested in the knotty paradoxes that sit at the
core of theatre's meta-theatrical truth-effects - an ethics that is no longer ethics, a politics that is political for
how it is yet to beimagined, an idea of the human that displacesitself the moment it is performed - these
pithy glimpses at the enigma of what theatre might be doing when it does itself well are timely engagements
with some of the twenty-first century's most pressing philosophical preoccupations.’ - Review of Theatre &
series, Performance Paradigm

Review

'[@] brilliant series...these mini paperbacks each give an insightful, focused overview of a key
topic...start collecting now.' - Whatsonstage.com

"...Palgrave Macmillan's excellent new outwar d-looking, eclectic Theatre& ... series.These short books,
written by leading theatr e academics, do much to reintroduce some of the brightest namesin theatre
academiato the general reader. Plus, the matrix of referencesto bigger books soon builds quitea
comprehensive catch-up reading list for those of uswho graduated mor e than a decade ago and are
interested in where contemporary thinkingisat...'

- Guardian Theatre Blog, September 2009,
http://www.guardian.co.uk/stage/theatrebl og/2009/sep/ 10/theatre-critics-academics-artists

'A thoroughly engaging read'
- Susan Bennett, University Professor, Department of English, University of Calgary, Canada

'Thisbook isabout us. It documentsour presence, articulates our position and questions our
experience as casual on-lookers, silent witnesses, engaged spectators, willing participants, in this
glorious activity called audience. See for yourself.' - L ois Weaver

'My eye was also caught by Helen Freshwater's Theatre& Audiences, which picksapart the way critics,
academics and practitioner s describe audience reactions as monoalithic, and wonder s why theattrical
theorists often regard the audience with 'a complex mix hope, frustration and disgust'.' - Plays
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'For those of usinterested in the knotty paradoxes that sit at the core of theatre's meta-theatrical truth-effects
—an ethicsthat is no longer ethics, apoliticsthat is political for how it is yet to be imagined, an idea of the
human that displacesitself the moment it is performed — these pithy glimpses at the enigma of what theatre
might be doing when it does itself well are timely engagements with some of the twenty-first century's most
pressing philosophical preoccupations.' - Review of Theatre & series, Performance Paradigm

From the Back Cover
What does theatre do for — and to — those who witness, watch, and participatein it?

Theatre& Audience provides a provocative overview of the questions raised by theatrical encounters between
performers and audiences. Focusing on European and North American theatre and its audiencesin the
twentieth and twenty-first centuries, it explores belief in theatre's potential to influence, impact and
transform. Illustrated by examples of performance which have sought to generate active audience
involvement — from Brecht's epic theatre to the Blue Man Group — it seeks to unsettle any simple equation
between audience participation and empowerment.

Foreword by Lois Weaver

Users Review
From reader reviews:
David Hyman:

This Theatre and Audience are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Theatre and Audience can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that might be will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is usualy handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditionsin
e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Theatre and Audience giving you an enormous of experience
such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So ,
let's have it appreciate reading.

Deana Smith:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Theatre and
Audience suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled
Theatre and Audienceis the one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know
before. The author explained their ideain the simple way, consequently al of people can easily to know the
core of this e-book. This book will give you alot of information about this world now. So that you can see
the represented of the world on this book.



Carmen Annunziata;

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyonein thisworld can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try
to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them
isthis Theatre and Audience.

Betty Serrano:

This Theatre and Audience is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for some information since
it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who
still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Theatre and Audience can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books
produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book contact form. People who
think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So thereisn't any in
reading a book especialy thisone. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So,
don't missit! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.
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