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This innovative study of two of the most important artists of the twentieth
century links the art practices of Allan Kaprow and Robert Smithson in their
attempts to test the limits of art--both what it is and where it is. Ursprung
provides a sophisticated yet accessible analysis, placing the two artists firmly in
the art world of the 1960s as well as in the art historical discourse of the
following decades. Although their practices were quite different, they both
extended the studio and gallery into desert landscapes, abandoned warehouses,
industrial sites, train stations, and other spaces. Ursprung bolsters his argument
with substantial archival research and sociological and economic models of
expansion and limits.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

"Dr. Ursprung’s exquisite research yields valuable knowledge concerning two of art history’s most
underserved artists, Allan Kaprow and Robert Smithson, to propose that the assumed contiguity of traditional
art history has marginalized both Kaprow’s Happenings and Smithson’s oeuvre. Moreover, the author
reveals the importance of photography and writing in both of the artist’s works, and how their expansion of
the artwork as textual and discursive has been thus far ignored by traditional art historian definitions."
Mark Cameron Boyd, Professor of Art Theory, Corcoran College of Art + Design

"Although few post-1945 American artists more nimbly pushed the limits of art than Allan Kaprow and
Robert Smithson, their multivalent practices in which writing figured prominently seldom have been
considered in relation to each other. In this scrupulously researched, methodologically heterodox, and highly
readable book, Philip Ursprung snaps off the handcuffs “happenings” and “earthworks” and allows his
subjects to walk free so as to juxtapose their achievements and present the most nuanced and illuminating
account of them we have to date. The result is a landmark study of the reconfiguration of the environment of
art and a fearless contribution to understanding the present, not least of all the role of institutions and
historians in monopolizing cultural meanings."
Edward Dimendberg, author of Diller Scofidio + Renfro: Architecture after Images

 

About the Author

Philip Ursprung is Swiss National Science Foundation Professor for Art History at the Swiss Federal
Institute of Technology in Zurich, Visiting Curator at the Canadian Centre for Architecture, and an elected
member of the Swiss Federal Commission for the Arts.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Doug Herring:

The book Allan Kaprow, Robert Smithson, and the Limits to Art can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book Allan Kaprow, Robert Smithson,
and the Limits to Art? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book Allan Kaprow, Robert Smithson, and the Limits to Art has simple shape however, you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is
very wonderful.



Corey Mullen:

This book untitled Allan Kaprow, Robert Smithson, and the Limits to Art to be one of several books this best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily
to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So
there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Edward Orr:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Allan Kaprow, Robert Smithson, and the
Limits to Art or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes Allan Kaprow, Robert Smithson, and the Limits to Art to make your spare time
more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Rachel Morris:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore
this Allan Kaprow, Robert Smithson, and the Limits to Art can make you really feel more interested to read.
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