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This singular book illustrates how to edit a piece of prose and enhance its clarity
of thought and felicity of style. The authors first present ten principles of
effective composition, and then scrutinize three extended paragraphs, suggesting
with remarkable specificity how to improve them. The volume also offers
challenging practice questions, as well as two finished essays, one serious and
one humorous, that demonstrate how attention to sound mechanics need not
result in mechanical writing. Steven M. Cahn and Victor L. Cahn help readers
deploy a host of corrective strategies, such as avoiding jargon, bombast, and
redundancy; varying sentence structure; paring the use of adjectives and adverbs;
properly deploying phrases and clauses; and refining an argument. Here is a book
for all who seek to increase their facility in written communication.
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This singular book illustrates how to edit a piece of prose and enhance its clarity of thought and felicity of
style. The authors first present ten principles of effective composition, and then scrutinize three extended
paragraphs, suggesting with remarkable specificity how to improve them. The volume also offers
challenging practice questions, as well as two finished essays, one serious and one humorous, that
demonstrate how attention to sound mechanics need not result in mechanical writing. Steven M. Cahn and
Victor L. Cahn help readers deploy a host of corrective strategies, such as avoiding jargon, bombast, and
redundancy; varying sentence structure; paring the use of adjectives and adverbs; properly deploying phrases
and clauses; and refining an argument. Here is a book for all who seek to increase their facility in written
communication.
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Editorial Review

Review

The authors, both exceptionally talented writers and teachers, present the material at the right level of detail,
organize it well, and engage their readers. The book is an invaluable resource for anyone serious about
writing well.

(Peter Markie, University of Missouri)

Review

If you would like to improve your writing, read this wondrous book, then read it again.

(Christine Vitrano, Brooklyn College)

About the Author

Steven M. Cahn is professor of philosophy at the Graduate Center of the City University of New York. He
has written or edited fifty books, among them Fate, Logic, and Time; God, Reason, and Religion; Saints and
Scamps: Ethics in Academia; and From Student to Scholar: A Candid Guide to Becoming a Professor.

Victor L. Cahn is professor of English at Skidmore College. Among his numerous nonfiction works are
Shakespeare the Playwright: A Companion to the Complete Tragedies, Histories, Comedies, and Romances
and Classroom Virtuoso: Recollections of a Life in Learning. He has also published two novels and many
plays, seven of which were produced Off-Broadway.

Mary Ann Caws is distinguished professor of comparative literature, English, and French at the Graduate
Center of the City University of New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frances Feist:

The ability that you get from Polishing Your Prose: How to Turn First Drafts Into Finished Work will be the
more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Polishing Your Prose: How to Turn First Drafts Into Finished
Work giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood through anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can
go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific
Polishing Your Prose: How to Turn First Drafts Into Finished Work instantly.



Rachel Robertson:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day
to reading a reserve. The book Polishing Your Prose: How to Turn First Drafts Into Finished Work it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-
book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but
this book possesses high quality.

William Perrotta:

Beside this Polishing Your Prose: How to Turn First Drafts Into Finished Work in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Polishing Your Prose: How to Turn First Drafts
Into Finished Work because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but
you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand.
The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Donald Bonilla:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
you also know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is
Polishing Your Prose: How to Turn First Drafts Into Finished Work.
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