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Since 1967, the Encyclopedia of Philosophy, described by Booklist as the best
and most comprehensive English-language reference source for philosophy, has
been the cornerstone of the philosophy reference shelf. Lauded for its clear and
accessible presentation of wide-ranging philosophical subjects, the Encyclopedia
has earned its place as a first-stop resource for general readers, students and
educators.
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Since 1967, the Encyclopedia of Philosophy, described by Booklist as the best and most comprehensive
English-language reference source for philosophy, has been the cornerstone of the philosophy reference
shelf. Lauded for its clear and accessible presentation of wide-ranging philosophical subjects, the
Encyclopedia has earned its place as a first-stop resource for general readers, students and educators.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

* Starred Review* Thefirst edition of Encyclopedia of Philosophy, published in eight large volumes in 1967,
was the standard philosophy reference for more than a generation. Though it has aged gracefully, the passing
years nevertheless called for updated bibliographies, revisions, and new articles, culminating in the 1996
one-volume Supplement. Now, in the face of significant competition since the late 1990s, comes the second
edition, which integrates most of the 1967 and 1996 material with hundreds of new articles, addendato
earlier articles, and updated bibliographies. Section editors were given the task of reviewing the earlier
entries and deciding which could be retained, with perhaps only bibliographical updates, and which required
addenda or completely new material.

The new edition and 1996 Supplement alike have been the occasion for many articles on philosophers, new
subfields of philosophy, and other topics not appearing at al in the first edition. The high proportion of
earlier articles and addenda retained is testament to the quality of those entries and to the philosophical
enterprise that builds upon the monuments of its past. To prevent confusion, each 1967, 1996, and 2005 entry
and bibliographical update is dated. This practice is repeated in the list of contributors and their articles,
revealing anumber of contributors to both the 1967 and 2005 editions.

The more than 2,100 entries include, according to the publisher, some 1,000 biographical entries and "more
than 450 new articles." Biographical entries range from less than a page (Francesco Bonatelli, Cheng Hao) to
more than 20 pages (Aristotle, John Locke, Bertrand Russell). The 10 separately authored overviews under
Chinese philosophy (Buddhism, Confucianism, etc.) together run 90 pages. Gene Blocker's merely 8-page
Japanese philosophy justifiesin part its relative briefness with this opening: "The first, and perhaps the most
interesting, question regarding Japanese philosophy is whether there is such athing." Other solid overviews
include Human Genome Project, Medical ethics, Neuroscience, and Philosophy of chemistry. The combined
articles on the history and varieties of logic are a small book, concluding with a 27-page glossary of logical
terms. Lengthy articles such as Computability theory, Infinity in mathematics and logic, and Information
theory, laden with logical and mathematical symbols, will perhaps be beyond the grasp of the average
undergraduate philosophy major; such articles are by far the exception, and most will be comprehensible to
the informed general reader. Volume 10 opens with 13 articles that missed the deadlines for being included
in volumes 1 through 9. These are followed by a thematic outline of contents; extensive bibliographies, in
many languages, of philosophy dictionaries and encyclopedias, journals, and bibliographies published since
1965; and a 545-page index.

The competition is significant. The 10-volume Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy, published to acclaim
in 1998, appeared to be the Encyclopedia of Philosophy 'slogical successor and quite possibly, in a new age
of online resources, the last wholly new philosophy encyclopedia of such scope we would seein print. Its
online counterpart, available through subscription, Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy Online, has added
more than 100 new articles to the print version and will continue to add more. The Sanford Encyclopedia of
Philosophy [http://plato.Stanford.edu], launched in 1995 as afreely accessible online-only undertaking, is
comparable in scope, depth, and authority to Encyclopedia of Philosophy and REP Online; new articles
continue to be added, while earlier articles are updated as necessary. The Internet Encyclopedia of
Philosophy [http://www.iep.utm.edu], also launched in 1995 as a free dynamic online resource, continues to
grow. It lags behind the other products mentioned only in number of articles; origina articles will eventually
replace a number of temporary or "proto articles." It and Stanford both remain free. Outstanding single-
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volume philosophy encyclopedias from Cambridge, Oxford, and Routledge published since the late 1990s
are low-cost print alternatives. Every encyclopedia mentioned privileges the Western philosophical tradition,
with greater or lesser nods to non-Western traditions.

Encyclopedia of Philosophy, second edition, is highly recommended for academic and public libraries and
will be indispensable to most. Don't be too quick to retire your first edition, unless you are willing to do
without such entries as Walter Kaufmann's Nietzsche and its opening section, "Life and Pathology"; it has
been replaced in the second edition by Alan Schrift's article. Likewise, new articles on Plato by Charles
Kahn and on Aristotle by Stephen Menn replace 1967 entries by Gilbert Ryle and G. B. Kerferd,
respectively. Craig Bunch
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Cecil Andrade:

The book Encyclopedia Of Philosophy (10 Volume Set) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Encyclopedia Of Philosophy (10
Volume Set)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give
many datafor us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info
that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share al of these. Book Encyclopedia Of
Philosophy (10 Volume Set) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you.
Y ou can seem the enormous world by open up and read abook. So it is very wonderful.

Alma Medina:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the erawhich is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is agood choice for you but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Encyclopedia Of Philosophy (10
Volume Set) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Brandon Seymour:

Encyclopedia Of Philosophy (10 Volume Set) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge
in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonethel ess delivering the information. The author giving
his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing Encyclopedia Of Philosophy (10
Volume Set) however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage
of crucial pondering.



Kevin Dobson:

Asapupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make summary
for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their pastime.
They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful photos on
there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this period,
many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this
Encyclopedia Of Philosophy (10 Volume Set) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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