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Thiswitty and inspiring book chroniclesthelong history of discovery and
ingenuity which gaveriseto a “eureka moment” when a dream of invention
became areality for thefirst time

Tracing the long pre-history of five twentieth-century inventions which have
transformed our lives, Gavin Weightman reveals a fantastic cast of scientists and
inspired amateurs whose ingenuity has given usthe airplane, television, bar code,
personal computer, and mobile phone. Not one of these inventions can be
attributed to alone genius who experiences a moment of inspiration. Nearly all
innovations exist in the imagination before they are finally made to work by the
hard graft of inventors who draw on the discoveries of others.

While the discoveries of scientists have provided vital knowledge which has
made innovation possible, it is arevelation of Weightman’s study that it is more
often than not the amateur who enjoys the “eureka moment” when an invention
works for the first time. Filled with fascinating stories of struggle, rivalry, and the
ingenuity of both famous inventors and hundreds of forgotten people,
Weightman's captivating work is atriumph of storytelling that offers a fresh take
on the making of our modern world.
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Thiswitty and inspiring book chroniclesthelong history of discovery and ingenuity which gaveriseto
a “eureka moment” when a dream of invention became areality for thefirst time

Tracing the long pre-history of five twentieth-century inventions which have transformed our lives, Gavin
Weightman reveals afantastic cast of scientists and inspired amateurs whose ingenuity has given us the
airplane, television, bar code, personal computer, and mobile phone. Not one of these inventions can be
attributed to a lone genius who experiences a moment of inspiration. Nearly all innovations exist in the
imagination before they are finally made to work by the hard graft of inventors who draw on the discoveries
of others.

While the discoveries of scientists have provided vital knowledge which has made innovation possible, itisa
revelation of Weightman's study that it is more often than not the amateur who enjoys the “ eureka moment”
when an invention works for the first time. Filled with fascinating stories of struggle, rivary, and the
ingenuity of both famous inventors and hundreds of forgotten people, Weightman's captivating work isa
triumph of storytelling that offers a fresh take on the making of our modern world.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Smart technology history that's as fun and readable asit is seriously informative.” —Kirkus Reviews
(Kirkus Reviews)

‘...the book is sweetly written, carried along by unobtrusive good humour, a deep intuition for the history of
ideas and aliberal salting of steam-punk esoterica.’ —Oliver Moody, the Times.

(Oliver Moody The Times 2015-08-01)

“Eurekais an informative look at the nature of invention and, equally important, it is an entertaining, well-
written and accessible account full of wonderful stories, colorful characters and little-known events, bringing
afresh perspective and appreciation for technologies that many now take for granted.”—Shelf Awareness
(Shelf Awareness)

“An excellent book for those interested in the early history of flight, television, computers, or cell
phones.”—Library Journal
(Library Journal)

About the Author

Gavin Weightman isajournalist, historian, and former documentary filmmaker. He has published more
than twenty books, including The Frozen Water Trade: A True Story and Children of the Light: How
Electricity Changed Britain Forever. He livesin London.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Marie Michad:

The book Eureka: How Invention Happens can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. So why must we leave avery important thing like a book Eureka: How Invention Happens? A number
of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many factsfor us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Eureka: How Invention Happens has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by
wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

EricaClark:

The guide untitled Eureka: How Invention Happens is the e-book that recommended to you to read. Y ou can
see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did alot of analysis when



write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also might get the e-
book of Eureka: How Invention Happens from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Mar gar et Soto:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensetired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you aready been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Eureka: How Invention
Happens, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to missit? What kind of
hang type isit? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading
friends.

LenoraDryer:

Y ou may get this Eureka: How Invention Happens by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of
this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It
is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let'stry to choose
suitable ways for you.
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