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The M16 was first introduced in 1958 and was revolutionary for its time as it was
made of lightweight materials including special aluminium and plastics, which
had previously not been used in mainstream weapons. It was first adopted by US
Special Forces and airborne troops in 1962 before it was issued to Army and
Marine units serving in the Vietnam War (1955-1975). Its use spread throughout
the following decades and a number of variants including submachine and
carbine versions were also fielded. It was not only the rifle itself that proved
revolutionary. The 5.56x45mm cartridge was also ground-breaking and was
eventually adopted as the standard NATO cartridge. As a result it is now amongst
the three most used combat cartridges in the world while over 10 million M16s
and variants have been produced making it one of the most successful American
handheld weapons in history . But despite its undeniable success the M16 is not
without its detractors. Indeed, the "black rifle", as it is known, is one of the most
controversial rifles ever introduced with a long history of design defects,
ruggedness issues, cleaning difficulties and reliability problems leading to
endless technical refinements. The story is not over either. The M16 is still in
production to this day ensuring that its use in future conflicts as well as its impact
on world affairs is assured. This volume, written by a Vietnam Special Forces
veteran, provides a technical history of the M16 and the struggle to perfect it
together with an assessment of its impact on the battlefield drawing on over a
decade's combat experience with the rifle.
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The M16 was first introduced in 1958 and was revolutionary for its time as it was made of lightweight
materials including special aluminium and plastics, which had previously not been used in mainstream
weapons. It was first adopted by US Special Forces and airborne troops in 1962 before it was issued to Army
and Marine units serving in the Vietnam War (1955-1975). Its use spread throughout the following decades
and a number of variants including submachine and carbine versions were also fielded. It was not only the
rifle itself that proved revolutionary. The 5.56x45mm cartridge was also ground-breaking and was eventually
adopted as the standard NATO cartridge. As a result it is now amongst the three most used combat cartridges
in the world while over 10 million M16s and variants have been produced making it one of the most
successful American handheld weapons in history . But despite its undeniable success the M16 is not without
its detractors. Indeed, the "black rifle", as it is known, is one of the most controversial rifles ever introduced
with a long history of design defects, ruggedness issues, cleaning difficulties and reliability problems leading
to endless technical refinements. The story is not over either. The M16 is still in production to this day
ensuring that its use in future conflicts as well as its impact on world affairs is assured. This volume, written
by a Vietnam Special Forces veteran, provides a technical history of the M16 and the struggle to perfect it
together with an assessment of its impact on the battlefield drawing on over a decade's combat experience
with the rifle.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Author Rottman does a superb job of covering the idea, development and manufacture of the M16, a gun
that has easily seen over 8,000,000 units produced both here and overseas... It all makes for another fine
book and if you are interested in weapons, then this book would make a fine addition to your library.” ?Scott
Van Aken, Modeling Madness

About the Author
Gordon L Rottman entered the US Army in 1967, volunteered for Special Forces and completed training as a
weapons specialist. He served in the 5th Special Forces Group in Vietnam in 1969-70 and subsequently in
airborne infantry, long-range patrol and intelligence assignments until retiring after 26 years. He was a
Special Operations Forces scenario writer at the Joint Readiness Training Center for 12 years and is now a
freelance writer, living in Texas.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Estella Powell:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book The M16 (Weapon). All
type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Darryl Payton:

Here thing why this kind of The M16 (Weapon) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a
book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food
or not. The M16 (Weapon) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book
out there but there is no book that similar with The M16 (Weapon). It gives you thrill studying journey, its
open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you.
It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The M16 (Weapon) in e-book can be
your alternate.

Emily Scott:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name The M16
(Weapon) suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled
The M16 (Weapon)is the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever



know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So
that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

David Blackwood:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of The M16 (Weapon) can give you a lot of pals
because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have The M16 (Weapon).
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