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Camille Flammarion (1842-1925) began his career at 16 as a human computer
under the great mathematician U. J. J. Le Verrier at the Paris Observatory.  He
soon tired of the drudgery; he was drawn to more romantic vistas, and at 19
wrote a book on an idea that he was to make his own?the habitability of other
worlds.  There followed a career as France’s greatest popularizer of astronomy,
with over 60 titles to his credit.  An admirer granted him a chateau at Juvisy-sur-
l’Orge, and he set up a first-rate observatory dedicated to the study of the planet
Mars. Finally, in 1892, he published his masterpiece, La Planete Mars et ses
conditions d’habitabilite, a comprehensive summary of three centuries’ worth of
literature on Mars, much of it based on his own personal research into rare
memoirs and archives.  As a history of that era, it has never been surpassed, and
remains one of a handful of indispensable books on the red planet.

Sir Patrick Moore (1923-2012) needs no introduction; his record of popularizing
astronomy in Britain in the 20th century equaled Flammarion’s in France in the
19th century.  Moore pounded out hundreds of books as well as served as
presenter of the BBC’s TV program “Sky at Night” program for 55 years (a
world record).  Though Moore always insisted that the Moon was his chef-
d’oeuvre, Mars came a close second, and in 1980 he produced a typescript of
Flammarion’s classic.  Unfortunately, even he found the project too daunting for
his publish

ers and passed the torch of keeping the project alive to a friend, the amateur
astronomer and author William Sheehan, in 1993. Widely regarded as a leading
historian of the planet Mars,  Sheehan has not only meticulously compared and
corrected Moore’s manuscript against Flammarion’s original so as to produce an
authoritative text, he has  added an important introduction showing the book’s
significance in the history of Mars studies.  Here results a book that remains an
invaluable resource and is also a literary tour-de-force, in which the inimitable
style of Flammarion has been rendered in the equally unique style of Moore.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The book now reviewed is volume I of Flammarion’s classic. … The quality of reproduction is excellent,
and both editor and publisher must be commended for their achievement. … I have no hesitation in
recommending it wholeheartedly.” (Richard McKim, The Observatory, Vol. 135 (1249), December, 2015)

“Flammarion, a noted French astronomer of the late 19th century, wrote this seminal review of the research
relating to Mars in 1892. … Flammarion synthesized the many sets of observations and drew conclusions
about the physical characteristics of Mars and the likelihood that the planet can support life. Historians might
consider this discussion a good example of the scientific method of the period. Summing Up: Recommended.
Researchers/faculty and professionals/practitioners.” (D. E. Hogg, Choice, Vol. 52 (12), August, 2015)

From the Back Cover

Camille Flammarion (1842-1925) began his career at 16 as a human computer under the great mathematician
U. J. J. Le Verrier at the Paris Observatory.  He soon tired of the drudgery; he was drawn to more romantic
vistas, and at 19 wrote a book on an idea that he was to make his own?the habitability of other worlds.  There
followed a career as France’s greatest popularizer of astronomy, with over 60 titles to his credit.  An admirer
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Sir Patrick Moore (1923-2012) needs no introduction; his record of popularizing astronomy in Britain in the
20th century equaled Flammarion’s in France in the 19th century.  Moore pounded out hundreds of books as
well as served as presenter of the BBC’s TV program “Sky at Night” program for 55 years (a world record).
 Though Moore always insisted that the Moon was his chef-d’oeuvre, Mars came a close second, and in 1980
he produced a typescript of Flammarion’s classic.  Unfortunately, even he found the project too daunting for
his publish

ers and passed the torch of keeping the project alive to a friend, the amateur astronomer and author William
Sheehan, in 1993. Widely regarded as a leading historian of the planet Mars,  Sheehan has not only
meticulously compared and corrected Moore’s manuscript against Flammarion’s original so as to produce an
authoritative text, he has  added an important introduction showing the book’s significance in the history of
Mars studies.  Here results a book that remains an invaluable resource and is also a literary tour-de-force, in
which the inimitable style of Flammarion has been rendered in the equally unique style of Moore.

About the Author
William Sheehan is an amateur astronomer (and professionally, a neuroscientist and psychiatrist specializing
in neurodevelopment and brain imaging). He has written Planets and Perception (an Astronomical Society



of the Pacific Book of the Year, 1988), The Planet Mars (a book-of-the-month club selection in 1996), and
Mars: the lure of the red planet (with Stephen James O’Meara), among many other books. In 2004, Sheehan
was awarded the Gold Medal of the Oriental Astronomical Society for his Mars studies; he was the first
Caucasian to receive this prestigious award. He has for many years been a contributing editor of Sky &
Telescope and is a research fellow of the Lowell Observatory in Flagstaff, Arizona.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mike Hendrix:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Camille Flammarion's The Planet Mars: As Translated by Patrick
Moore (Astrophysics and Space Science Library). Try to stumble through book Camille Flammarion's The
Planet Mars: As Translated by Patrick Moore (Astrophysics and Space Science Library) as your pal. It means
that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every
thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Carol Ray:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one with theme for
entertaining such as comic or novel. The Camille Flammarion's The Planet Mars: As Translated by Patrick
Moore (Astrophysics and Space Science Library) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Alan Malbrough:

Often the book Camille Flammarion's The Planet Mars: As Translated by Patrick Moore (Astrophysics and
Space Science Library) will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify
the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The
book Camille Flammarion's The Planet Mars: As Translated by Patrick Moore (Astrophysics and Space
Science Library) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Scott Bush:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the



top checklist in your reading list is Camille Flammarion's The Planet Mars: As Translated by Patrick Moore
(Astrophysics and Space Science Library). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you
closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many
advantages.
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