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Without our domesticated plants and animals, human civilization as we
know it would not exist.

We would still be living at subsistence level as hunter-gatherers if not for
domestication. It is no accident that the cradle of civilization?the Middle East?is
where sheep, goats, pigs, cattle, and cats commenced their fatefully intimate
association with humans.

Before the agricultural revolution, there were perhaps 10 million humans on
earth. Now there are more than 7 billion of us. Our domesticated species have
also thrived, in stark contrast to their wild ancestors. In a human-constructed
environment?or man-made world?it pays to be domesticated.

Domestication is an evolutionary process first and foremost. What most
distinguishes domesticated animals from their wild ancestors are genetic
alterations resulting in tameness, the capacity to tolerate close human proximity.
But selection for tameness often results in a host of seemingly unrelated by-
products, including floppy ears, skeletal alterations, reduced aggression,
increased sociality, and reduced brain size. It's a package deal known as the
domestication syndrome.

Elements of the domestication syndrome can be found in every domesticated
species?not only cats, dogs, pigs, sheep, cattle, and horses but also more recent
human creations, such as domesticated camels, reindeer, and laboratory rats. That
domestication results in this suite of changes in such a wide variety of mammals
is a fascinating evolutionary story, one that sheds much light on the evolutionary
process in general.

We humans, too, show signs of the domestication syndrome, which some believe
was key to our evolutionary success. By this view, human evolution parallels the
evolution of dogs from wolves, in particular.

A natural storyteller, Richard C. Francis weaves history, archaeology, and
anthropology to create a fascinating narrative while seamlessly integrating the
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most cutting-edge ideas in twenty-first-century biology, from genomics to evo-
devo.

100 illustrations
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Without our domesticated plants and animals, human civilization as we know it would not exist.

We would still be living at subsistence level as hunter-gatherers if not for domestication. It is no accident that
the cradle of civilization?the Middle East?is where sheep, goats, pigs, cattle, and cats commenced their
fatefully intimate association with humans.

Before the agricultural revolution, there were perhaps 10 million humans on earth. Now there are more than
7 billion of us. Our domesticated species have also thrived, in stark contrast to their wild ancestors. In a
human-constructed environment?or man-made world?it pays to be domesticated.

Domestication is an evolutionary process first and foremost. What most distinguishes domesticated animals
from their wild ancestors are genetic alterations resulting in tameness, the capacity to tolerate close human
proximity. But selection for tameness often results in a host of seemingly unrelated by-products, including
floppy ears, skeletal alterations, reduced aggression, increased sociality, and reduced brain size. It's a
package deal known as the domestication syndrome.

Elements of the domestication syndrome can be found in every domesticated species?not only cats, dogs,
pigs, sheep, cattle, and horses but also more recent human creations, such as domesticated camels, reindeer,
and laboratory rats. That domestication results in this suite of changes in such a wide variety of mammals is
a fascinating evolutionary story, one that sheds much light on the evolutionary process in general.

We humans, too, show signs of the domestication syndrome, which some believe was key to our
evolutionary success. By this view, human evolution parallels the evolution of dogs from wolves, in
particular.

A natural storyteller, Richard C. Francis weaves history, archaeology, and anthropology to create a
fascinating narrative while seamlessly integrating the most cutting-edge ideas in twenty-first-century
biology, from genomics to evo-devo.
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Editorial Review

Review
“An effective primer on molecular genetics and the field of evolutionary development… Francis’s ability to
weave in interesting asides keeps the text thought provoking.” (Publishers Weekly)

About the Author
Richard C. Francis is a science journalist with a PhD in neurobiology from Stony Brook University. He is the
author of the acclaimed books Domesticated, Epigenetics and Why Won’t Men Ask for Directions? He lives
in northern California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Torres:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this Domesticated: Evolution in a Man-Made World.

Amy Davis:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Domesticated: Evolution in a Man-Made World. You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a
new book Domesticated: Evolution in a Man-Made World. You can add information and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From
your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing
you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is
called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Candace Arroyo:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the
top collection in your reading list is definitely Domesticated: Evolution in a Man-Made World. This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.



Irene Robertson:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Domesticated: Evolution in a
Man-Made World to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it
and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up
a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Domesticated: Evolution in a Man-Made World can to be
your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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