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Treating rhetoric and symbols as central rather than peripheral to politics, Lisa
Wedeen’s groundbreaking book offers a compelling counterargument to those
who insist that politics is primarily about material interests and the groups
advocating for them. During the thirty-year rule of President Hafiz al-Asad’s
regime, his image was everywhere. In newspapers, on television, and during
orchestrated spectacles. Asad was praised as the “father,” the “gallant knight,”
even the country’s “premier pharmacist.” Yet most Syrians, including those who
create the official rhetoric, did not believe its claims. Why would a regime spend
scarce resources on a personality cult whose content is patently spurious?

Wedeen shows how such flagrantly fictitious claims were able to produce a
politics of public dissimulation in which citizens acted as if they revered the
leader. By inundating daily life with tired symbolism, the regime exercised a
subtle, yet effective form of power. The cult worked to enforce obedience, induce
complicity, isolate Syrians from one another, and set guidelines for public speech
and behavior. Wedeen‘s ethnographic research demonstrates how Syrians
recognized the disciplinary aspects of the cult and sought to undermine them. In a
new preface, Wedeen discusses the uprising against the Syrian regime that began
in 2011 and questions the usefulness of the concept of legitimacy in trying to
analyze and understand authoritarian regimes.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michelle Bachman:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled
Ambiguities of Domination: Politics, Rhetoric, and Symbols in Contemporary Syria? Maybe it is for being
best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Charlie Hartman:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Ambiguities of
Domination: Politics, Rhetoric, and Symbols in Contemporary Syria. All type of book are you able to see on
many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Mary Bradford:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Ambiguities of Domination: Politics,
Rhetoric, and Symbols in Contemporary Syria is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Debra Treat:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Ambiguities of Domination: Politics, Rhetoric, and Symbols
in Contemporary Syria why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will



not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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