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Editorial Review

About the Author

David S. Noss taught in the Religion and Philosophy Department of Heidelberg College from 1950 until his
retirement in 1989, although he continued teaching students and advising faculty until his passing in 2010.

Blake Grangaard earned his B.A. from St. Olaf College, M.Div. from Luther Theological Seminary and
Ph.D. from Union Theological Seminary in Virginia. He was a church pastor for almost 10 years before
turning to academia.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Preface ¿Get the Noss book,¿ a teacher told me years ago. It was good advice then, and I hope it will
continue to be good advice. Now in its thirteenth edition, A History of the World¿s Religions has a history of
its own. John Noss spent more than a decade researching and writing the first edition, published in 1949 as
Man¿s Religions. His much younger brother, David, played a small part, typing one of the chapters. That
was not the end of David¿s association with the book. When John died, in 1980, the seventh edition was in
preparation. David had already consulted on previous editions, and the seventh included his name on the title
page. Through subsequent editions he reworked prose, emended and added material, and broadened the
scope of the book to give special attention to the role of religion in social conflicts and international tension.
By the tenth edition the publisher convinced him the book had become ¿his,¿ so his name alone would be on
the title page. I was relieved when David told me his first intention upon taking on this book was ¿not to
mess it up.¿ I feel the same way. So it is appropriate to be mindful of the book¿s purpose, i.e., to be a one-
volume history of religion, directed to teachers and students. As David expressed it in the most recent
editions:

My elder brother, John B. Noss, spent ten years preparing the first (1949) edition of this book. At that time
he found that most publications in the field tended to focus on the biographies of the founders and then
jumped to comparing and evaluating their contemporary practices. His preface to the first edition spoke of
two special needs to be met: the first was to include ¿descriptive and interpretative details from the original
source materials¿ and second ¿to bridge the interval between the founding of religions and their present
state¿ Italics mine.

Those who have used successive editions will recognize an increasing attentiveness to those needs. Primary
source materials are not spliced in as undigested chunks but carefully introduced with interpretative
introductions. As color-highlighted quotations, primary sources gain even more of the prominence they
deserve. Key quotations are highlighted in color-framed brackets. Illustrations now play a larger part: in
addition to samples of classic art and architecture, new photographs furnish more samples from pop art,
depictions of ceremonial regalia, explanations of ritual practices, and scenes of believer engagement toward
social betterment. Extended ¿teaching captions¿ go beyond perfunctory identifications of the subject.
WHAT¿S NEW TO THIS EDITION

* The current edition has been emended to aid comprehension. * New terms replace obsolete expressions. *
Information is updated to reflect current scholarship. * A clearer hierarchy of headings and subheadings
helps the reader follow the flow of the narrative. * Interruptions to the flow of the historical narrative now



appear in shaded sidebars. * The Bardo Thodol ¿ the much-heard-of ¿Tibetan Book of the Dead¿ ¿ receives
attention. * A new full-color design enhances the reading experience * MyReligionLab provides additional
activities for both students and instructors SUPPORT FOR INSTRUCTOR¿S AND STUDENTS *
MyReligionLab.(020518068X) MyReligionLab logo goes here is an interactive and instructive multimedia
site designed to help students and instructors save time and improve results. It offers access to a wealth of
resources geared to meet the individual teaching and learning needs of every instructor and student.
Combining an ebook, video, audio, multimedia simulations, research support and assessment,
MyReligionLab engages students and gives them the tools they need to enhance their performance in the
course. Please see your Pearson sales representative or visit www.myreligionlab.com for more information. *
Instructor¿s Manual with Tests. (0205178790) For each chapter in the text, this valuable resource provides a
detailed outline, list of objectives, discussion questions, and suggested readings and videos. In addition, test
questions in multiple-choice, true/false, fill-in-the-blank, and short answer formats are available for each
chapter; the answers are page-referenced to the text. For easy access, this manual is available within the
instructor section of MyReligionLab for A History of the World¿s Religions, or at
www.pearsonhighered.com/irc. * MyTest. (0205178812) This computerized software allows instructors to
create their own personalized exams, edit any or all of the existing test questions, and add new questions.
Other special features of the program include random generation of test questions, creation of alternate
versions of the same test, scrambling question sequence, and test preview before printing. For easy access,
this software is available at www.pearsonhighered.com/irc. * PowerPoint Presentation Slides. (0205178820)
These PowerPoint slides combine text and graphics for each chapter to help instructors convey philosophical
principles in a clear and engaging way. For easy access, they are available within the instructor section of
MyReligionLab for A History of the World¿s Religions, or at www.pearsonhighered.com/irc. Thank you to
the following manuscript reviewers who made good suggestions for improving the book: Jeffrey Robbins ¿
Lebanon Valley College; Pasquale Simonelli ¿ Monmouth University; Jeanne Kusina ¿ University of Toledo;
Timothy Fobbs ¿ Tidewater Community College; Hong Qu ¿ Iowa State Univerity; Patrick Nnoromele ¿
Eastern Kentucky University. I encourage other readers to contact me with suggestions or corrections. Thank
you also to Nicole Conforti and her associates at Pearson Education for their help and consultations. And, of
course, I am ever grateful to John B. Noss and David S. Noss for passing to me such a splendid text. Blake
R. Grangaard bgrangaa@heidelberg.edu  Acknowledgments
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jessica Keith:

The book A History of the World's Religions gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You
may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book A History of
the World's Religions to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a
book A History of the World's Religions. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Samuel Brooks:

Here thing why this kind of A History of the World's Religions are different and trustworthy to be yours.
First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. A History of the World's Religions giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with A History of
the World's Religions. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing
this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like
in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of A History of the World's Religions in e-book can be your alternate.

Jolene Rivera:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach



your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is
this A History of the World's Religions.

Debbie Gray:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book A History of the World's Religions was bright colored
and of course has pictures around. As we know that book A History of the World's Religions has many kinds
or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you
are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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