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From the award-winning author of The Whisperers, Orlando Figes Natasha's
Dance: A Cultural History of Russia is a dazzling history of Russia's mighty
culture. Orlando Figes' enthralling, richly evocative history has been heralded as
a literary masterpiece on Russia, the lives of those who have shaped its culture,
and the enduring spirit of a people. 'Wonderfully rich ...magnificent and
compelling ...a delight to read' Antony Beevor 'A tour de force by the great
storyteller of modern Russian historians ...Figes mobilizes a cast of serf harems,
dynasties, politburos, libertines, filmmakers, novelists, composers, poets, tsars
and tyrants ...superb, flamboyant and masterful' Simon Sebag-Montefiore,
Financial Times 'Awe-inspiring ...Natasha's Dance has all the qualities of an epic
tragedy' Mail on Sunday 'It is so much fun to read that I hesitate to write too
much, for fear of spoiling the pleasures and surprises of the book' Sunday
Telegraph 'Magnificent ...Figes is at his exciting best' Guardian 'Breathtaking
...The title of this masterly history comes from War and Peace, when the
aristocratic heroine, Natasha Rostova, finds herself intuitively picking up the
rhythm of a peasant dance . ..One of those books that, at times, makes you
wonder how you have so far managed to do without it' Independent on Sunday
'Thrilling, dizzying ...I would defy any reader not to be captivated' Literary
Review Orlando Figes is Professor of History at Birkbeck College, University of
London. He is the author of Peasant Russia, Civil War, A People's Tragedy,
Natasha's Dance, The Whisperers and Just Send Me Word. His books have been
translated into over twenty languages.
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From the award-winning author of The Whisperers, Orlando Figes Natasha's Dance: A Cultural History of
Russia is a dazzling history of Russia's mighty culture. Orlando Figes' enthralling, richly evocative history
has been heralded as a literary masterpiece on Russia, the lives of those who have shaped its culture, and the
enduring spirit of a people. 'Wonderfully rich ...magnificent and compelling ...a delight to read' Antony
Beevor 'A tour de force by the great storyteller of modern Russian historians ...Figes mobilizes a cast of serf
harems, dynasties, politburos, libertines, filmmakers, novelists, composers, poets, tsars and tyrants ...superb,
flamboyant and masterful' Simon Sebag-Montefiore, Financial Times 'Awe-inspiring ...Natasha's Dance has
all the qualities of an epic tragedy' Mail on Sunday 'It is so much fun to read that I hesitate to write too much,
for fear of spoiling the pleasures and surprises of the book' Sunday Telegraph 'Magnificent ...Figes is at his
exciting best' Guardian 'Breathtaking ...The title of this masterly history comes from War and Peace, when
the aristocratic heroine, Natasha Rostova, finds herself intuitively picking up the rhythm of a peasant dance .
..One of those books that, at times, makes you wonder how you have so far managed to do without it'
Independent on Sunday 'Thrilling, dizzying ...I would defy any reader not to be captivated' Literary Review
Orlando Figes is Professor of History at Birkbeck College, University of London. He is the author of Peasant
Russia, Civil War, A People's Tragedy, Natasha's Dance, The Whisperers and Just Send Me Word. His
books have been translated into over twenty languages.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Even if one takes nothing else away from this elegant, tightly focused survey of Russian culture, it's
impossible to forget the telling little anecdotes that University of London history professor Figes (A People's
Tragedy) relates about Russia's artists, writers, musicians, intellectuals and courtiers as he traces the cultural
movements of the last three centuries. He shares Ilya Repin's recollection of how peasants reacted to his
friend Leo Tolstoy's fumbling attempts to join them in manual labor ("Never in my life have I seen a clearer
expression of irony on a simple peasant's face"), as well as the three sentences Shostakovich shyly
exchanged with his idol, Stravinsky, when the latter returned to the Soviet Union after 50 years of exile ("
`What do you think of Puccini?' `I can't stand him,' Stravinsky replied. `Oh, and neither can I, neither can I'
"). Full of resounding moments like these, Figes's book focuses on the ideas that have preoccupied Russian
artists in the modern era: Just what is "Russianness," and does the quality come from its peasants or its
nobility, from Europe or from Asia? He examines canonical works of art and literature as well as the lives of
their creators: Tolstoy, Tchaikovsky, Chagall, Stanislavsky, Eisenstein and many others. Figes also shows
how the fine arts have been influenced by the Orthodox liturgy, peasant songs and crafts, and myriad social
and economic factors from Russian noblemen's unusual attachments to their peasant nannies to the 19th-
century growth of vodka production. The book's thematically organized chapters are devoted to subjects like
the cultural influence of Moscow or the legacy of the Mongol invasion, and with each chapter Figes moves
toward the 1917 revolution and the Soviet era, deftly integrating strands of political and social history into
his narrative. This is a treat for Russophiles and a unique introduction to Russian history.
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Figes (history, Univ. of London; A People's Tragedy) describes the twists and turns of Russian history
through cultural and artistic events from the founding of Rus in the 12th century through the Soviet era. He
uses Tolstoy's War and Peace as a centerpiece of art imitating life. The title of Figes's book comes from the
scene in which Natasha Rostov and her brother Nikolai are invited by their "uncle" to a rustic cabin to listen
to him play Russian folk music on his guitar. Natasha instinctively begins a folk dance that is prompted by
"unknown feelings in her heart." Tolstoy would have us believe that "Russia may be held together by unseen
threads of native sensibilities," writes Figes. Nowhere is the clash between the European culture of the upper
class and the Russian culture of the peasantry more evident. "The complex interactions between these two
worlds had a crucial influence on the national consciousness and on all the arts of the 19th century." This
interaction is a major feature of this book, which traces the formation of a culture. The writing style is
distinctly nonacademic, making for a very enjoyable read. Recommended for academic and public libraries.
Harry Willems, Southeast Kansas Lib. Syst., Iola
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
The author of A People's Tragedy (1997) takes on the massive task of giving historical perspective to
Russian culture and is--for the most part--successful. He manages fairly well to balance hundreds of great
names, from Pushkin to Nabokov, with those that are less known to the general public, although he gives
short shrift to early twentieth-century Silver Age writers like Blok and Bely. The Futurists, with the
exception of Mayakovsky, are barely mentioned. Against this history-by-personality Figes contrasts
European St. Petersburg and Russian Moscow. Large sections treat the cultural influences of the peasantry,
the Mongols, and the Orthodox Church. The chapter on the Soviet period is elegiac (to put it mildly), and
there's a wistfulness to the chapter on Russian emigre culture in Berlin and Paris. However, other than

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


mentioning film director Andrei Tarkovsky, Figes doesn't seem to care much about Russian culture of the
past 40 years. Perhaps a second volume is forthcoming that will document the history of Russian culture into
the twenty-first century. Frank Caso
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephanie Cromwell:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Natasha's Dance: A Cultural History of Russia
will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about everything.
But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Lisa Buffington:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Natasha's Dance: A Cultural History of Russia book is readable by simply you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected
with Natasha's Dance: A Cultural History of Russia content conveys objective easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you
continue to thinking Natasha's Dance: A Cultural History of Russia is not loveable to be your top record
reading book?

Karen Nash:

The e-book with title Natasha's Dance: A Cultural History of Russia has a lot of information that you can
learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right now. That is important
to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Jeanie Clark:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach



Chinese's country. So , this Natasha's Dance: A Cultural History of Russia can make you feel more interested
to read.
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