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Everywhere you look in 1970s American cinema, you find white working-class
men. They bring a violent conclusion to Easy Rider, murdering the film's
representatives of countercultural alienation and disaffection. They lurk in the
Georgia woods of Deliverance, attacking outsiders in a manner that evokes the
South's recent history of racial violence and upheaval. They haunt the singles
nightclubs of Looking for Mr. Goodbar, threatening the film's newly liberated
heroine with patriarchal violence. They strut through the disco clubs of Saturday
Night Fever, dancing to music whose roots in post-Stonewall homosexuality
invite ambiguity that the men ignore.

Hard Hats, Rednecks, and Macho Men argues that the persistent appearance of
working-class characters in these and other films of the 1970s reveals the
powerful role class played in the key social and political developments of the
decade, such as the decline of the New Left and counterculture, the re-emergence
of the South as the Sunbelt, and the rise of the women's and gay liberation
movements. Examining the "youth cult" film, the neo-Western "southern," and
the "new nightlife" film, Nystrom shows how these cinematic renderings of white
working-class masculinity actually tell us more about the crises facing the middle
class during the 1970s than about working-class experience itself. Hard Hats thus
demonstrates how these representations of the working class serve as fantasies
about a class Other-fantasies that offer imaginary resolutions to middle-class
anxieties provoked by the decade's upheavals.

Drawing on examples of iconic films from the era-Saturday Night Fever,
Cruising, Five Easy Pieces, and Walking Tall, among others-Nystrom presents an
incisive, evocative study of class and American cinema during one of the nation's
most tumultuous decades.
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Everywhere you look in 1970s American cinema, you find white working-class men. They bring a violent
conclusion to Easy Rider, murdering the film's representatives of countercultural alienation and disaffection.
They lurk in the Georgia woods of Deliverance, attacking outsiders in a manner that evokes the South's
recent history of racial violence and upheaval. They haunt the singles nightclubs of Looking for Mr.
Goodbar, threatening the film's newly liberated heroine with patriarchal violence. They strut through the
disco clubs of Saturday Night Fever, dancing to music whose roots in post-Stonewall homosexuality invite
ambiguity that the men ignore.

Hard Hats, Rednecks, and Macho Men argues that the persistent appearance of working-class characters in
these and other films of the 1970s reveals the powerful role class played in the key social and political
developments of the decade, such as the decline of the New Left and counterculture, the re-emergence of the
South as the Sunbelt, and the rise of the women's and gay liberation movements. Examining the "youth cult"
film, the neo-Western "southern," and the "new nightlife" film, Nystrom shows how these cinematic
renderings of white working-class masculinity actually tell us more about the crises facing the middle class
during the 1970s than about working-class experience itself. Hard Hats thus demonstrates how these
representations of the working class serve as fantasies about a class Other-fantasies that offer imaginary
resolutions to middle-class anxieties provoked by the decade's upheavals.

Drawing on examples of iconic films from the era-Saturday Night Fever, Cruising, Five Easy Pieces, and
Walking Tall, among others-Nystrom presents an incisive, evocative study of class and American cinema
during one of the nation's most tumultuous decades.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Breaks new ground by raising questions about the portrayal of masculinity on the screen...Essential."
--Choice

"A thoroughly winning piece of literature: an invaluable companion piece to the films of postclassical
Hollywood and their varied depictions of the working and professional-managerial classes. Brisk, frequently
witty, and not too steeped in academese to ward off the nonprofessional cinephile, Nystrom's book demands
a spot on your bookshelf somewhere between Biskind's Easy Riders, Raging Bulls and that well-thumbed
copy of Lukacs's History and Class Consciousness." --Cineaste

"It has long been a source of amazement that, even as class warfare plays out so brazenly in U.S. domestic
and international politics, media studies pays so little attention to class structure and to class-specific
ideologies in corporate industrial culture. Derek Nystrom interrupts this repression by reading the
representation of the working class in seventies' cinema as the imaginary resolution of crises within the
professional-managerial class; in doing so, he has made an enormously lucid, nuanced-and courageous-
contribution to film and indeed cultural studies generally."-David E. James, editor, The Hidden Foundation:
Cinema and the Question of Class

"Discovering a surprisingly deep, conflicted fascination with working-class masculinity at the heart of
emblematic movies of the 1970s like Deliverance, Saturday Night Fever, and Cruising, Derek Nystrom
offers a fresh, persuasive account of how social class operates in American popular culture."-Carlo Rotella,
author of October Cities: The Redevelopment of Urban Literature

About the Author
Derek Nystrom was educated at the University of Wisconsin and the University of Virginia. He has
published essays in Cinema Journal and Postmodern Culture, and co-authored, with Kent Puckett, Against
Bosses, Against Oligarchies: A Conversation with Richard Rorty. He teaches film and cultural studies in the
English Department of McGill University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Neil Williams:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Hard Hats, Rednecks,
and Macho Men: Class in 1970s American Cinema. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources.
You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Angela Powers:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info. When you
read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to share the information
or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Hard
Hats, Rednecks, and Macho Men: Class in 1970s American Cinema, you could tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Lee Flynn:

Hard Hats, Rednecks, and Macho Men: Class in 1970s American Cinema can be one of your basic books
that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Hard
Hats, Rednecks, and Macho Men: Class in 1970s American Cinema nevertheless doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it.
This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Gavin Wilkins:

You can obtain this Hard Hats, Rednecks, and Macho Men: Class in 1970s American Cinema by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but
in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your
local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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