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From acclaimed historian L awrence Goldstone comes a thrilling narrative
of cour age, deter mination, and competition: the story of theintenserivalry
that fueled therise of American aviation.

The feud between this nation’s great air pioneers, the Wright brothers and Glenn
Curtiss, was a collision of unyielding and profoundly American personalities. On
one side, a pair of tenacious siblings who together had solved the centuries-old
riddle of powered, heavier-than-air flight. On the other, an audacious motorcycle
racer whose innovative aircraft became synonymous in the public mind with
death-defying stunts. For more than a decade, they battled each other in court, at
air shows, and in the newspapers. The outcome of this contest of willswould
shape the course of aviation history—and take a fearsome toll on the men
involved.

Birdmen sets the engrossing story of the Wrights' war with Curtiss against the
thrilling backdrop of the early years of manned flight, and is rich with period
detail and larger-than-life personalities: Thomas Scott Baldwin, or “Cap’t Tom”
as he styled himself, who invented the parachute and almost convinced the world
that balloons were the future of aviation; John Moisant, the dapper daredevil who
took to the skies after three failed attempts to overthrow the government of El
Salvador, then quickly emerged as a celebrity flyer; and Harriet Quimby, the
statuesque silent-film beauty who became the first woman to fly across the
English Channel. And then thereis Lincoln Beachey, perhaps the greatest aviator
who ever lived, who dazzled crowds with an array of trademark twists and
dives—and best embodied the romance with death that fueled so many of
aviation's earliest heroes.

A dramatic story of unimaginable bravery in the air and brutal competition on the
ground, Birdmen is at once athrill ride through flight’ swild early yearsand a

surprising look at the personal clash that fueled America s race to the skies.
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“A meticulously researched account of the first few hectic, tangled years of
aviation and the curious characters who pursued it . . . aworthy companion to
Richard Holmes's marvel ous history of ballooning, Falling Upwards.”—Time

“The daredevil scientists and engineers who forged the field of aeronautics spring
vividly to lifein Lawrence Goldstone' s history.”—Nature

“The history of the development of an integral part of the modern world and a
fascinating portrayal of how a group of men and women achieved a dream that
had captivated humanity for centuries.”—The Christian Science Monitor

“Captivating and wonderfully presented . . . afine book about theserival
pioneers.”—The Wall Street Journal

“[A] vivid story of invention, vendettas, derring-do, media hype and patent fights
[with] modern resonance.”—Financial Times

“A powerful story that contrasts soaring hopes with the anchors of ego and
courtroom.”—Kirkus Reviews

“A riveting narrative about the pioneering era of aeronauticsin Americaand
beyond . . . Goldstone raises questions of enduring importance regarding

innovation and the indefinite exertion of control over ideas that go
public.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

From the Hardcover edition.
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Birdmen: The Wright Brothers, Glenn Curtiss, and the Battle to Control the Skies By Lawrence
Goldstone

From acclaimed historian L awrence Goldstone comes a thrilling narrative of courage, deter mination,
and competition: the story of theintenserivalry that fueled therise of American aviation.

The feud between this nation’ s great air pioneers, the Wright brothers and Glenn Curtiss, was a collision of
unyielding and profoundly American personalities. On one side, a pair of tenacious siblings who together
had solved the centuries-old riddle of powered, heavier-than-air flight. On the other, an audacious
motorcycle racer whose innovative aircraft became synonymous in the public mind with death-defying
stunts. For more than a decade, they battled each other in court, at air shows, and in the newspapers. The
outcome of this contest of wills would shape the course of aviation history—and take a fearsome toll on the
men involved.

Birdmen sets the engrossing story of the Wrights' war with Curtiss against the thrilling backdrop of the early
years of manned flight, and is rich with period detail and larger-than-life personalities. Thomas Scott
Baldwin, or “Cap’t Tom” as he styled himself, who invented the parachute and almost convinced the world
that balloons were the future of aviation; John Moisant, the dapper daredevil who took to the skies after three
failed attempts to overthrow the government of El Salvador, then quickly emerged as a celebrity flyer; and
Harriet Quimby, the statuesque silent-film beauty who became the first woman to fly across the English
Channel. And then there is Lincoln Beachey, perhaps the greatest aviator who ever lived, who dazzled
crowds with an array of trademark twists and dives—and best embodied the romance with death that fueled
so many of aviation’s earliest heroes.

A dramatic story of unimaginable bravery in the air and brutal competition on the ground, Birdmen is at once
athrill ride through flight’swild early years and a surprising look at the personal clash that fueled America's
race to the skies.

Praise for Birdmen

“A meticulously researched account of the first few hectic, tangled years of aviation and the curious
characterswho pursued it . . . aworthy companion to Richard Holmes' s marvelous history of ballooning,
Falling Upwards.”—Time

“The daredevil scientists and engineers who forged the field of aeronautics spring vividly to lifein Lawrence
Goldstone' s history.”—Nature

“The history of the development of an integral part of the modern world and a fascinating portrayal of how a
group of men and women achieved a dream that had captivated humanity for centuries.”—The Christian
Science Monitor

“Captivating and wonderfully presented . . . afine book about these rival pioneers.”—The Wall Street
Journal



“[A] vivid story of invention, vendettas, derring-do, media hype and patent fights [with] modern
resonance.”—Financial Times

“A powerful story that contrasts soaring hopes with the anchors of ego and courtroom.”—Kirkus Reviews

“A riveting narrative about the pioneering era of aeronauticsin Americaand beyond . . . Goldstone raises
guestions of enduring importance regarding innovation and the indefinite exertion of control over ideas that
go public.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

From the Hardcover edition.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

Wilbur and Orville Wright expected much more than fame after they flew across the sands at Kitty Hawk in
1903. Having successfully flown and filed a broadly worded patent for awing and rudder design, they
expected royalties to be paid to them for every aircraft built by rivals. Believing they owned the concept of
flight, they also demanded licensing fees for every barnstorming flight and a cut from the profits of every
public air show. Glenn Curtiss and other proud air pioneers scoffed at the brothers’ claim, arguing they had
al had ahand in achieving flight. In Birdmen, historian and novelist Goldstone recounts years of legal
wrangling that slowed Americans using aircraft for commerce, transportation, and defense until the start of
WWI. The author also chronicles afour-year period in which 142 barnstorming pilots died and swarming
spectators picked their broken bodies and aircraft for souvenirs. This period history presents ample
biographical details for readers who enjoy rivalries. --Rick Roche

Review

“A meticulously researched account of the first few hectic, tangled years of aviation and the curious
characters who pursued it . . . aworthy companion to Richard Holmes's marvelous history of ballooning,
Falling Upwards.”—Time

“The daredevil scientists and engineers who forged the field of aeronautics spring vividly to lifein Lawrence
Goldstone’ s history.”—Nature

“The history of the development of an integral part of the modern world and a fascinating portrayal of how a
group of men and women achieved a dream that had captivated humanity for centuries.”—The Christian
Science Monitor

“Captivating and wonderfully presented . . . afine book about these rival pioneers.”—The Wall Street
Journal

“[A] vivid story of invention, vendettas, derring-do, media hype and patent fights [with] modern
resonance.”—Financial Times

“A powerful story that contrasts soaring hopes with the anchors of ego and courtroom.”—Kirkus Reviews

“A riveting narrative about the pioneering era of aeronauticsin Americaand beyond . . . Goldstone raises
questions of enduring importance regarding innovation and the indefinite exertion of control over ideas that
go public.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

“A superbly crafted retelling of a story familiar to aviation buffs, here greatly strengthened by fresh
perspectives, rigorous analyses, comprehensible science, and adriving narrative.”—Library Journal
(starred review)

“Birdmen is so much more than the story of man’sleap into the clouds. Exhilarating, exasperating, and
inspiring in equal measure, the Wright brothers' tale is a parable for modern times, told in fascinating detail
and gripping prose by Lawrence Goldstone.”—Dr. Amanda Foreman, author of A World on Fire


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

“Meticulously researched and illuminating, Birdmen unveils the forgotten flyboys who gave Americaan
invention to win wars, spread peace, and advance her destiny—air power.”—Adam M akos, internationally
bestselling author of A Higher Call

“The history of human flight goes way beyond the Wright brothers at Kitty Hawk. Lawrence Goldstone
skillfully tells the rest of the story about the dreamers history has forgotten, and it’s a helluva story superbly
told. Birdmen is awondrous journey from takeoff to landing.”—RBill Griffeth, author of By Faith Alone

“With riveting prose, rich research, and an uncommon talent for weaving heroic and tragic tales of complex
persons with accounts of invention and institutions, Lawrence Goldstone reveals the human dimensions of
the birth of modern timesin this exhilarating book.”—Ira Katznelson, Ruggles Professor of Political
Science and History, Columbia University, author of Fear Itself: The New Deal and the Origins of Our Time

“Lawrence Goldstone offers a beautifully written account of the dawn of powered flight. It's a great story of
technical innovation, fierce competition, and powerful personalities. Goldstone provides a vibrant narrative
of the Wright brothers battling Glenn Curtiss over government contracts, patents, and prizes, and describes
issues pertinent to today’ s business professionals and military personnel alike.”—Colonel John Abbatiello,
PhD, USAF (Retired), author of Anti-Submarine Warfare in World War |: British Naval Aviation and the
Defeat of the U-Boats

“Goldstone provides afresh, engaging, and compelling narrative that significantly enhances our
understanding of one of the most remarkable storiesin American history. He expertly documents the
achievements and frailties of the Wright brothers as they pursued manned flight and attempted to profit from
their breakthrough ideas. This well-written book is a pleasure to read.”—Tom Nicholas, William J.
Abernathy Professor of Business Administration, Harvard Business School

“Thefirst aviators took to the skies with amazing courage and ingenuity, but, it turns out, also fighting like
warbirds. None of these dogfights was was more epic and vital to flying's future than the one waged by
Wilbur Wright and Glenn Curtiss. Beautifully told, Goldstone's book gives full vent to the action, whilein
the process weaving a compelling and sophisticated narrative of aviation's earliest days.”—Robert

O’ Connell, author of The Ghosts of Cannae

From the Hardcover edition.

About the Author

Lawrence Goldstone is the author or co-author of fourteen books of fiction and nonfiction, most recently
Lefty: An American Odyssey. One of his novels won a New American Writing Award, another was a New
York Times notable mystery. His work has been profiled in The New York Times, the Toronto Star, Salon,
and Sate, among others. He lives on Long Island with his wife and daughter.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Nancy Martindale:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Birdmen:



The Wright Brothers, Glenn Curtiss, and the Battle to Control the Skies? Maybe it isto get best activity for
you. Y ou understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before.
Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Lydia Rogers:

The publication with title Birdmen: The Wright Brothers, Glenn Curtiss, and the Battle to Control the Skies
includes alot of information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of advantage after read this book.
This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the
world today. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will
bring you throughout new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can
read it anywhere you want.

Michaedl Sheridan:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
wide range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is Birdmen: The Wright Brothers, Glenn Curtiss, and the Battle to Control the Skies.

Donna Johnson:

Birdmen: The Wright Brothers, Glenn Curtiss, and the Battle to Control the Skies can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonethel ess delivering the information. The copy writer giving hisher effort to get every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing Birdmen: The Wright Brothers, Glenn Curtiss, and the Battle to Control
the Skies however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into new
stage of crucia imagining.
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