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No political concept is more used, and misused, than that of democracy. Nearly
every regime today claims to be democratic, but not all "democracies" allow free
politics, and free politics existed long before democratic franchises.
This book is a short account of the history of the doctrine and practice of
democracy, from ancient Greece and Rome through the American, French, and
Russian revolutions, and of the usages and practices associated with it in the
modern world. It argues that democracy is a necessary but not a sufficient
condition for good government, and that ideas of the rule of law, and of human
rights, should in some situations limit democratic claims.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Bernard Crick is Emeritus Professor of Politics, Birkbeck College, London. He is author of In Defence of
Politics--hailed as a modern classic and in print since 1962. He is also author of the prize-winning George
Orwell: A Life and of Essays on Citizenship, and, more recently, Crossing Borders. He was adviser on
citizenship to the Department of Education from 1998 to 2001.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shane Webb:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed
Democracy: A Very Short Introduction? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have different opinion?

Ines Patterson:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is actually Democracy: A Very Short Introduction.

Tanya Nolan:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Democracy: A Very Short Introduction, you
may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it?
Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.



Betty Bass:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This book Democracy: A Very Short Introduction was filled in relation to science. Spend
your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In
the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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