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Donna M. Goldstein presents a hard-hitting critique of urban poverty and
violence and challenges much of what we think we know about the "culture of
poverty" in this compelling read. Drawing on more than a decade of experience
in Brazil, Goldstein provides an intimate portrait of everyday life among the
women of the favelas, or urban shantytowns in Rio de Janeiro, who cope with
unbearable suffering, violence and social abandonment. The book offers a clear-
eyed view of socially conditioned misery while focusing on the creative
responses—absurdist and black humor—that people generate amid daily
conditions of humiliation, anger, and despair. Goldstein helps us to understand
that such joking and laughter is part of an emotional aesthetic that defines the
sense of frustration and anomie endemic to the political and economic
desperation among residents of the shantytown.
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Donna M. Goldstein presents a hard-hitting critique of urban poverty and violence and challenges much of
what we think we know about the "culture of poverty" in this compelling read. Drawing on more than a
decade of experience in Brazil, Goldstein provides an intimate portrait of everyday life among the women of
the favelas, or urban shantytowns in Rio de Janeiro, who cope with unbearable suffering, violence and social
abandonment. The book offers a clear-eyed view of socially conditioned misery while focusing on the
creative responses—absurdist and black humor—that people generate amid daily conditions of humiliation,
anger, and despair. Goldstein helps us to understand that such joking and laughter is part of an emotional
aesthetic that defines the sense of frustration and anomie endemic to the political and economic desperation
among residents of the shantytown.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Goldstein returns anthropology to what it does best while taking the reader on a no-holds-barred ride
through the tragicomic world of a Rio favela. She captures the bittersweet laughter of Brazil's vast
subterranean underclass of domestic servants who keep their anger and despair at bay by laughing and
spitting into the face of chaos, injustice, and premature death."

From the Inside Flap

"Goldstein returns anthropology to what it does best while taking the reader on a no-holds-barred ride
through the tragicomic world of a Rio favela. She captures the bittersweet laughter of Brazil's vast
subterranean underclass of domestic servants who keep their anger and despair at bay by laughing and
spitting into the face of chaos, injustice, and premature death. In this affecting and deft 'comedy of manners,'
Goldstein emerges as urban anthropology's new Jane Austen."—Nancy Scheper-Hughes, author of Death
without Weeping: The Violence of Everyday Life in Brazil

"Goldstein takes us right to where anthropology should be: into the blood, sweat, tears of shantytown life.
Laughter Out of Place tells the story of a Brazilian family on the edge of survival where women and children
struggle, not just to stay alive, but also for joy in the face of poverty, men, and mutual betrayal."—Philippe
Bourgois, author of In Search of Respect: Selling Crack in El Barrio

"A stunning ethnographic achievement that should become an urban anthropological classic. Goldstein
brings us close to women who under extraordinary circumstances of poverty use humor to reveal the
penetrating truth of their relationship to structures of power and the ironies of their raced, classed, and
gendered lives. Superb and engaging ethnographic analysis is framed by sophisticated social theory and a
comprehensive treatment of the literature on contemporary Brazilian society."—Judith Goode, co-editor of
The New Poverty Studies: The Ethnography of Power, Politics and Impoverished People in the United States

From the Back Cover
"Goldstein returns anthropology to what it does best while taking the reader on a no-holds-barred ride
through the tragicomic world of a Rio favela. She captures the bittersweet laughter of Brazil's vast
subterranean underclass of domestic servants who keep their anger and despair at bay by laughing and
spitting into the face of chaos, injustice, and premature death. In this affecting and deft 'comedy of manners, '
Goldstein emerges as urban anthropology's new Jane Austen."--Nancy Scheper-Hughes, author of "Death
without Weeping: The Violence of Everyday Life in Brazil

"Goldstein takes us right to where anthropology should be: into the blood, sweat, tears of shantytown life.
"Laughter Out of Place tells the story of a Brazilian family on the edge of survival where women and
children struggle, not just to stay alive, but also for joy in the face of poverty, men, and mutual betrayal."--
Philippe Bourgois, author of "In Search of Respect: Selling Crack in El Barrio

"A stunning ethnographic achievement that should become an urban anthropological classic. Goldstein
brings us close to women who under extraordinary circumstances of poverty use humor to reveal the
penetrating truth of their relationship to structures of power and the ironies of their raced, classed, and
gendered lives. Superb and engaging ethnographic analysis is framed by sophisticated social theory and a



comprehensive treatment of the literature on contemporary Brazilian society."--Judith Goode, co-editor of
"The New Poverty Studies: The Ethnography of Power, Politics and Impoverished People in the United
States

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Timothy King:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Laughter Out of Place: Race, Class,
Violence, and Sexuality in a Rio Shantytown (California Series in Public Anthropology) will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But
some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are
often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

Scott Halpin:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you is you
don't know which you should start with. This Laughter Out of Place: Race, Class, Violence, and Sexuality in
a Rio Shantytown (California Series in Public Anthropology) is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Jared Hoskins:

This Laughter Out of Place: Race, Class, Violence, and Sexuality in a Rio Shantytown (California Series in
Public Anthropology) are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Laughter Out of Place: Race, Class, Violence, and Sexuality in a Rio Shantytown
(California Series in Public Anthropology) can be among the great books you must have is usually giving
you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your
before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Laughter Out of Place: Race, Class, Violence, and
Sexuality in a Rio Shantytown (California Series in Public Anthropology) forcing you to have an enormous
of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in
your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Doris Blair:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Laughter Out of Place: Race, Class, Violence,
and Sexuality in a Rio Shantytown (California Series in Public Anthropology) was bright colored and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Laughter Out of Place: Race, Class, Violence, and



Sexuality in a Rio Shantytown (California Series in Public Anthropology) has many kinds or variety. Start
from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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