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From the Booker Prize-winning author of The Blind Assassin comes a
breathtaking novel about a woman grappling with the tangled knot of her life.
Disturbing, hilarious, and compassionate, Cat’s Eye is the story of Elaine Risley,
a controversial painter who returns to Toronto, the city of her youth, for a
retrospective of her art. Engulfed by vivid images of the past, she reminisces
about a trio of girls who initiated her into the fierce politics of childhood and its
secret world of friendship, longing, and betrayal. Elaine must come to terms with
her own identity as a daughter, a lover, an artist, and a woman—but above all she
must seek release from her haunting memories.
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From the Booker Prize-winning author of The Blind Assassin comes a breathtaking novel about a woman
grappling with the tangled knot of her life. Disturbing, hilarious, and compassionate, Cat’s Eye is the story of
Elaine Risley, a controversial painter who returns to Toronto, the city of her youth, for a retrospective of her
art. Engulfed by vivid images of the past, she reminisces about a trio of girls who initiated her into the fierce
politics of childhood and its secret world of friendship, longing, and betrayal. Elaine must come to terms
with her own identity as a daughter, a lover, an artist, and a woman—but above all she must seek release
from her haunting memories.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Atwood writes in an autobiographical vein about a middle-aged Canadian painter who is thrust into an
extended reconsideration of her past, including one particularly strange friendship, while attending a
retrospective of her work in Toronto. PW praised Atwood's incisiveness, saying that she "takes the measure
of a coercive, conformist society."
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
YA-- When Elaine Risley returns to her hometown, Toronto, for a retrospective show of her paintings, she
finds more than critical acclaim. Local streets, long-gone landmarks, and elements in the paintings
themselves trigger memories of her transient childhood traveling across Canada with her entomologist father;
of adolescence marred by the cruel teasing of three friends; and of love affairs with her first art teacher and
mentor, and with Jon, her first husband. In addition, Elaine is haunted by thoughts of her chief tormentor/best
friend, Cordelia, whom she last saw years ago in a mental institution. Atwood's focus on the inner landscape
of Elaine's youth and early adult years will appeal to older teenagers.
- Alice Conlon, University of Houston
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
When artist Elaine Risley returns to her native Toronto for a retrospective of her work, she is nearly
overcome by the pungent memories of childhood. These memories are not so pleasant, for as Atwood
observes with deadly accuracy: "Little girls are cute and small only to adults. To one another they are not
cute. They are life-sized." Having spent her early childhood on the road with her entomologist father--and
only her brother as playmate--she is initially stymied by these life-sized terrors; she is more at ease with boys
than with the calculated cruelties of girls. Indeed, many readers will identify painfully with Atwood's deft
descriptions of the betrayals, exclusions, and power plays of Elaine's friends. The consequences for Elaine--
suddenly evident even in her art--must now be annulled through vivid recall. Childhood's particular anguish
has been told before, but Atwood is exceptional in her steady, dry-eyed revelation of the truth.
- Barbara Hoffert, "Library Journal"
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elias Rosser:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Cat's
Eye? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?



Brenda Lee:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Cat's Eye will make you to become smarter. You can
feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading any book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to
find best book or ideal book with you?

Rebecca Esquivel:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is known
to us that book is very important for us. The book Cat's Eye seemed to be making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
reserve Cat's Eye is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to become your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the
book Cat's Eye. You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Patricia Howard:

Often the book Cat's Eye will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The
book Cat's Eye is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.
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