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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In Oklahoma, a highway to improve access to a hospital that serves poor people was delayed for more than
four years to protect a beetle. In enforcing the Endangered Species Act, do we put insects above human
needs? Mann and Plummer, coauthors of The Aspirin Wars, argue that trying to save every species is
unethical and impractical, that we have to make choices. They cite case histories of ecological conflict: the
snail darter in Tennessee, the Karner Blue butterfly in New York and Wisconsin, a bird habitat threatened by
home-building in Texas. When the act passed in 1973, few people?least of all, Congress, the authors
say?understood its ramifications, especially the cost. The act is up for renewal this year. Mann and Plummer
offer suggestions for making it more practical in this provocative, timely and reasonable study.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
A beetle puts a stranglehold on the construction of a highway that would have provided Native Americans
reasonable access to a hospital; a minnow almost stops a dam from being built. Mann and Plummer, who
also collaborated on The Aspirin Wars (LJ 10/1/91), highlight these and other examples in their discussion of
the difficult choices that must be made with increasing frequency between human needs and the preservation
of biodiversity. The writing is clear and entertaining, and the authors' key argument-that the Endangered
Species Act doesn't allow for enough flexibility based on values-is compelling, cogent, and highly
controversial. Included are excellent summaries of the concepts of island biogeography and species, the
history of the Endangered Species Act, and current thinking on the rate of extinction. Highly recommended.
[Other recent books on the excesses of environmentalism include Greg Easterbrook's A Moment on the Earth
(LJ 2/1/95) and Charles T. Rubin's The Green Crusade (LJ 2/15/94).-Ed.]-Lynn C. Badger, Univ. of Florida
Lib., Gainesvill.
--Lynn C. Badger, Univ. of Florida Lib., Gainesville
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
This year the Endangered Species Act is up for congressional renewal. As it stands, the act has fallen short of
its noble purpose, for the endangered species list has grown steadily in the years since the act was passed in
1973. The Lord's command to Noah was quite clear; there were no choices to be made regarding what should
be saved. Noah had a blueprint. The authors of this book stress that saving every species is impossible, given
the steady encroachment of modern life on nature, but that is what the Endangered Species Act commands.
Taking the reader through compelling case studies of ecological conflict--a beetle in Oklahoma threatened by
a highway to a hospital, a bird endangered by the spread of new homes in Texas--the authors conclude that to
save biodiversity we cannot avoid making tough choices: "When we pick nature, we must recognize the
human losses; when we choose to satisfy human desires, we should shut the door in the ark with as much
wisdom and compassion as possible." Perhaps this book will fuel public debate on an issue of vital interest to
us all. Bonnie Smothers

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Terrance Hutchins:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Noah's Choice: The Future of Endangered Species. Try to
the actual book Noah's Choice: The Future of Endangered Species as your buddy. It means that it can being
your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Linda Pinkerton:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the publication untitled Noah's Choice: The Future of Endangered Species can be very
good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Lynda Alford:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get great deal
of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without a
doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is actually Noah's Choice: The Future of Endangered Species.

Shari Villa:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Noah's Choice: The Future of Endangered
Species or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book,
you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any
other book likes Noah's Choice: The Future of Endangered Species to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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