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Superfit, muscled, and macho, gladiators were hero-worshipped for their skills
and courage as they fought to the death, yet despised for their humble status. For
over six cruel centuries, tens of thousands died in the blood soaked arenas of
Rome and its colonies, watched by enthralled crowds screaming for violence.
Professor Fik Meijer has ingeniously pieced together their true stories from
contemporary evidence, describing the gladiators' origins, daily life, training, and
the odds of their survival pitted against their legions of fans' lust for blood and
spectacle.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Locked in mortal combat before 50,000 cheering spectators in the Colosseum, the two gladiators thrust and
parry until the crowd gets what it came for: one dead athlete and one living, victorious athlete. While the
games themselves might have been exciting for the Roman crowds, Meijer's listless prose and superficial
examination of the gladiator's life and work fails to capture any of the excitement, terror and pride that the
gladiators and spectators must have felt. In pedantic fashion, he provides a survey of the different types of
gladiators, the kinds of animals they fought, the dimensions of the Colosseum and other amphitheaters and
the daily life of a gladiator. As many other books have pointed out, the gladiators themselves were slaves or
prisoners of war who were rigorously trained in the sport. Meijer (Emperors Don't Die in Bed), a professor
of ancient history at the University of Amsterdam, also describes a typical day at the Colosseum that featured
hunters fighting animals, followed by executions of criminals during lunch and finally human combat. Apart
from a tendentious and nitpicky critique of the historical accuracy of the films Spartacus and The Gladiator,
Meijer adds nothing new to our knowledge about gladiators. 55 b&w illus. (Dec.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

“Forget Russell Crowe in a skirt and sandals, this is the real deal if you want to know about blood and guts in
the arena. The author has pieced together thousands of documents, eyewitness testimonies, and engravings to
tell in vivid detail the story of the gladiators of ancient Rome.” ?The Daily Mail [UK]

“Fik Meijer, a professor of ancient history in Amsterdam, gives fascinating insight into Ancient Rome's
gladiators. ... An in-depth book....” ?The Big Issue

“[Meijer] has written a history that is at once interesting, informative, and fast-paced. Thumbs up or thumbs
down? No contest.” ?Leeds Guide

About the Author

FIK MEIJER is a Professor of Ancient History at the University of Amsterdam and is the author of
Emperors Don't Die in Bed. His next book will be a study of Rome's charioteers.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roger Cowen:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Gladiators: History's Most Deadly Sport.



Daniel Ellis:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this The Gladiators: History's Most Deadly
Sport book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Betty Neal:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Gladiators: History's Most
Deadly Sport, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Alva Stephenson:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The The
Gladiators: History's Most Deadly Sport provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.
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