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A source of enduring fascination, the Vikings are the most famous raiders of
medieval Europe. Despite the exciting and compelling descriptions in the
Icelandic sagas and other contemporary accounts that have fueled this interest,
we know comparatively little about Viking age arms and armor as compared to
weapons from other historical periods. We know even less about how the
weapons were used. While the sagas provide few specific combat details, the
stories are invaluable. They were written by authors familiar with the use of
weapons for an audience that, likewise, knew how to use them. Critically, the
sagas describe how these weapons were wielded not by kings or gods, but by
ordinary men, as part of their everyday lives. Viking Weapons and Combat
Techniques provides an introduction to the arms and armor of the people who
lived in Northern Europe during the Viking age, roughly the years 793-1066.
Using avariety of available sources, including medieval martial arts treatises,
and copioudly illustrated with images of historical artifacts, battle sites, and
demonstrations of modern replicas of Viking weapons, the author and his
colleagues at Hurstwic (a Viking-age living history organization) and at the
Higgins Armory Sword Guild have reconstructed the combat techniques of the
Viking age and what is known about the defensive and offensive weapons of the
time in genera. Throughout, the author corrects some popular misconceptions
about Viking warriors and warfare, such as the belief that their combat
techniques were crude and blunt rather than sophisticated. In addition, the book
provides an overview of Viking history and culture, focusing on the importance
of weapons to the society as well asthe Vikings' lasting impact on Europe
through their expeditions of trade and exploration.
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A source of enduring fascination, the Vikings are the most famous raiders of medieval Europe. Despite the
exciting and compelling descriptionsin the Icelandic sagas and other contemporary accounts that have fueled
thisinterest, we know comparatively little about Viking age arms and armor as compared to weapons from
other historical periods. We know even less about how the weapons were used. While the sagas provide few
specific combat details, the stories are invaluable. They were written by authors familiar with the use of
weapons for an audience that, likewise, knew how to use them. Critically, the sagas describe how these
weapons were wielded not by kings or gods, but by ordinary men, as part of their everyday lives. Viking
Weapons and Combat Techniques provides an introduction to the arms and armor of the people who lived in
Northern Europe during the Viking age, roughly the years 793-1066. Using a variety of available sources,
including medieval martia arts treatises, and copiously illustrated with images of historical artifacts, battle
sites, and demonstrations of modern replicas of Viking weapons, the author and his colleagues at Hurstwic (a
Viking-age living history organization) and at the Higgins Armory Sword Guild have reconstructed the
combat techniques of the Viking age and what is known about the defensive and offensive weapons of the
time in general. Throughout, the author corrects some popular misconceptions about Viking warriors and
warfare, such as the belief that their combat techniques were crude and blunt rather than sophisticated. In
addition, the book provides an overview of Viking history and culture, focusing on the importance of
weapons to the society aswell asthe Vikings' lasting impact on Europe through their expeditions of trade
and exploration.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

WILLIAM R. SHORT isthe manager of Hurstwic, LLC, an organization that researches, practices, and
teaches the fighting moves used by Viking-age warriors. An independent scholar who received his doctoral
degree from the Massachusetts I nstitute of Technology, he regularly lectures and teaches at universities,
schools, and museumsin North Americaand in Iceland.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Melissa Conner:

Precisely why? Because this Viking Weapons and Combat Techniquesis an unordinary book that the inside
of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content
within easier to understand, entertaining way but till convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of gains
than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking approach. So, still
want to hesitate having that book? If | were being you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Patricia Welling:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Viking Weapons and Combat Techniques the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get just before. The Viking Weapons and Combat Techniques giving you a different
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life with this era.
So now let us show you the relaxing pattern thisis your body and mind will be pleased when you are
finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Sandra Byrom:

Viking Weapons and Combat Techniques can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
article writer giving hig’her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Viking Weapons
and Combat Techniques but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand
new stage of crucia thinking.



Jose Chapman:

The book untitled Viking Weapons and Combat Techniques contain alot of information on that. The writer
explains your girlfriend ideawith easy approach. The language is very easy to understand al the people, so
do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
provides you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.
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