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Meaning in the Media addresses the issue of how we should respond to
competing claims about meaning put forward in confrontations between people
or organisations in highly charged circumstances such as bitter public
controversies and expensive legal disputes. Alan Durant draws attention to the
pervasiveness and significance of such meaning-related disputes in the media,
investigating how their 'meaning' dimension is best described and explained.
Through his analysis of deception, distortion, bias, false advertising,
offensiveness and other kinds of communicative behaviour that trigger
interpretive disputes, Durant shows that we can understand both meaning and
media better if we focus in new ways on moments in discourse when the
apparently continuous flow of understanding and agreement breaks down. This
lively and contemporary volume will be invaluable to students and teachers of
linguistics, media studies, journalism and law.
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significance of such meaning-related disputes in the media, investigating how their 'meaning' dimension is
best described and explained. Through his analysis of deception, distortion, bias, false advertising,
offensiveness and other kinds of communicative behaviour that trigger interpretive disputes, Durant shows
that we can understand both meaning and media better if we focus in new ways on moments in discourse
when the apparently continuous flow of understanding and agreement breaks down. This lively and
contemporary volume will be invaluable to students and teachers of linguistics, media studies, journalism
and law.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Brilliant, highly readable, sophisticated, and illustrated with a wealth of well-chosen examples, Meaning in
the Media offers a major new analysis of disputes about meaning in public life, and of the linguistic, legal
and social factors that affect their resolution. Essential reading not only for linguists, media scholars and
specialists in language and the law, but for anyone who has ever been involved in a debate about defamation,
honesty in advertising, or offensive language.' Deirdre Wilson, Emeritus Professor of Linguistics, University
College London and co-author with Dan Sperber of Relevance: Communication and Cognition

'Meaning in the Media is that rare find: a work accessible to students and researchers whose clarity and
readability will give linguistics the type of visibility it deserves in our meaning-suffused society. For scholars
and students working in a number of fields, in law and beyond, it offers a common vocabulary and analytical
model with which to tackle contested meaning.' Graeme Dinwoodie, Professor of Intellectual Property and
Information Technology Law, University of Oxford

About the Author
Alan Durant is Professor of Communication at Middlesex University Business School, London. His previous
publications include How to Write Essays and Dissertations: A Guide for English Literature Students (2nd
edition, 2005) and Ways of Reading (3rd edition, 2007). He was also co-editor of The Linguistics of Writing:
Arguments Between Language and Literature (1987).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alberta Sanchez:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As we know that book is very important for people. The book Meaning in the Media: Discourse,
Controversy and Debate was making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book Meaning in the Media: Discourse, Controversy
and Debate is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the
book Meaning in the Media: Discourse, Controversy and Debate. You never truly feel lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Teressa Fernandez:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if
those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Meaning in the Media: Discourse, Controversy and



Debate as the daily resource information.

Beulah Chavez:

The actual book Meaning in the Media: Discourse, Controversy and Debate will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Meaning in the Media: Discourse, Controversy and
Debate is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site,
so you can more readily to read the book.

Anne Young:

Precisely why? Because this Meaning in the Media: Discourse, Controversy and Debate is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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