
Hateship, Friendship, Courtship, Loveship,
Marriage: Stories

By Alice Munro

Hateship, Friendship, Courtship, Loveship, Marriage: Stories By Alice
Munro

A superb new collection from one of our best and best-loved writers. Nine stories
draw us immediately into that special place known as Alice Munro territory–a
place where an unexpected twist of events or a suddenly recaptured memory can
illumine the arc of an entire life.

The fate of a strong-minded housekeeper with a “frizz of reddish hair,” just
entering the dangerous country of old-maidhood, is unintentionally (and
deliciously) reversed by a teenaged girl’s practical joke. A college student
visiting her aunt for the first time and recognizing the family furniture stumbles
on a long-hidden secret and its meaning in her own life. An inveterate
philanderer finds the tables turned when he puts his wife into an old-age home. A
young cancer patient stunned by good news discovers a perfect bridge to her
suddenly regained future. A woman recollecting an afternoon’s wild lovemaking
with a stranger realizes how the memory of that encounter has both changed for
her and sustained her through a lifetime.

Men and women are subtly revealed. Personal histories, both complex and
simple, unfold in rich detail of circumstance and feeling. Hateship, Friendship,
Courtship, Loveship, Marriage provides the deep pleasures and rewards that
Alice Munro’s large and ever- growing audience has come to expect.
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wife into an old-age home. A young cancer patient stunned by good news discovers a perfect bridge to her
suddenly regained future. A woman recollecting an afternoon’s wild lovemaking with a stranger realizes how
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Readers know what they are going to get when they pick up an unfamiliar Alice Munro collection, and yet
almost every page carries a bounty of unexpected action, feeling, language, and detail. Her stories are always
unique, blazing an invigorating originality out of her seemingly commonplace subjects. Each collection
develops her oeuvre in increments, subtly expanding her range.

Hateship, Friendship, Courtship, Loveship, Marriage is, of course, no exception. It is a fairly conservative
collection of nine stories, none of which move far beyond Munro's favored settings: the tiny towns and
burgeoning cities of southern Ontario and British Columbia. There are glimpses of youth here--in the title
story, an epistolary prank by two teenage girls leads to a one-sided cross country elopement and, seemingly,
a happy marriage, and in "Nettles," disrupted childhood affection fleetingly returns through a chance
meeting--but most of these pieces are stories of aging women and men, confronting the twin travails of death
and late love. As is always the case with Munro, their plots are too elegantly elaborate to summarize, and
their unsentimental power is a given; baroque praise would be futile. Read these stories--it is the only way to
really understand the miracles that Munro so regularly performs. --Jack Illingworth

From Publishers Weekly
A writer of Munro's ilk hardly needs a hook like the intriguing title of her 10th collection to pull readers into
her orbit. Serving as a teasing introduction to these nine brilliantly executed tales, the range of mentioned
relationships merely suggests a few of the nuances of human behavior that Munro evokes with the skill of a
psychological magician. Johanna Parry, the protagonist of the title story, stands alone among her fictional
sisters in achieving her goal by force of will. A rough, uneducated country girl, blatantly plain ("her teeth
were crowded into the front of her mouth as if they were ready for an argument"), she seems doomed to
heartbreak because of a teenager's trick, but the bracingly ironic denouement turns the reader's dire
expectations into glee. The women in the other stories generally cannot control their fate. Having finally
been reunited with the soul mate of her youth, the narrator of "Nettles" discovers that apparently benevolent
fate can be cruel. In a similar moment of perception that signals the end of hope, Lorna in "Post and Beam"
realizes that she is condemned to a life of submission to her overbearing, supercilious husband; ironically,
her frowsy country cousin envies Lorna's luck in escaping their common origin. In nearly every story, there's
a contrast between the behavior and expectations of country people and those who have made it to Toronto
or Vancouver. Regardless of situation, however, the basics of survival are endured in stoic sorrow. Only the
institutionalized wife of a philanderer in "The Bear Came Over the Mountain" manages to outwit her
husband, and she has to lose her sanity to do it. All of the stories share Munro's characteristic style, looping
gracefully from the present to the past, interpolating vignettes that seem extraneous and bringing the strands
together in a deceptively gentle windup whose impact takes the breath away. Munro has few peers in her
understanding of the bargains women make with life and the measureless price they pay. (Nov.)Forecast:
Munro's collections are true modern classics, as the 75,000 first printing of her latest attests. Expect vigorous
sales.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Another collection from the incomparable Munro, this one with a 75,000-copy first printing.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charlotte Womble:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare time
to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question simply because just
their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Hateship, Friendship, Courtship, Loveship,
Marriage: Stories to read.

Jose Brown:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Hateship,
Friendship, Courtship, Loveship, Marriage: Stories suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-
known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Hateship, Friendship, Courtship, Loveship, Marriage:
Storiesis the one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in
the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book.
This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the
world within this book.

Lori Gonzales:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled Hateship, Friendship, Courtship, Loveship,
Marriage: Stories can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Merlin Doyle:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
By the book Hateship, Friendship, Courtship, Loveship, Marriage: Stories we can have more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Hateship,



Friendship, Courtship, Loveship, Marriage: Stories. You can more inviting than now.
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