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Between 1958 and 2002, Luciano Berio wrote fourteen pieces entitled Sequenza,
along with several versions of the same work for different instruments, revisions
of the original pieces and also the parallel Chemins series, where one of the
Sequenzas is used as the basis for a new composition on a larger scale. The
Sequenza series is one of the most remarkable achievements of the late twentieth
century - a collection of virtuoso pieces that explores the capabilities of a solo
instrument and its player, making extreme technical demands of the performer
whilst developing the musical vocabulary of the instrument in compositions so
assured and so distinctive that each piece both initiates and potentially exhausts
the repertoire of a new genre. The Sequenzas have significantly influenced the
development of composition for solo instruments and voice, and there is no
comparable series of works in the output of any other composer. Series of pieces
tend to be linked by the instruments for which the composer writes, but this is a
series in which the pieces are linked instead by the variety of instruments for
which Berio composed. The varied approaches taken by the contributors in
discussing the pieces demonstrate the richness of this repertoire and the many
levels on which Berio and these landmark compositions can be considered.
Contributions are arranged under three main headings: Performance Issues;
Berio's Compositional Process and Aesthetics; and Analytical Approaches.
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Between 1958 and 2002, Luciano Berio wrote fourteen pieces entitled Sequenza, along with several versions
of the same work for different instruments, revisions of the original pieces and also the parallel Chemins
series, where one of the Sequenzas is used as the basis for a new composition on a larger scale. The
Sequenza series is one of the most remarkable achievements of the late twentieth century - a collection of
virtuoso pieces that explores the capabilities of a solo instrument and its player, making extreme technical
demands of the performer whilst developing the musical vocabulary of the instrument in compositions so
assured and so distinctive that each piece both initiates and potentially exhausts the repertoire of a new
genre. The Sequenzas have significantly influenced the development of composition for solo instruments and
voice, and there is no comparable series of works in the output of any other composer. Series of pieces tend
to be linked by the instruments for which the composer writes, but this is a series in which the pieces are
linked instead by the variety of instruments for which Berio composed. The varied approaches taken by the
contributors in discussing the pieces demonstrate the richness of this repertoire and the many levels on which
Berio and these landmark compositions can be considered. Contributions are arranged under three main
headings: Performance Issues; Berio's Compositional Process and Aesthetics; and Analytical Approaches.
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Editorial Review

Review
'... contains much valuable, insightful commentary...' Studies in Musical Theatre '...the first serious
contribution to the understanding of this very important part of Berio's compositional output...in addition to
these specialist essays covering different aspects of confronting Berio's compositions and abounding in
examples from the scores, statistical and graphical respresentation of the research results etc., the book offers
an extensive bibliography on Berio and his work, listing of the editions of the Sequenza and the Chemins, a
discography register and an index. As such, it surely represents a piece of inevitable literature for experts
researching both Berio's work, and composition of the 20th century in general.' International Review of the
Sociology and Aesthetics of Music '... a number of musicological fields - solo performance studies, later
20th-century aesthetics, issues of the work-concept - are all the richer for this stimulating volume.' Tempo

About the Author
Janet K. Halfyard is a senior lecturer at UCE Birmingham Conservatoire. Her research includes work on
Luciano Berio, Cathy Berberian, extended vocal technique and performance practice issues in contemporary
repertoire, and she is active as a performer with the contemporary music ensemble, decibel. Her publications
also include work on film and television music: she is the author of Danny Elfman’s Batman: a film score
guide (2004) in the Scarecrow Press Film Score Guide series and has contributed to European Film Music
(2006) in Ashgate’s Popular and Folk Music series.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Hill:

The book Berio's Sequenzas: Essays on Performance, Composition and Analysis can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing
like a book Berio's Sequenzas: Essays on Performance, Composition and Analysis? A number of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Berio's Sequenzas: Essays on Performance,
Composition and Analysis has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you.
You can appear the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Lois Maestas:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this Berio's



Sequenzas: Essays on Performance, Composition and Analysis.

Elida Allman:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Berio's Sequenzas: Essays on
Performance, Composition and Analysis reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question Berio's
Sequenzas: Essays on Performance, Composition and Analysis as good book not merely by the cover but
also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Vicki Harris:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Berio's Sequenzas: Essays on Performance, Composition
and Analysis can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter that
they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Berio's Sequenzas:
Essays on Performance, Composition and Analysis.
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