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The ruling Asharites of Al-Rassan have come from the desert sands, but over
centuries, seduced by the sensuous pleasures of their new land, their stern piety
has eroded. The Asharite empire has splintered into decadent city-states led by
warring petty kings. King Almalik of Cartada is on the ascendancy, aided always
by his friend and advisor, the notorious Ammar ibn Khairan -- poet, diplomat,
soldier -- until a summer afternoon of savage brutality changes their relationship
forever.

Meanwhile, in the north, the conquered Jaddites' most celebrated -- and feared --
military leader, Rodrigo Belmonte, driven into exile, leads his mercenary
company south.

In the dangerous lands of Al-Rassan, these two men from different worlds meet
and serve -- for a time -- the same master. Sharing their interwoven fate -- and
increasingly torn by her feelings -- is Jehane, the accomplished court physician,
whose own skills play an increasing role as Al-Rassan is swept to the brink of
holy war, and beyond.

Hauntingly evocative of medieval Spain, The Lions of Al-Rassan is both a
brilliant adventure and a deeply compelling story of love, divided loyalties, and
what happens to men and women when hardening beliefs begin to remake -- or
destroy -- a world.
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The ruling Asharites of Al-Rassan have come from the desert sands, but over centuries, seduced by the
sensuous pleasures of their new land, their stern piety has eroded. The Asharite empire has splintered into
decadent city-states led by warring petty kings. King Almalik of Cartada is on the ascendancy, aided always
by his friend and advisor, the notorious Ammar ibn Khairan -- poet, diplomat, soldier -- until a summer
afternoon of savage brutality changes their relationship forever.

Meanwhile, in the north, the conquered Jaddites' most celebrated -- and feared -- military leader, Rodrigo
Belmonte, driven into exile, leads his mercenary company south.

In the dangerous lands of Al-Rassan, these two men from different worlds meet and serve -- for a time -- the
same master. Sharing their interwoven fate -- and increasingly torn by her feelings -- is Jehane, the
accomplished court physician, whose own skills play an increasing role as Al-Rassan is swept to the brink of
holy war, and beyond.

Hauntingly evocative of medieval Spain, The Lions of Al-Rassan is both a brilliant adventure and a deeply
compelling story of love, divided loyalties, and what happens to men and women when hardening beliefs
begin to remake -- or destroy -- a world.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Canadian attorney Kay has eschewed the courtroom thriller for fantasy (A Song for Arbonne, etc.). Here he
draws on the crumbling empire of medieval Spain to inspire this tale of brutality and romance. Though the
setting is the fictitious Al-Rassan, and there are passing references to the "Star-born," any ancillary
connection with science fiction is almost irrelevant to the story. Kay provides insightful glimpses into the
goals and motives of his many characters, including King Almalik of Cartada, his advisor Ammar ibn
Khairan, a young soldier, Alvar de Pellino, and the compelling female physician Jehane. Mindful of the
confusion that alternate universes can create for readers, Kay is careful to periodically summarize the current
positions of the various factions in the struggles between the many kingdoms in the empire. Studded with
poetry that is evocative of Spain (some selections are reminiscent of El Cid), the story is buttressed with
convincing cultural and social details and descriptions of medicine as it was practiced in the 12th century.
Genre fans looking for more romance and strong female character development will find this an engrossing
tale.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Kay's thoroughly excellent new novel resembles his Song for Arbonne (1992) in that there is no magic in it.
Instead, Kay deftly and intelligently bends history at a slightly different angle. The setting is a variant early
medieval Spain whose Muslims, Christians, and Jews are also suitably modified. The story turns on the
rivalries between the Kingdom of Al-Rassan, once mighty but now split into quarreling principalities, and
the kings of the Jaddites. Far to the north, the Jaddites hope to reclaim Al-Rassan, which was once theirs.
Into this skillfully imagined, eloquently described stew of war, intrigue, and magnificence happen a warrior
from each side and a female physician. The threesome's adventures constitute the bulk of a long but never
padded, demanding but enormously rewarding novel. Roland Green

Review
"An engrossing tale. . . .Kay provides insightful glimpses into goals and motives of his many characters."--"
Publishers Weekly"A beautifully wrought, elegantly written adventure...as fast-paced as it is thoughtful."--"
San Francisco Chronicle

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Killough:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question since
just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this The Lions of al-Rassan to read.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


James Ellis:

Here thing why that The Lions of al-Rassan are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a
book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not.
The Lions of al-Rassan giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out
there but there is no publication that similar with The Lions of al-Rassan. It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can
be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique
home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The
Lions of al-Rassan in e-book can be your choice.

Carlos Pollard:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you study a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The The Lions of al-Rassan provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Young Legg:

You can obtain this The Lions of al-Rassan by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it
could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various.
Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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