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Ruth loves to bake cakes. When she is alone, she dreams up variations on

recipes. When she meditates, she imagines herself in the warm, comforting center
of agigantic bundt cake. If thereisacrisis, she bakes a cake; if thereis areason
to celebrate, she bakes a cake. Ruth sees it as an outward manifestation of an
inner need to nurture her family—which is a good thing, because all of a sudden
that family is rapidly expanding. First, her mother moves in after robberskick in
her front door in broad daylight. Then Ruth’s father, alounge singer, who she's
seen only occasionally throughout her life, shatters both wrists and, having
nowhere else to go, movesin, too. Her mother and father just happen to hate each
other with a deep and poisonous emotion reserved only for life-long enemies. Oh,
yes indeed!

Add to this mix two teenagers, againfully employed husband who is suddenly
without ajob, and a physical therapist with the instincts of a Cheryl Richardson
and you’ ve got a delightful and amusing concoction that comes with its own
deliciousicing.

One of Jeanne Ray’s specialtiesis giving us believable, totally likable characters,
engaged in the large and small dramas and amusements of life. Eat Cakeis
whimsical, warm, and satisfying. Eat Cakeis Jeanne Ray at her best. Pull up a
chair and eat cake!
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Ruth loves to bake cakes. When she is alone, she dreams up variations on recipes. When she meditates, she
imagines herself in the warm, comforting center of a gigantic bundt cake. If thereisacrisis, she bakes a
cake; if thereis areason to celebrate, she bakes a cake. Ruth sees it as an outward manifestation of an inner
need to nurture her family—which is a good thing, because al of a sudden that family is rapidly expanding.
First, her mother moves in after robbers kick in her front door in broad daylight. Then Ruth’s father, alounge
singer, who she’s seen only occasionally throughout her life, shatters both wrists and, having nowhere else to
go, movesin, too. Her mother and father just happen to hate each other with a deep and poisonous emation
reserved only for life-long enemies. Oh, yes indeed!

Add to this mix two teenagers, a gainfully employed husband who is suddenly without ajob, and a physica
therapist with the ingtincts of a Cheryl Richardson and you' ve got a delightful and amusing concoction that
comes with its own deliciousicing.

One of Jeanne Ray’ s specialtiesis giving us believable, totally likable characters, engaged in the large and
small dramas and amusements of life. Eat Cake iswhimsical, warm, and satisfying. Eat Cake is Jeanne Ray
at her best. Pull up achair and eat cake!
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Ruth, a Minneapolis wife and mother, bakes to relax the way others do yoga. And it's a good thing she does,
because a house full of cantankerous family members seriously challenges her ability to remain serenein this
fluffy, enjoyable third novel by Ray (Julie and Romeo; Step-Ball-Change). Cake is Ruth's version of Zen,
alowing her to lose herself in the ritual of familiar smells and precise measurements. She's dealing well with
her moody teen daughter, Camille; college student son, Wyatt; and sometimes cantankerous live-in mother,
Hollis. She's even handling husband Sam's recent unemployment. But when Guy, Ruth's oft-estranged father
and Hallis's ex-husband, is |eft physically helpless after an injury and must join the chaotic household, just
how much cake will she have to bake to save her sanity? The answer is predictably uplifting. Ruth falls right
in line with Ray's past harried heroines. sheis a cheerful and good-natured caretaker who doesn't neglect
herself, but whose happiness and identity is utterly intertwined with her family's. Ray's dialogue is ripe with
practical wisdom (" Oh, there's order in the world all right. It just might not be the order you want™), and her
style iswarm and lightly funny ("My mother looked at me asif | had told her | was going to moveto
Memphis and join an Elvis cult"). Ray has a proven talent for everyday dramas of family life, and her latest
is as toothsome as its predecessors.

Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Ruth, with a teenage daughter, a son in college, and her mother living with the family, finds her life
complicated by her husband's sudden unemployment and news that her long-divorced father has been injured
and needs a place to recover. Once again Ray, author of Julie and Romeo (2000) and Step-Ball-Change
(2002), presents a heroine beset with sufficient problems to make her run screaming off the pages, but one
aso gifted with enough common sense and gumption to solve the problems she can, and cope with the ones
she can't. Ruth'sfirst step in solving anything is to bake a cake, and oh what cakes she bakes (recipes are
included). As might be expected, the hidden talents of each family member emerge, surprising unions are
forged, and relative success is achieved. And, yes, cakes are prominent in the solution. While it might be said
that thisis a predictable and undemanding book, it is aso a comforting one, and perhaps signals a new genre
that might be called "domestic fantasy." Danise Hoover

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author
The author of three previous novels, Jeanne Ray works as aregistered nurse at the Frist Clinic in Nashville,
Tennessee. Sheis married and has two daughters. Together, she and her husband have ten grandchildren.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Baron:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Eat Cake: A Novel. Try to make book Eat Cake: A Novel as
your pal. It meansthat it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge
with this book.

Patrick Reyes:

Here thing why this specific Eat Cake: A Novel are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a
book is good but it depends in the content from it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Eat
Cake: A Novel giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there but
thereis no publication that similar with Eat Cake: A Novel. It givesyou thrill reading through journey, its
open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you.
It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who
is having difficultiesin bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Eat Cake: A Novel in e-book can be
your substitute.

Rosemary Perez:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guysthiskind of aren't like that. This Eat Cake: A Novel book is readable by means of you who hate the
perfect word style. Y ou will find the details here are arrange for enjoyabl e studying experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Eat Cake: A Novel content
conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different in the form of it. So, do you nevertheless thinking Eat Cake: A Novel is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Beverly Rosa:

Isit an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Eat Cake: A Novel can be the reply, oh
how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your freetime by reading in
this new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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