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A unique, multi-authored social history of war from the third millennium B.C.E.
to the tenth century C.E. in the Mediterranean, the Near East, and Europe (Egypt,
Achaemenid Persia, Greece, the Hellenistic World, the Roman Republic and
Empire, the Byzantine Empire, the early 1slamic World, and early Medieval
Europe), with parallel studies of Mesoamerica (the Maya and Aztecs) and East
Asia (ancient China, medieval Japan). The product of a colloquium at Harvard's
Center for Hellenic Studies, this volume offers a broadly based, comparative
examination of war and military organization in their complex interactions with
social, economic, and political structures aswell as cultural practices.
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Editorial Review

Review

Thucydides and his contemporaries knew war from bitter experience. Peace to them was an illusion, war the
true constant...War and Society in the Ancient and Medieval World shows how and why Thucydidess vision
prevailed throughout pre-industrial timesin the Mediterranean and elsewhere. Because of the omnipresence
of war or its specter within ancient Greek--and Roman--culture, editors Kurt Raaflaub and Nathan
Rosenstein recognize the real need to explore in theoretical terms how war (including military technology
and organization) affected ancient society (including economic and political systems) and vice versa.
(Thomas Palaima Times Higher Education Supplement 2000-12-01)

The editors have sought to produce a book about the social history of war in the pre-industrial age. They
have encouraged their contributors to write not about army organization, battles, tactics, and so on, but about
the social and political context of war, and about the interrel ationship between war and the institutional
structures of the various states which are surveyed. The result...is a volume of broad scope with much
potential for comparison and cross-fertilization. It certainly comes across as awork of solid scholarship and
interesting insights which should appeal to awide audience. (Tom Stevenson Scholia Reviews 2003-01-01)

About the Author
Kurt A. Raaflaub is Professor of Classics and History at Brown University, and Joint Director of the Center
for Hellenic Studies in Washington, D.C..

Nathan Rosenstein is Associate Professor of History at Ohio State University.

Pierre Briant is Emeritus Professor of History of the Achaemenid World and Alexander’s Empire at the
College de France.

William Wayne Farrisis Professor of History, University of Tennessee, Knoxville.

John Haldon is Professor of Byzantine History and Hellenic Studies at Princeton University.
Robin D. S. Yatesis Assistant Professor of Chinese History, Harvard University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shar on Bedgood:

The book War and Society in the Ancient and Medieval Worlds: Asia, The Mediterranean, Europe, and
Mesoamerica (Center for Hellenic Studies Colloquia) will bring you to the new experience of reading some
sort of book. The author style to clarify the ideais very unique. In the event you try to find new book to
learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book War and Society in the Ancient and Medieval Worlds:
Asia, The Mediterranean, Europe, and Mesoamerica (Center for Hellenic Studies Colloquia) is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to



read the book.

Cheryl Cooley:

The reason why? Because this War and Society in the Ancient and Medieval Worlds: Asia, The
Mediterranean, Europe, and Mesoamerica (Center for Hellenic Studies Colloquia) is an unordinary book that
the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you alot of gains
than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still
want to postpone having that book? If | were being you | will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Roger Cooper:

Beside this War and Society in the Ancient and Medieval Worlds: Asia, The Mediterranean, Europe, and
Mesoamerica (Center for Hellenic Studies Colloquia) in your phone, it might give you away to get more
close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got hereis fresh from
oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to
have War and Society in the Ancient and Medieval Worlds: Asia, The Mediterranean, Europe, and
Mesoamerica (Center for Hellenic Studies Colloquia) because this book offers to you readable information.
Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to missit? Find this book in addition to read it from today!

Bonnie Vassallo:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know everything
wereally wish for. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This reserve War and Society in the Ancient and Medieval Worlds: Asia, The
Mediterranean, Europe, and Mesoamerica (Center for Hellenic Studies Colloquia) was filled concerning
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to
read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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