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In this dramatic and compelling narrative, anthropologist Don Kulick follows the
lives of agroup of transgendered prostitutes (called travestis in Portuguese) in
the Brazilian city Salvador. Travestis are males who, often beginning at ages as
young as ten, adopt female names, clothing styles, hairstyles, and linguistic
pronouns. More dramatically, they ingest massive doses of female hormones and
inject up to twenty liters of industrial silicone into their bodies to create breasts,
wide hips, and large thighs and buttocks. Despite such irreversible physiological
changes, virtually no travesti identifies herself as awoman. Moreover, travestis
regard any male who does so as mentally disturbed.

Kulick analyzes the various ways travestis modify their bodies, explores the
motivations that |ead them to choose this particular gendered identity, and
examines the complex relationships that they maintain with one ancther, their
boyfriends, and their families. Kulick also looks at how travestis earn their living
through prostitution and discusses the reasons prostitution, for most travestis, isa
positive and affirmative experience.

Arguing that transgenderism never occursin a"natura" or arbitrary form, Kulick
shows how it is created in specific social contexts and assumes specific social
forms. Furthermore, Kulick suggests that travestis—far from deviating from
normative gendered expectations—may in fact distill and perfect the messages
that give meaning to gender throughout Brazilian society and possibly throughout
much of Latin America.

Through Kulick's engaging voice and sharp analysis, this elegantly rendered
account is not only alandmark study in its discipline but also afascinating read
for anyone interested in sexuality and gender.
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In this dramatic and compelling narrative, anthropologist Don Kulick follows the lives of a group of
transgendered prostitutes (called travestis in Portuguese) in the Brazilian city Salvador. Travestis are males
who, often beginning at ages as young as ten, adopt female names, clothing styles, hairstyles, and linguistic
pronouns. More dramatically, they ingest massive doses of female hormones and inject up to twenty liters of
industrial silicone into their bodies to create breasts, wide hips, and large thighs and buttocks. Despite such
irreversible physiological changes, virtually no travesti identifies herself as awoman. Moreover, travestis
regard any male who does so as mentally disturbed.

Kulick analyzes the various ways travestis modify their bodies, explores the motivations that |ead them to
choose this particular gendered identity, and examines the complex relationships that they maintain with one
another, their boyfriends, and their families. Kulick also looks at how travestis earn their living through
prostitution and discusses the reasons prostitution, for most travestis, is a positive and affirmative
experience.

Arguing that transgenderism never occursin a"natural”" or arbitrary form, Kulick shows how it is created in
specific socia contexts and assumes specific social forms. Furthermore, Kulick suggests that travestis—far
from deviating from normative gendered expectations—may in fact distill and perfect the messages that give
meaning to gender throughout Brazilian society and possibly throughout much of Latin America.

Through Kulick's engaging voice and sharp analysis, this elegantly rendered account is not only alandmark
study in its discipline but also afascinating read for anyone interested in sexuality and gender.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

It iswonderful and weirdly fitting that one of the jacket blurbs for this work of social anthropology is by sex
educator and former porn star Annie Sprinkle. Just as there is nothing dry or remote about Annie Sprinkle's
delivery, thereis nothing dry or remote about Don Kulick's. In fact, this may be the most readable and
engaging study of transgenderism to surface in years. For seven months in 1994, Kulick lived in a household
of "travestis'--Brazilian male prostitutes who live as women. He constantly tape-recorded their casual
conversations, whether on the street soliciting customers or in their small rooms in the ghettos of Salvador,
and has been able to trace the motivations behind their behavior and body modifications with plausibility and
compassion. So absorbing are the details of the travestis' lives, as recounted by Kulick, that the reader can
easily miss the author's equally acute analysis of their often bizarre transformations and of what travestis,
with their exaggerated performance of "femininity," suggest about the construction of gender in Brazil. --
Regina Marler

About the Author

Don Kulick is Professor of Anthropology at New Y ork University. His published works include Language
Shift and Cultural Reproduction (1992), Taboo (1995, with Margaret Willson) and Travesti (1998). Heis co-
editor of the journals Ethnos and GLQ.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Sheila Carter:

Here thing why this specific Travesti: Sex, Gender, and Culture among Brazilian Transgendered Prostitutes
(Worlds of Desire: The Chicago Series on Sexuality, Gender, and Culture) are different and reputable to be
yours. First of all reading abook is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content
isasyummy asfood or not. Travesti: Sex, Gender, and Culture among Brazilian Transgendered Prostitutes
(Worlds of Desire: The Chicago Series on Sexuality, Gender, and Culture) giving you information deeper
and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with Travesti: Sex,
Gender, and Culture among Brazilian Transgendered Prostitutes (Worlds of Desire: The Chicago Series on
Sexuality, Gender, and Culture). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about
the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring
everywhere likein park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having
difficultiesin bringing the paper book maybe the form of Travesti: Sex, Gender, and Culture among
Brazilian Transgendered Prostitutes (Worlds of Desire: The Chicago Series on Sexuality, Gender, and
Culture) in e-book can be your option.

Dwayne M oseley:

The particular book Travesti: Sex, Gender, and Culture among Brazilian Transgendered Prostitutes (Worlds
of Desire: The Chicago Series on Sexuality, Gender, and Culture) has alot info on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author.



Mcdouga makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get
the point easily after reading this book.

James Wendler:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Travesti: Sex, Gender, and
Culture among Brazilian Transgendered Prostitutes (Worlds of Desire: The Chicago Series on Sexuality,
Gender, and Culture) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
behavior al over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you could pick Travesti: Sex, Gender, and Culture among Brazilian
Transgendered Prostitutes (Worlds of Desire: The Chicago Series on Sexuality, Gender, and Culture)
become your own starter.

Stella Neal:

In this era globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker
to share. Y ou can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirementsis Travesti: Sex, Gender, and Culture among Brazilian Transgendered
Prostitutes (Worlds of Desire: The Chicago Series on Sexuality, Gender, and Culture) this publication consist
alot of the information with the condition of thisworld now. This book was represented so why is the world
has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable al of you.
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