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Dad built a bomb shelter in the backyard, Mom stocked the survival kit in the
basement, and the kids practiced ducking under their desks at school. This was
family life in the new era of the A-bomb. This was civil defense. In this
provocative work of social and political history, Laura McEnaney takes us into
the secretive world of defense planners and the homes of ordinary citizens to
explore how postwar civil defense turned the front lawn into the front line. The
reliance on atomic weaponry as a centerpiece of U.S. foreign policy cast a
mushroom cloud over everyday life. American citizens now had to imagine a
new kind of war, one in which they were both combatants and targets. It was the
Federal Civil Defense Administration's job to encourage citizens to adapt to their
nuclear present and future.

As McEnaney demonstrates, the creation of a civil defense program produced
new dilemmas about the degree to which civilian society should be militarized to
defend itself against internal and external threats. Conflicts arose about the
relative responsibilities of state and citizen to fund and implement a home-front
security program. The defense establishment's resolution was to popularize and
privatize military preparedness. The doctrine of "self-help" defense demanded
that citizens become autonomous rather than rely on the federal government for
protection. Families would reconstitute themselves as paramilitary units that
could quash subversion from within and absorb attack from without.

Because it solicited an unprecedented degree of popular involvement, the FCDA
offers a unique opportunity to explore how average citizens, community leaders,
and elected officials both participated in and resisted the creation of the national
security state. Drawing on a wide variety of archival sources, McEnaney
uncovers the broad range of responses to this militarization of daily life and
reveals how government planners and ordinary people negotiated their way at the
dawn of the atomic age. Her work sheds new light on the important postwar
debate about what total military preparedness would actually mean for American
society.
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Dad built a bomb shelter in the backyard, Mom stocked the survival kit in the basement, and the kids
practiced ducking under their desks at school. This was family life in the new era of the A-bomb. This was
civil defense. In this provocative work of social and political history, Laura McEnaney takes us into the
secretive world of defense planners and the homes of ordinary citizens to explore how postwar civil defense
turned the front lawn into the front line. The reliance on atomic weaponry as a centerpiece of U.S. foreign
policy cast a mushroom cloud over everyday life. American citizens now had to imagine a new kind of war,
one in which they were both combatants and targets. It was the Federal Civil Defense Administration's job to
encourage citizens to adapt to their nuclear present and future.

As McEnaney demonstrates, the creation of a civil defense program produced new dilemmas about the
degree to which civilian society should be militarized to defend itself against internal and external threats.
Conflicts arose about the relative responsibilities of state and citizen to fund and implement a home-front
security program. The defense establishment's resolution was to popularize and privatize military
preparedness. The doctrine of "self-help" defense demanded that citizens become autonomous rather than
rely on the federal government for protection. Families would reconstitute themselves as paramilitary units
that could quash subversion from within and absorb attack from without.

Because it solicited an unprecedented degree of popular involvement, the FCDA offers a unique opportunity
to explore how average citizens, community leaders, and elected officials both participated in and resisted
the creation of the national security state. Drawing on a wide variety of archival sources, McEnaney
uncovers the broad range of responses to this militarization of daily life and reveals how government
planners and ordinary people negotiated their way at the dawn of the atomic age. Her work sheds new light
on the important postwar debate about what total military preparedness would actually mean for American
society.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Trimm:

Typically the book Civil Defense Begins at Home will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading
a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very
ideal to you. The book Civil Defense Begins at Home is much recommended to you to learn. You can also
get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Jacob Roberts:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Civil Defense Begins at Home can give you a
lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different
make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Civil Defense Begins at Home.

Kyle Gill:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Civil
Defense Begins at Home.

Robert Alston:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from the
book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. With this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to find
the Civil Defense Begins at Home when you necessary it?
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