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In these ten richly layered and disturbing tales, Booker Prize-winning Margaret
Atwood author deftly illuminates the single moments that can shape an entire
life. In afew brief pages we watch as characters progress from the vulnerabilities
of adolescence through the passions of youth into the precarious complexities of
middle age. By superimposing the past on the present, Atwood paints interior
landscapes shaped by time, regret, and life's lost chances, endowing even the
banal with a sense of mystery. Poignant at times and scathingly witty at others,
the stories in Wilderness Tip stake us into the strange and secret places of the
heart and inform the familiar world in which we live with truths that cut to the
bone.
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In these ten richly layered and disturbing tales, Booker Prize-winning Margaret Atwood author deftly
illuminates the single moments that can shape an entire life. In afew brief pages we watch as characters
progress from the vulnerabilities of adolescence through the passions of youth into the precarious
complexities of middle age. By superimposing the past on the present, Atwood paints interior landscapes
shaped by time, regret, and life's lost chances, endowing even the banal with a sense of mystery. Poignant at
times and scathingly witty at others, the storiesin Wilderness Tip stake usinto the strange and secret places
of the heart and inform the familiar world in which we live with truths that cut to the bone.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Set mainly in Toronto or in the Canadian woods, the 10 beautifully controlled tales in Atwood's new
collection testify to the unpredictability of life, its missed connections, unsolvable mysteries and the
lightning passage of time. Most of them are refracted through the sensibilities and memories of female
protagonists, who reflect on the moment when they realized that "nothing has turned out" as they expected.
Past and present coalesce seamlesdly in these stories; Atwood is particularly good at capturing the fedlings of
adolescence and the exact details that typify the culture of the decades from the '50s to the '90s. Events are
seen at adistance, related in emotionally muted but acutely revealing prose. The hard-edged tone of
"Hairball" perfectly conjures up the ruthless, manipulative protagonist who suddenly realizes that she has
been bested by her obnoxious protege. Susanna, in "Uncles," has a similar comeuppance, as she, the
consummate trickster who "can fake anything" is betrayed by her mentor. In both "The Bog Man" (the least
successful tale, as here Atwood uncharacteristically veers toward melodrama) and "The Age of Lead" a body
uncovered long after death serves as a metaphor for buried desires, opportunities and hopes. In the title story,
Atwood observes the interrel ationships among three sisters and the randy foreigner who has married one of
them and made love to the other two. Atwood's ( Cat' s Eye ) uncompromising eye is enhanced by her
sinewy, taut prose.

Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

In this newest collection of ten short stories, Atwood looks back over three decades that have wrought great
changesin women's lives. The impacts of death, disease, deception, and disappointment are explored;
Atwood's characters, with their tenuous personal relationships, always endure a terrible aloneness. The loss
of trust in othersis arecurring theme. In one story a betrayed woman plays a grisly practical joke on her
married lover; in another, a man settles for second choice in love and work and livesin apathy thereafter. An
art collector's priceless landscapes only serve to remind her of atragedy in her adolescence. Atwood's stories
are unsettling but unforgettable. Recommended for public libraries. Previewed in Prepub Alert, LJ 8/1/91.

- Marnie Webb, King Cty. Lib. System, Seattle

Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

An effective, uniformly controlled collection of ten stories from the author of, most recently, Cat's Eye
(1989). Gathered here are pieces previously appearing in top short- story forums--The New Y orker, Granta,
Saturday Night, Playboy- -providing an excellent sampling of high-proof Atwood. Virtually all the pieces
focus on the lives of women equivocally connected to the men around them. In ~"Wilderness Tips," amiddle-
aged woman is bluntly confronted with her husband's infidelity. “"Hairball," the most disturbing here,
involves the dissolution of awoman's affair with a married man; the otherwise naturalistic posture of the
story is powerfully undercut by the presence of aremoved tumor that the young lady keepsin ajar,
eventually sending it, neatly wrapped, to her lover'swife. In “"True Trash," a young woman encounters a
youth who is still unaware that he had impregnated a camp employee many years earlier. And ~ Hack
Wednesday" revolves around a disgruntled journalist brought, whimsicaly, to the brink of an affair before
she backs off--not from any pangs of conscience but out of Iethargic concern for the work involved in
carrying it off. Like Alice Munro, Atwood has atalent for serving up the nuances of bourgeois Ontario
culture, but with Atwood the ingredients are boiled down into a stronger and much more acerbic brew. The
author's trademark smirk behind the economical prose can be wearying over the course of an entire
collection, but taken separately, the pieces here are solid evidence of the author in full form. Pure Atwood. --



Copyright ©1991, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Gilbert Albright:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y es, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare timeto take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Wilderness Tips? Maybe
it isto become best activity for you. Y ou recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book,
you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Michael Brown:

This Wilderness Tips are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main
reason of this Wilderness Tips can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than
just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Wilderness Tips giving you an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you tria of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So,
let's haveit and luxuriate in reading.

Patricia Humes;

This Wilderness Tips is completely new way for you who has attention to look for some information mainly
because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or
else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Wilderness Tips can be the light food to suit
your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books build
itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes | mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
publication especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So, don't
missthe ideal Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

William Littlejohn:

Reading areserve make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Wilderness Tips when you needed it?
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