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In 1933, the visionary sculptor Isamu Noguchi (1904–88) began making design
proposals for children’s playgrounds in New York. The first one, Play Mountain
(1933), marked the beginning of the artist’s fascination with exploring points of
intersection between sculpture, public spaces and, above all, play. Radically
experimental in its approach to children’s recreation, the design asserted, with no
apparent precedent, that children’s exercise and entertainment could be
stimulated by simply providing earth modulations and steps for running, jumping
and sliding.
Noguchi’s playground was a spectacular innovation of design, and something
never before seen in New York City’s brief 32-year history of building and
operating playgrounds. But Play Mountain also initiated a lengthy period of
frustrated endeavor, in which Noguchi only saw one of his park designs become
a reality. This changed in the 1970s, when public space policies began to favor
artists’ participation in project design. Since then, Noguchi’s pioneering
playgrounds have become a touchstone for the revival of interest in the golden
era of playground design.
This is the first volume to bring together all of the artist’s investigations into
playgrounds over a period of 50 years. It reproduces his beautiful scale models,
sketches and photographs of iconic designs, highlighting a little-known facet of
one of the most versatile sculptors of the 20th century.
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In 1933, the visionary sculptor Isamu Noguchi (1904–88) began making design proposals for children’s
playgrounds in New York. The first one, Play Mountain (1933), marked the beginning of the artist’s
fascination with exploring points of intersection between sculpture, public spaces and, above all, play.
Radically experimental in its approach to children’s recreation, the design asserted, with no apparent
precedent, that children’s exercise and entertainment could be stimulated by simply providing earth
modulations and steps for running, jumping and sliding.
Noguchi’s playground was a spectacular innovation of design, and something never before seen in New
York City’s brief 32-year history of building and operating playgrounds. But Play Mountain also initiated a
lengthy period of frustrated endeavor, in which Noguchi only saw one of his park designs become a reality.
This changed in the 1970s, when public space policies began to favor artists’ participation in project design.
Since then, Noguchi’s pioneering playgrounds have become a touchstone for the revival of interest in the
golden era of playground design.
This is the first volume to bring together all of the artist’s investigations into playgrounds over a period of 50
years. It reproduces his beautiful scale models, sketches and photographs of iconic designs, highlighting a
little-known facet of one of the most versatile sculptors of the 20th century.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marilyn Washington:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Isamu Noguchi:
Playscapes? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Jo Lee:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Isamu Noguchi: Playscapes will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Andrea Whitt:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Isamu Noguchi: Playscapes can be great book
to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Darlene Heckart:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This reserve Isamu Noguchi: Playscapes was filled regarding science. Spend your spare
time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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